
JESUS TAKEN UP INTO HEAVEN 
(Acts 1:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 un�l 
the day he was taken up to heaven, a�er giving instruc�ons through the Holy Spirit to the 
apostles he had chosen. 3 A�er his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many 
convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke 
about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was ea�ng with them, he gave them 
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gi� my Father promised, which you 
have heard me speak about. 5 For John bap�zed with water, but in a few days you will be 
bap�zed with the Holy Spirit.” 6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you 
at this �me going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know 
the �mes or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 A�er he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he 
was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” 
they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken 
from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 

THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES AT PENTECOST 
(Acts 2:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like 
the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were 
si�ng. 3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each 
of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as 
the Spirit enabled them. 5 Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every 
na�on under heaven. 6 When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, 
because each one heard their own language being spoken. 7 Uterly amazed, they asked: 
“Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them in our 
na�ve language? 9 Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and 
Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near 
Cyrene; visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we 
hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12 Amazed and perplexed, they 
asked one another, “What does this mean?” 13 Some, however, made fun of them and said, 
“They have had too much wine.” 

PETER ADDRESSES THE CROWD 
(Acts 2:14-41, New Interna�onal Version) 



14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews 
and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. 15 
These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s only nine in the morning! 16 No, this is what 
was spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 “‘In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men 
will dream dreams. 18 Even on my servants, both men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in 
those days, and they will prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in the heavens above and signs on 
the earth below, blood and fire and billows of smoke. 20 The sun will be turned to darkness and 
the moon to blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. 21 And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.’ 22 “Fellow Israelites, listen to this: 
Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which 
God did among you through him, as you yourselves know. 23 This man was handed over to you 
by God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to 
death by nailing him to the cross. 24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the 
agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him. 25 David said about 
him: “‘I saw the Lord always before me. Because he is at my right hand, I will not be shaken. 26 
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices; my body also will rest in hope, 27 because 
you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead, you will not let your holy one see decay. 28 
You have made known to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.’ 29 
“Fellow Israelites, I can tell you confidently that the patriarch David died and was buried, and his 
tomb is here to this day. 30 But he was a prophet and knew that God had promised him on oath 
that he would place one of his descendants on his throne. 31 Seeing what was to come, he 
spoke of the resurrec�on of the Messiah, that he was not abandoned to the realm of the dead, 
nor did his body see decay. 32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it. 33 
Exalted to the right hand of God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and 
has poured out what you now see and hear. 34 For David did not ascend to heaven, and yet he 
said, “‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my right hand 35 un�l I make your enemies a footstool 
for your feet.”’ 36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom 
you crucified, both Lord and Messiah.” 37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the 
heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brothers, what shall we do?” 38 Peter replied, 
“Repent and be bap�zed, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins. And you will receive the gi� of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for you and your 
children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 40 With many 
other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from this corrupt 
genera�on.” 41 Those who accepted his message were bap�zed, and about three thousand 
were added to their number that day. 



PETER SPEAKS TO THE ONLOOKERS 
(Acts 3:11-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 While the man held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running 
to them in the place called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: 
“Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own power or 
godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him 
before Pilate, though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous 
One and asked that a murderer be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God 
raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of Jesus, this man 
whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through 
him that has completely healed him, as you can all see. 17 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that 
you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold 
through all the prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to 
God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that �mes of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 
and that he may send the Messiah, who has been appointed for you—even Jesus. 21 Heaven 
must receive him un�l the �me comes for God to restore everything, as he promised long ago 
through his holy prophets. 22 For Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet 
like me from among your own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone 
who does not listen to him will be completely cut off from their people.’ 24 “Indeed, beginning 
with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these days. 25 And you are heirs 
of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through 
your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ 26 When God raised up his servant, he sent 
him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways.” 

THE BELIEVERS SHARE THEIR POSSESSIONS 
(Acts 4:32-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 
was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles 
con�nued to tes�fy to the resurrec�on of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at 
work in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from �me to �me those 
who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the 
apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need. 

THE APOSTLES PERSECUTED 
(Acts 5:17-42, New Interna�onal Version) 



17 Then the high priest and all his associates, who were members of the party of the 
Sadducees, were filled with jealousy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public 
jail. 19 But during the night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them 
out. 20 “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he said, “and tell the people all about this new life.” 21 
At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as they had been told, and began to teach the 
people. When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin—
the full assembly of the elders of Israel—and sent to the jail for the apostles. 22 But on arriving 
at the jail, the officers did not find them there. So they went back and reported, 23 “We found 
the jail securely locked, with the guards standing at the doors; but when we opened them, we 
found no one inside.” 24 On hearing this report, the captain of the temple guard and the chief 
priests were at a loss, wondering what this might lead to. 25 Then someone came and said, 
“Look! The men you put in jail are standing in the temple courts teaching the people.” 26 At 
that, the captain went with his officers and brought the apostles. They did not use force, 
because they feared that the people would stone them. 27 The apostles were brought in and 
made to appear before the Sanhedrin to be ques�oned by the high priest. 28 “We gave you 
strict orders not to teach in this name,” he said. “Yet you have filled Jerusalem with your 
teaching and are determined to make us guilty of this man’s blood.” 29 Peter and the other 
apostles replied: “We must obey God rather than human beings! 30 The God of our ancestors 
raised Jesus from the dead—whom you killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to 
his own right hand as Prince and Savior that he might bring Israel to repentance and forgive 
their sins. 32 We are witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to 
those who obey him.” 33 When they heard this, they were furious and wanted to put them to 
death. 34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law, who was honored by all the 
people, stood up in the Sanhedrin and ordered that the men be put outside for a litle while. 35 
Then he addressed the Sanhedrin: “Men of Israel, consider carefully what you intend to do to 
these men. 36 Some �me ago Theudas appeared, claiming to be somebody, and about four 
hundred men rallied to him. He was killed, all his followers were dispersed, and it all came to 
nothing. 37 A�er him, Judas the Galilean appeared in the days of the census and led a band of 
people in revolt. He too was killed, and all his followers were scatered. 38 Therefore, in the 
present case I advise you: Leave these men alone! Let them go! For if their purpose or ac�vity is 
of human origin, it will fail. 39 But if it is from God, you will not be able to stop these men; you 
will only find yourselves figh�ng against God.” 40 His speech persuaded them. They called the 
apostles in and had them flogged. Then they ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, 
and let them go. 41 The apostles le� the Sanhedrin, rejoicing because they had been counted 
worthy of suffering disgrace for the Name. 42 Day a�er day, in the temple courts and from 
house to house, they never stopped teaching and proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the 
Messiah. 



THE CHOOSING OF THE SEVEN 
(Acts 6:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenis�c Jews among them 
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 
distribu�on of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not 
be right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers 
and sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and 
wisdom. We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our aten�on to prayer and 
the ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas 
from An�och, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed 
and laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in 
Jerusalem increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 

PHILIP AND THE ETHIOPIAN 
(Acts 8:26-40, New Interna�onal Version) 

26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen 
of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 
si�ng in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, 
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is 
the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and 
as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humilia�on he was 
deprived of jus�ce. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 
news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being bap�zed?” [37] 38 And he 
gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water and 
Philip bap�zed him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord suddenly 
took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, 
however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel in all the towns un�l he 
reached Caesarea. 



SAUL’S CONVERSION 
(Acts 9:1-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 Meanwhile, Saul was s�ll breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He 
went to the high priest 2 and asked him for leters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he 
found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as 
prisoners to Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven 
flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do 
you persecute me?” 5 “Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. “I am Jesus, whom you are 
persecu�ng,” he replied. 6 “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must 
do.” 7 The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see 
anyone. 8 Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So 
they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9 For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink 
anything. 10 In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in a 
vision, “Ananias!” “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 11 The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on 
Straight Street and ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12 In a vision he has 
seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 13 “Lord,” 
Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and all the harm he has done to 
your holy people in Jerusalem. 14 And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to 
arrest all who call on your name.” 15 But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen 
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gen�les and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16 I 
will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 17 Then Ananias went to the house and 
entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to 
you on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled 
with the Holy Spirit.” 18 Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could 
see again. He got up and was bap�zed, 19 and a�er taking some food, he regained his strength 
26 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes 
down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an Ethiopian 
eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake (which means “queen 
of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and on his way home was 
si�ng in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet. 29 The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that 
chariot and stay near it.” 30 Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah 
the prophet. “Do you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked. 31 “How can I,” he said, 
“unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him. 32 This is 
the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter, and 
as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 33 In his humilia�on he was 
deprived of jus�ce. Who can speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 
34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or 



someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the good 
news about Jesus. 36 As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch 
said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being bap�zed?” 37 Philip said, “If 
you believe with all your heart, you may.” The eunuch answered, “I believe that Jesus Christ is 
the Son of God.” 38 And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch 
went down into the water and Philip bap�zed him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the 
Spirit of the Lord suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on 
his way rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the 
gospel in all the towns un�l he reached Caesarea. 

THE RETURN TO ANTIOCH IN SYRIA 
(Acts 14:21-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of disciples. Then they 
returned to Lystra, Iconium and An�och, 22 strengthening the disciples and encouraging them 
to remain true to the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom of God,” 
they said. 23 Paul and Barnabas appointed elders for them in each church and, with prayer and 
fas�ng, commited them to the Lord, in whom they had put their trust. 24 A�er going through 
Pisidia, they came into Pamphylia, 25 and when they had preached the word in Perga, they 
went down to Atalia. 26 From Atalia they sailed back to An�och, where they had been 
commited to the grace of God for the work they had now completed. 27 On arriving there, they 
gathered the church together and reported all that God had done through them and how he 
had opened a door of faith to the Gen�les. 28 And they stayed there a long �me with the 
disciples. 

PAUL AND SILAS IN PRISON 
(Acts 16:16-40, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Once when we were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a female slave who had a 
spirit by which she predicted the future. She earned a great deal of money for her owners by 
fortune-telling. 17 She followed Paul and the rest of us, shou�ng, “These men are servants of 
the Most High God, who are telling you the way to be saved.” 18 She kept this up for many days. 
Finally Paul became so annoyed that he turned around and said to the spirit, “In the name of 
Jesus Christ I command you to come out of her!” At that moment the spirit le� her. 19 When 
her owners realized that their hope of making money was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and 
dragged them into the marketplace to face the authori�es. 20 They brought them before the 
magistrates and said, “These men are Jews, and are throwing our city into an uproar 21 by 
advoca�ng customs unlawful for us Romans to accept or prac�ce.” 22 The crowd joined in the 
atack against Paul and Silas, and the magistrates ordered them to be stripped and beaten with 
rods. 23 A�er they had been severely flogged, they were thrown into prison, and the jailer was 



commanded to guard them carefully. 24 When he received these orders, he put them in the 
inner cell and fastened their feet in the stocks. 25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying 
and singing hymns to God, and the other prisoners were listening to them. 26 Suddenly there 
was such a violent earthquake that the founda�ons of the prison were shaken. At once all the 
prison doors flew open, and everyone’s chains came loose. 27 The jailer woke up, and when he 
saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and was about to kill himself because he thought 
the prisoners had escaped. 28 But Paul shouted, “Don’t harm yourself! We are all here!” 29 The 
jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. 30 He then brought 
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?” 31 They replied, “Believe in the Lord 
Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.” 32 Then they spoke the word of the 
Lord to him and to all the others in his house. 33 At that hour of the night the jailer took them 
and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his household were bap�zed. 34 The 
jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he was filled with joy because he 
had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. 35 When it was daylight, the 
magistrates sent their officers to the jailer with the order: “Release those men.” 36 The jailer 
told Paul, “The magistrates have ordered that you and Silas be released. Now you can leave. Go 
in peace.” 37 But Paul said to the officers: “They beat us publicly without a trial, even though we 
are Roman ci�zens, and threw us into prison. And now do they want to get rid of us quietly? No! 
Let them come themselves and escort us out.” 38 The officers reported this to the magistrates, 
and when they heard that Paul and Silas were Roman ci�zens, they were alarmed. 39 They 
came to appease them and escorted them from the prison, reques�ng them to leave the city. 40 
A�er Paul and Silas came out of the prison, they went to Lydia’s house, where they met with the 
brothers and sisters and encouraged them. Then they le�. 

IN ATHENS 
(Acts 17:16-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 While Paul was wai�ng for them in Athens, he was greatly distressed to see that the city was 
full of idols. 17 So he reasoned in the synagogue with both Jews and God-fearing Greeks, as well 
as in the marketplace day by day with those who happened to be there. 18 A group of 
Epicurean and Stoic philosophers began to debate with him. Some of them asked, “What is this 
babbler trying to say?” Others remarked, “He seems to be advoca�ng foreign gods.” They said 
this because Paul was preaching the good news about Jesus and the resurrec�on. 19 Then they 
took him and brought him to a mee�ng of the Areopagus, where they said to him, “May we 
know what this new teaching is that you are presen�ng? 20 You are bringing some strange ideas 
to our ears, and we would like to know what they mean.” 21 (All the Athenians and the 
foreigners who lived there spent their �me doing nothing but talking about and listening to the 
latest ideas.) 22 Paul then stood up in the mee�ng of the Areopagus and said: “People of 
Athens! I see that in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I walked around and looked 



carefully at your objects of worship, I even found an altar with this inscrip�on: to an unknown 
god. So you are ignorant of the very thing you worship—and this is what I am going to proclaim 
to you. 24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth 
and does not live in temples built by human hands. 25 And he is not served by human hands, as 
if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. 26 
From one man he made all the na�ons, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he 
marked out their appointed �mes in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this 
so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far 
from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own 
poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ 29 “Therefore since we are God’s offspring, we should 
not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an image made by human design 
and skill. 30 In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all people 
everywhere to repent. 31 For he has set a day when he will judge the world with jus�ce by the 
man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 32 
When they heard about the resurrec�on of the dead, some of them sneered, but others said, 
“We want to hear you again on this subject.” 33 At that, Paul le� the Council. 34 Some of the 
people became followers of Paul and believed. Among them was Dionysius, a member of the 
Areopagus, also a woman named Damaris, and a number of others. 

PAUL’S FAREWELL TO THE EPHESIAN ELDERS 
(Acts 20:13-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 We went on ahead to the ship and sailed for Assos, where we were going to take Paul 
aboard. He had made this arrangement because he was going there on foot. 14 When he met us 
at Assos, we took him aboard and went on to Mitylene. 15 The next day we set sail from there 
and arrived off Chios. The day a�er that we crossed over to Samos, and on the following day 
arrived at Miletus. 16 Paul had decided to sail past Ephesus to avoid spending �me in the 
province of Asia, for he was in a hurry to reach Jerusalem, if possible, by the day of Pentecost. 
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church. 18 When they arrived, he 
said to them: “You know how I lived the whole �me I was with you, from the first day I came 
into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in the 
midst of severe tes�ng by the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have not 
hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly and 
from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn to God in 
repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to 
Jerusalem, not knowing what will happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy 
Spirit warns me that prison and hardships are facing me. 24 However, I consider my life worth 
nothing to me; my only aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given 
me—the task of tes�fying to the good news of God’s grace. 25 “Now I know that none of you 



among whom I have gone about preaching the kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I 
declare to you today that I am innocent of the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated 
to proclaim to you the whole will of God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he 
bought with his own blood. 29 I know that a�er I leave, savage wolves will come in among you 
and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth 
in order to draw away disciples a�er them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three 
years I never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 “Now I commit you to 
God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance among all 
those who are sanc�fied. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or clothing. 34 You 
yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own needs and the needs of my 
companions. 35 In everything I did, I showed you that by this kind of hard work we must help 
the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.’ ” 36 When Paul had finished speaking, he knelt down with all of them and prayed. 37 
They all wept as they embraced him and kissed him. 38 What grieved them most was his 
statement that they would never see his face again. Then they accompanied him to the ship. 

PAUL’S TRIAL BEFORE FELIX 
(Acts 24:1-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

24 Five days later the high priest Ananias went down to Caesarea with some of the elders and a 
lawyer named Tertullus, and they brought their charges against Paul before the governor. 2 
When Paul was called in, Tertullus presented his case before Felix: “We have enjoyed a long 
period of peace under you, and your foresight has brought about reforms in this na�on. 3 
Everywhere and in every way, most excellent Felix, we acknowledge this with profound 
gra�tude. 4 But in order not to weary you further, I would request that you be kind enough to 
hear us briefly. 5 “We have found this man to be a troublemaker, s�rring up riots among the 
Jews all over the world. He is a ringleader of the Nazarene sect 6 and even tried to desecrate 
the temple; so we seized him. 8 By examining him yourself you will be able to learn the truth 
about all these charges we are bringing against him.” 9 The other Jews joined in the accusa�on, 
asser�ng that these things were true. 10 When the governor mo�oned for him to speak, Paul 
replied: “I know that for a number of years you have been a judge over this na�on; so I gladly 
make my defense. 11 You can easily verify that no more than twelve days ago I went up to 
Jerusalem to worship. 12 My accusers did not find me arguing with anyone at the temple, or 
s�rring up a crowd in the synagogues or anywhere else in the city. 13 And they cannot prove to 
you the charges they are now making against me. 14 However, I admit that I worship the God of 
our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they call a sect. I believe everything that is in 
accordance with the Law and that is writen in the Prophets, 15 and I have the same hope in 
God as these men themselves have, that there will be a resurrec�on of both the righteous and 



the wicked. 16 So I strive always to keep my conscience clear before God and man. 17 “A�er an 
absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gi�s for the poor and to 
present offerings. 18 I was ceremonially clean when they found me in the temple courts doing 
this. There was no crowd with me, nor was I involved in any disturbance. 19 But there are some 
Jews from the province of Asia, who ought to be here before you and bring charges if they have 
anything against me. 20 Or these who are here should state what crime they found in me when 
I stood before the Sanhedrin— 21 unless it was this one thing I shouted as I stood in their 
presence: ‘It is concerning the resurrec�on of the dead that I am on trial before you today.’” 22 
Then Felix, who was well acquainted with the Way, adjourned the proceedings. “When Lysias 
the commander comes,” he said, “I will decide your case.” 23 He ordered the centurion to keep 
Paul under guard but to give him some freedom and permit his friends to take care of his needs. 
24 Several days later Felix came with his wife Drusilla, who was Jewish. He sent for Paul and 
listened to him as he spoke about faith in Christ Jesus. 25 As Paul talked about righteousness, 
self-control and the judgment to come, Felix was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You 
may leave. When I find it convenient, I will send for you.” 26 At the same �me he was hoping 
that Paul would offer him a bribe, so he sent for him frequently and talked with him. 27 When 
two years had passed, Felix was succeeded by Porcius Festus, but because Felix wanted to grant 
a favor to the Jews, he le� Paul in prison. 

MINISTERING BEFORE THE ARK 
(1 Chronicles 16:1-43, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 They brought the ark of God and set it inside the tent that David had pitched for it, and they 
presented burnt offerings and fellowship offerings before God. 2 A�er David had finished 
sacrificing the burnt offerings and fellowship offerings, he blessed the people in the name of the 
Lord. 3 Then he gave a loaf of bread, a cake of dates and a cake of raisins to each Israelite man 
and woman. 4 He appointed some of the Levites to minister before the ark of the Lord, to extol, 
thank, and praise the Lord, the God of Israel: 5 Asaph was the chief, and next to him in rank 
were Zechariah, then Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Ma�thiah, Eliab, Benaiah, Obed-Edom and 
Jeiel. They were to play the lyres and harps, Asaph was to sound the cymbals, 6 and Benaiah 
and Jahaziel the priests were to blow the trumpets regularly before the ark of the covenant of 
God. 7 That day David first appointed Asaph and his associates to give praise to the Lord in this 
manner: 8 Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the na�ons what he 
has done. 9 Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. 10 Glory in his holy 
name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice. 11 Look to the Lord and his strength; 
seek his face always. 12 Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments 
he pronounced, 13 you his servants, the descendants of Israel, his chosen ones, the children of 
Jacob. 14 He is the Lord our God; his judgments are in all the earth. 15 He remembers his 
covenant forever, the promise he made, for a thousand genera�ons, 16 the covenant he made 



with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. 17 He confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as 
an everlas�ng covenant: 18 “To you I will give the land of Canaan as the por�on you will 
inherit.” 19 When they were but few in number, few indeed, and strangers in it, 20 they 
wandered from na�on to na�on, from one kingdom to another. 21 He allowed no one to 
oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings: 22 “Do not touch my anointed ones; do my 
prophets no harm.” 23 Sing to the Lord, all the earth; proclaim his salva�on day a�er day. 24 
Declare his glory among the na�ons, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. 25 For great is the 
Lord and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 26 For all the gods of the 
na�ons are idols, but the Lord made the heavens. 27 Splendor and majesty are before him; 
strength and joy are in his dwelling place. 28 Ascribe to the Lord, all you families of na�ons, 
ascribe to the Lord glory and strength. 29 Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an 
offering and come before him. Worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness. 30 Tremble 
before him, all the earth! The world is firmly established; it cannot be moved. 31 Let the 
heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say among the na�ons, “The Lord reigns!” 32 Let 
the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! 33 Let the 
trees of the forest sing, let them sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth. 
34 Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his love endures forever. 35 Cry out, “Save us, God 
our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the na�ons, that we may give thanks to your holy 
name, and glory in your praise.” 36 Praise be to the Lord, the God of Israel, from everlas�ng to 
everlas�ng. Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the Lord.” 37 David le� Asaph and his 
associates before the ark of the covenant of the Lord to minister there regularly, according to 
each day’s requirements. 38 He also le� Obed-Edom and his sixty-eight associates to minister 
with them. Obed-Edom son of Jeduthun, and also Hosah, were gatekeepers. 39 David le� Zadok 
the priest and his fellow priests before the tabernacle of the Lord at the high place in Gibeon 40 
to present burnt offerings to the Lord on the altar of burnt offering regularly, morning and 
evening, in accordance with everything writen in the Law of the Lord, which he had given 
Israel. 41 With them were Heman and Jeduthun and the rest of those chosen and designated by 
name to give thanks to the Lord, “for his love endures forever.” 42 Heman and Jeduthun were 
responsible for the sounding of the trumpets and cymbals and for the playing of the other 
instruments for sacred song. The sons of Jeduthun were sta�oned at the gate. 43 Then all the 
people le�, each for their own home, and David returned home to bless his family. 

THE LORD APPEARS TO SOLOMON 
(2 Chronicles 7:11-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 When Solomon had finished the temple of the LORD and the royal palace, and had 
succeeded in carrying out all he had in mind to do in the temple of the LORD and in his own 
palace, 12 the LORD appeared to him at night and said: “I have heard your prayer and have 
chosen this place for myself as a temple for sacrifices. 13 “When I shut up the heavens so that 



there is no rain, or command locusts to devour the land or send a plague among my people, 14 
if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and 
will heal their land. 15 Now my eyes will be open and my ears aten�ve to the prayers offered in 
this place. 16 I have chosen and consecrated this temple so that my Name may be there forever. 
My eyes and my heart will always be there. 17 “As for you, if you walk before me faithfully as 
David your father did, and do all I command, and observe my decrees and laws, 18 I will 
establish your royal throne, as I covenanted with David your father when I said, ‘You shall never 
fail to have a successor to rule over Israel.’ 19 “But if you turn away and forsake the decrees and 
commands I have given you and go off to serve other gods and worship them, 20 then I will 
uproot Israel from my land, which I have given them, and will reject this temple I have 
consecrated for my Name. I will make it a byword and an object of ridicule among all peoples. 
21 This temple will become a heap of rubble. All who pass by will be appalled and say, ‘Why has 
the LORD done such a thing to this land and to this temple?’ 22 People will answer, ‘Because 
they have forsaken the LORD, the God of their ancestors, who brought them out of Egypt, and 
have embraced other gods, worshiping and serving them—that is why he brought all this 
disaster on them.’” 

ASA’S LAST YEARS 
(2 Chronicles 16:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 In the thirty-sixth year of Asa’s reign Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and for�fied 
Ramah to prevent anyone from leaving or entering the territory of Asa king of Judah. 2 Asa then 
took the silver and gold out of the treasuries of the LORD’s temple and of his own palace and 
sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram, who was ruling in Damascus. 3 “Let there be a treaty 
between me and you,” he said, “as there was between my father and your father. See, I am 
sending you silver and gold. Now break your treaty with Baasha king of Israel so he will 
withdraw from me.” 4 Ben-Hadad agreed with King Asa and sent the commanders of his forces 
against the towns of Israel. They conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim and all the store ci�es of 
Naphtali. 5 When Baasha heard this, he stopped building Ramah and abandoned his work. 6 
Then King Asa brought all the men of Judah, and they carried away from Ramah the stones and 
�mber Baasha had been using. With them he built up Geba and Mizpah. 7 At that �me Hanani 
the seer came to Asa king of Judah and said to him: “Because you relied on the king of Aram 
and not on the LORD your God, the army of the king of Aram has escaped from your hand. 8 
Were not the Cushites and Libyans a mighty army with great numbers of chariots and 
horsemen? Yet when you relied on the LORD, he delivered them into your hand. 9 For the eyes 
of the LORD range throughout the earth to strengthen those whose hearts are fully commited 
to him. You have done a foolish thing, and from now on you will be at war.” 10 Asa was angry 
with the seer because of this; he was so enraged that he put him in prison. At the same �me 



Asa brutally oppressed some of the people. 11 The events of Asa’s reign, from beginning to end, 
are writen in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 12 In the thirty-ninth year of his reign 
Asa was afflicted with a disease in his feet. Though his disease was severe, even in his illness he 
did not seek help from the LORD, but only from the physicians. 13 Then in the forty-first year of 
his reign Asa died and rested with his ancestors. 14 They buried him in the tomb that he had cut 
out for himself in the City of David. They laid him on a bier covered with spices and various 
blended perfumes, and they made a huge fire in his honor. 

HEZEKIAH CELEBRATES THE PASSOVER 
(2 Chronicles 30:1-31:1, New Interna�onal Version) 

30 Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah and also wrote leters to Ephraim and Manasseh, 
invi�ng them to come to the temple of the Lord in Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the 
Lord, the God of Israel. 2 The king and his officials and the whole assembly in Jerusalem decided 
to celebrate the Passover in the second month. 3 They had not been able to celebrate it at the 
regular �me because not enough priests had consecrated themselves and the people had not 
assembled in Jerusalem. 4 The plan seemed right both to the king and to the whole assembly. 5 
They decided to send a proclama�on throughout Israel, from Beersheba to Dan, calling the 
people to come to Jerusalem and celebrate the Passover to the Lord, the God of Israel. It had 
not been celebrated in large numbers according to what was writen. 6 At the king’s command, 
couriers went throughout Israel and Judah with leters from the king and from his officials, 
which read: “People of Israel, return to the Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, that he 
may return to you who are le�, who have escaped from the hand of the kings of Assyria. 7 Do 
not be like your parents and your fellow Israelites, who were unfaithful to the Lord, the God of 
their ancestors, so that he made them an object of horror, as you see. 8 Do not be s�ff-necked, 
as your ancestors were; submit to the Lord. Come to his sanctuary, which he has consecrated 
forever. Serve the Lord your God, so that his fierce anger will turn away from you. 9 If you return 
to the Lord, then your fellow Israelites and your children will be shown compassion by their 
captors and will return to this land, for the Lord your God is gracious and compassionate. He will 
not turn his face from you if you return to him.” 10 The couriers went from town to town in 
Ephraim and Manasseh, as far as Zebulun, but people scorned and ridiculed them. 11 
Nevertheless, some from Asher, Manasseh and Zebulun humbled themselves and went to 
Jerusalem. 12 Also in Judah the hand of God was on the people to give them unity of mind to 
carry out what the king and his officials had ordered, following the word of the Lord. 13 A very 
large crowd of people assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Fes�val of Unleavened Bread in 
the second month. 14 They removed the altars in Jerusalem and cleared away the incense altars 
and threw them into the Kidron Valley. 15 They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the 
fourteenth day of the second month. The priests and the Levites were ashamed and 
consecrated themselves and brought burnt offerings to the temple of the Lord. 16 Then they 



took up their regular posi�ons as prescribed in the Law of Moses the man of God. The priests 
splashed against the altar the blood handed to them by the Levites. 17 Since many in the crowd 
had not consecrated themselves, the Levites had to kill the Passover lambs for all those who 
were not ceremonially clean and could not consecrate their lambs to the Lord. 18 Although 
most of the many people who came from Ephraim, Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun had not 
purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover, contrary to what was writen. But Hezekiah 
prayed for them, saying, “May the Lord, who is good, pardon everyone 19 who sets their heart 
on seeking God—the Lord, the God of their ancestors—even if they are not clean according to 
the rules of the sanctuary.” 20 And the Lord heard Hezekiah and healed the people. 21 The 
Israelites who were present in Jerusalem celebrated the Fes�val of Unleavened Bread for seven 
days with great rejoicing, while the Levites and priests praised the Lord every day with 
resounding instruments dedicated to the Lord. 22 Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the 
Levites, who showed good understanding of the service of the Lord. For the seven days they ate 
their assigned por�on and offered fellowship offerings and praised the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors. 23 The whole assembly then agreed to celebrate the fes�val seven more days; so for 
another seven days they celebrated joyfully. 24 Hezekiah king of Judah provided a thousand 
bulls and seven thousand sheep and goats for the assembly, and the officials provided them 
with a thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep and goats. A great number of priests consecrated 
themselves. 25 The en�re assembly of Judah rejoiced, along with the priests and Levites and all 
who had assembled from Israel, including the foreigners who had come from Israel and also 
those who resided in Judah. 26 There was great joy in Jerusalem, for since the days of Solomon 
son of David king of Israel there had been nothing like this in Jerusalem. 27 The priests and the 
Levites stood to bless the people, and God heard them, for their prayer reached heaven, his 
holy dwelling place. 31 When all this had ended, the Israelites who were there went out to the 
towns of Judah, smashed the sacred stones and cut down the Asherah poles. They destroyed 
the high places and the altars throughout Judah and Benjamin and in Ephraim and Manasseh. 
A�er they had destroyed all of them, the Israelites returned to their own towns and to their 
own property. 

THE SUPREMACY OF THE SON OF GOD 
(Colossians 1:15-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all crea�on. 16 For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or 
powers or rulers or authori�es; all things have been created through him and for him. 17 He is 
before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18 And he is the head of the body, the 
church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he 
might have the supremacy. 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, 20 and 
through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by 



making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 21 Once you were alienated from God and 
were enemies in your minds because of your evil behavior. 22 But now he has reconciled you by 
Christ’s physical body through death to present you holy in his sight, without blemish and free 
from accusa�on— 23 if you con�nue in your faith, established and firm, and do not move from 
the hope held out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed 
to every creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul, have become a servant. 

LIVING AS THOSE MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST 
(Colossians 3:1-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For 
you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 
appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 5 Put to death, therefore, whatever 
belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and greed, which is 
idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 7 You used to walk in these ways, in 
the life you once lived. 8 But now you must also rid yourselves of all such things as these: anger, 
rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from your lips. 9 Do not lie to each other, since you 
have taken off your old self with its prac�ces 10 and have put on the new self, which is being 
renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 11 Here there is no Gen�le or Jew, 
circumcised or uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave or free, but Christ is all, and is in all. 12 
Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, 
kindness, humility, gentleness and pa�ence. 13 Bear with each other and forgive one another if 
any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 14 And over all 
these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. 15 Let the peace of 
Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to peace. And be 
thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one 
another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gra�tude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLDS 
(Colossians 3:18-4:1, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 Wives, submit yourselves to your husbands, as is fi�ng in the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your 
wives and do not be harsh with them. 20 Children, obey your parents in everything, for this 
pleases the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not embiter your children, or they will become discouraged. 22 
Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on you and 
to curry their favor, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. 23 Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters, 24 since you 



know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving. 25 Anyone who does wrong will be repaid for their wrongs, and there is no favori�sm. 
4:1 Masters, provide your slaves with what is right and fair, because you know that you also 
have a Master in heaven. 

FURTHER INSTRUCTIONS 
(Colossians 4:2-6, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may 
open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in 
chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward 
outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversa�on be always full of grace, 
seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. 

FINAL GREETINGS 
(Colossians 4:7-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 Tychicus will tell you all the news about me. He is a dear brother, a faithful minister and fellow 
servant in the Lord. 8 I am sending him to you for the express purpose that you may know about 
our circumstances and that he may encourage your hearts. 9 He is coming with Onesimus, our 
faithful and dear brother, who is one of you. They will tell you everything that is happening 
here. 10 My fellow prisoner Aristarchus sends you his gree�ngs, as does Mark, the cousin of 
Barnabas. (You have received instruc�ons about him; if he comes to you, welcome him.) 11 
Jesus, who is called Justus, also sends gree�ngs. These are the only Jews among my co-workers 
for the kingdom of God, and they have proved a comfort to me. 12 Epaphras, who is one of you 
and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends gree�ngs. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you 
may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is 
working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis. 14 Our dear friend Luke, the 
doctor, and Demas send gree�ngs. 15 Give my gree�ngs to the brothers and sisters at Laodicea, 
and to Nympha and the church in her house. 16 A�er this leter has been read to you, see that 
it is also read in the church of the Laodiceans and that you in turn read the leter from Laodicea. 
17 Tell Archippus: “See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in the Lord.” 18 I, 
Paul, write this gree�ng in my own hand. Remember my chains. Grace be with you. 

THANKSGIVING 
(1 Corinthians 1:4-9, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 I always thank my God for you because of his grace given you in Christ Jesus. 5 For in him you 
have been enriched in every way—with all kinds of speech and with all knowledge— 6 God thus 
confirming our tes�mony about Christ among you. 7 Therefore you do not lack any spiritual gi� 
as you eagerly wait for our Lord Jesus Christ to be revealed. 8 He will also keep you firm to the 



end, so that you will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, who has 
called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

CORRECTING AN ABUSE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
(1 Corinthians 1:17-34, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 In the following direc�ves I have no praise for you, for your mee�ngs do more harm than 
good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions 
among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among 
you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you come together, it is not 
the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are ea�ng, some of you go ahead with your own 
private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you 
have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humilia�ng those who 
have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this mater! 23 For I 
received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, a�er supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death un�l he comes. 27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 
For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 
themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 
fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come 
under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are 
being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world. 33 So then, my 
brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Anyone who is 
hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in 
judgment. And when I come I will give further direc�ons. 

CHRIST CRUCIFIED IS GOD’S POWER AND WISDOM 
(1 Corinthians 1:18-2:5, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are 
being saved it is the power of God. 19 For it is writen: “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 
the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 20 Where is the wise person? Where is the 
teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom 
of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know 
him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 



22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a 
stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gen�les, 24 but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God 
is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than human strength. 
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were 
wise by human standards; not many were influen�al; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God 
chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised 
things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast 
before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 
from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemp�on. 31 Therefore, as it is writen: 
“Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 2:1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. 
When I came to you, I did not come with eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed to you 
the tes�mony about God. 2 For I resolved to know nothing while I was with you except Jesus 
Christ and him crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness with great fear and trembling. 4 My 
message and my preaching were not with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstra�on 
of the Spirit’s power, 5 so that your faith might not rest on human wisdom, but on God’s power. 

GOD’S WISDOM REVEALED BY THE SPIRIT 
(1 Corinthians 2:6-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this 
age or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 7 No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 
mystery that has been hidden and that God des�ned for our glory before �me began. 8 None of 
the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory. 9 However, as it is writen: 
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”— the 
things God has prepared for those who love him— 10 these are the things God has revealed to 
us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 11 For who knows a 
person’s thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the 
thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 12 What we have received is not the spirit of the 
world, but the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 
13 This is what we speak, not in words taught us by human wisdom but in words taught by the 
Spirit, explaining spiritual reali�es with Spirit-taught words. 14 The person without the Spirit 
does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of God but considers them foolishness, 
and cannot understand them because they are discerned only through the Spirit. 15 The person 
with the Spirit makes judgments about all things, but such a person is not subject to merely 
human judgments, 16 for, “Who has known the mind of the Lord so as to instruct him?” But we 
have the mind of Christ. 



THE CHURCH AND ITS LEADERS 
(1 Corinthians 3:1-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Brothers and sisters, I could not address you as people who live by the Spirit but as people 
who are s�ll worldly—mere infants in Christ. 2 I gave you milk, not solid food, for you were not 
yet ready for it. Indeed, you are s�ll not ready. 3 You are s�ll worldly. For since there is jealousy 
and quarreling among you, are you not worldly? Are you not ac�ng like mere humans? 4 For 
when one says, “I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not mere human beings? 
5 What, a�er all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 
believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but 
God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is 
anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who waters 
have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own labor. 9 For we are 
co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 10 By the grace God has given 
me, I laid a founda�on as a wise builder, and someone else is building on it. But each one should 
build with care. 11 For no one can lay any founda�on other than the one already laid, which is 
Jesus Christ. 12 If anyone builds on this founda�on using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or 
straw, 13 their work will be shown for what it is, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be 
revealed with fire, and the fire will test the quality of each person’s work. 14 If what has been 
built survives, the builder will receive a reward. 15 If it is burned up, the builder will suffer loss 
but yet will be saved—even though only as one escaping through the flames. 16 Don’t you 
know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your midst? 17 If 
anyone destroys God’s temple, God will destroy that person; for God’s temple is sacred, and you 
together are that temple. 18 Do not deceive yourselves. If any of you think you are wise by the 
standards of this age, you should become “fools” so that you may become wise. 19 For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight. As it is writen: “He catches the wise in their 
cra�iness”; 20 and again, “The Lord knows that the thoughts of the wise are fu�le.” 21 So then, 
no more boas�ng about human leaders! All things are yours, 22 whether Paul or Apollos or 
Cephas or the world or life or death or the present or the future—all are yours, 23 and you are 
of Christ, and Christ is of God. 

THE NATURE OF TRUE APOSTLESHIP 
(1 Corinthians 4:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 This, then, is how you ought to regard us: as servants of Christ and as those entrusted with the 
mysteries God has revealed. 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must 
prove faithful. 3 I care very litle if I am judged by you or by any human court; indeed, I do not 
even judge myself. 4 My conscience is clear, but that does not make me innocent. It is the Lord 
who judges me. 5 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed �me; wait un�l the Lord 



comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness and will expose the mo�ves of the 
heart. At that �me each will receive their praise from God. 6 Now, brothers and sisters, I have 
applied these things to myself and Apollos for your benefit, so that you may learn from us the 
meaning of the saying, “Do not go beyond what is writen.” Then you will not be puffed up in 
being a follower of one of us over against the other. 7 For who makes you different from anyone 
else? What do you have that you did not receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as 
though you did not? 8 Already you have all you want! Already you have become rich! You have 
begun to reign—and that without us! How I wish that you really had begun to reign so that we 
also might reign with you! 9 For it seems to me that God has put us apostles on display at the 
end of the procession, like those condemned to die in the arena. We have been made a 
spectacle to the whole universe, to angels as well as to human beings. 10 We are fools for 
Christ, but you are so wise in Christ! We are weak, but you are strong! You are honored, we are 
dishonored! 11 To this very hour we go hungry and thirsty, we are in rags, we are brutally 
treated, we are homeless. 12 We work hard with our own hands. When we are cursed, we 
bless; when we are persecuted, we endure it; 13 when we are slandered, we answer kindly. We 
have become the scum of the earth, the garbage of the world—right up to this moment. 

SEXUAL IMMORALITY 
(1 Corinthians 6:12-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right 
to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by anything. 13 You say, “Food for the stomach and 
the stomach for food, and God will destroy them both.” The body, however, is not meant for 
sexual immorality but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. 14 By his power God raised the 
Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also. 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members 
of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a pros�tute? 
Never! 16 Do you not know that he who unites himself with a pros�tute is one with her in 
body? For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.” 17 But whoever is united with the Lord is 
one with him in spirit. 18 Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a person commits are 
outside the body, but whoever sins sexually, sins against their own body. 19 Do you not know 
that your bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from 
God? You are not your own; 20 you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your 
bodies. 

CONCERNING MARRIED LIFE 
(1 Corinthians 7:1-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 Now for the maters you wrote about: “It is good for a man not to have sexual rela�ons with a 
woman.” 2 But since sexual immorality is occurring, each man should have sexual rela�ons with 
his own wife, and each woman with her own husband. 3 The husband should fulfill his marital 



duty to his wife, and likewise the wife to her husband. 4 The wife does not have authority over 
her own body but yields it to her husband. In the same way, the husband does not have 
authority over his own body but yields it to his wife.5 Do not deprive each other except perhaps 
by mutual consent and for a �me, so that you may devote yourselves to prayer. Then come 
together again so that Satan will not tempt you because of your lack of self-control. 6 I say this 
as a concession, not as a command. 7 I wish that all of you were as I am. But each of you has 
your own gi� from God; one has this gi�, another has that.8 Now to the unmarried and the 
widows I say: It is good for them to stay unmarried, as I do. 9 But if they cannot control 
themselves, they should marry, for it is beter to marry than to burn with passion. 10 To the 
married I give this command (not I, but the Lord): A wife must not separate from her husband. 
11 But if she does, she must remain unmarried or else be reconciled to her husband. And a 
husband must not divorce his wife. 12 To the rest I say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a 
wife who is not a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a 
woman has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not 
divorce him. 14 For the unbelieving husband has been sanc�fied through his wife, and the 
unbelieving wife has been sanc�fied through her believing husband. Otherwise your children 
would be unclean, but as it is, they are holy. 15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The 
brother or the sister is not bound in such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace. 16 
How do you know, wife, whether you will save your husband? Or, how do you know, husband, 
whether you will save your wife? 

PAUL’S RIGHTS AS AN APOSTLE 
(1 Corinthians 9:1-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 Am I not free? Am I not an apostle? Have I not seen Jesus our Lord? Are you not the result of 
my work in the Lord? 2 Even though I may not be an apostle to others, surely I am to you! For 
you are the seal of my apostleship in the Lord. 3 This is my defense to those who sit in judgment 
on me. 4 Don’t we have the right to food and drink? 5 Don’t we have the right to take a 
believing wife along with us, as do the other apostles and the Lord’s brothers and Cephas? 6 Or 
is it only I and Barnabas who lack the right to not work for a living? 7 Who serves as a soldier at 
his own expense? Who plants a vineyard and does not eat its grapes? Who tends a flock and 
does not drink the milk? 8 Do I say this merely on human authority? Doesn’t the Law say the 
same thing? 9 For it is writen in the Law of Moses: “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out 
the grain.” Is it about oxen that God is concerned? 10 Surely he says this for us, doesn’t he? Yes, 
this was writen for us, because whoever plows and threshes should be able to do so in the 
hope of sharing in the harvest. 11 If we have sown spiritual seed among you, is it too much if we 
reap a material harvest from you? 12 If others have this right of support from you, shouldn’t we 
have it all the more? But we did not use this right. On the contrary, we put up with anything 
rather than hinder the gospel of Christ. 13 Don’t you know that those who serve in the temple 



get their food from the temple, and that those who serve at the altar share in what is offered on 
the altar? 14 In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel 
should receive their living from the gospel. 15 But I have not used any of these rights. And I am 
not wri�ng this in the hope that you will do such things for me, for I would rather die than allow 
anyone to deprive me of this boast. 16 For when I preach the gospel, I cannot boast, since I am 
compelled to preach. Woe to me if I do not preach the gospel! 17 If I preach voluntarily, I have a 
reward; if not voluntarily, I am simply discharging the trust commited to me. 18 What then is 
my reward? Just this: that in preaching the gospel I may offer it free of charge, and so not make 
full use of my rights as a preacher of the gospel. 

THE NEED FOR SELF-DISCIPLINE 
(1 Corinthians 9:24-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a 
way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training. They 
do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will last forever. 26 
Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a boxer bea�ng the air. 
27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that a�er I have preached to others, I 
myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

WARNINGS FROM ISRAEL'S HISTORY 
(1 Corinthians 10:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our ancestors were 
all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 2 They were all bap�zed into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 4 and drank the same 
spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was 
Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scatered in 
the wilderness. 6 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from se�ng our hearts on 
evil things as they did. 7 Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is writen: “The people 
sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 8 We should not commit sexual 
immorality, as some of them did—and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died. 9 We 
should not test Christ, as some of them did—and were killed by snakes. 10 And do not grumble, 
as some of them did—and were killed by the destroying angel. 11 These things happened to 
them as examples and were writen down as warnings for us, on whom the culmina�on of the 
ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No 
tempta�on has overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can endure it. 



THE BELIEVER’S FREEDOM 
(1 Corinthians 10:23-33, New Interna�onal Version) 

23 “I have the right to do anything,” you say—but not everything is beneficial. “I have the right 
to do anything”—but not everything is construc�ve. 24 No one should seek their own good, but 
the good of others. 25 Eat anything sold in the meat market without raising ques�ons of 
conscience, 26 for, “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” 27 If an unbeliever invites you 
to a meal and you want to go, eat whatever is put before you without raising ques�ons of 
conscience. 28 But if someone says to you, “This has been offered in sacrifice,” then do not eat 
it, both for the sake of the one who told you and for the sake of conscience. 29 I am referring to 
the other person’s conscience, not yours. For why is my freedom being judged by another’s 
conscience? 30 If I take part in the meal with thankfulness, why am I denounced because of 
something I thank God for? 31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the 
glory of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God— 
33 even as I try to please everyone in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the 
good of many, so that they may be saved. 

CORRECTING AN ABUSE OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 
(1 Corinthians 11:17-34, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 In the following direc�ves I have no praise for you, for your mee�ngs do more harm than 
good. 18 In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions 
among you, and to some extent I believe it. 19 No doubt there have to be differences among 
you to show which of you have God’s approval. 20 So then, when you come together, it is not 
the Lord’s Supper you eat, 21 for when you are ea�ng, some of you go ahead with your own 
private suppers. As a result, one person remains hungry and another gets drunk. 22 Don’t you 
have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God by humilia�ng those who 
have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you? Certainly not in this mater! 23 For I 
received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 
betrayed, took bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body, 
which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way, a�er supper he took the 
cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in 
remembrance of me.” 26 For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the 
Lord’s death un�l he comes. 27 So then, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in 
an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. 28 
Everyone ought to examine themselves before they eat of the bread and drink from the cup. 29 
For those who eat and drink without discerning the body of Christ eat and drink judgment on 
themselves. 30 That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have 
fallen asleep. 31 But if we were more discerning with regard to ourselves, we would not come 



under such judgment. 32 Nevertheless, when we are judged in this way by the Lord, we are 
being disciplined so that we will not be finally condemned with the world. 33 So then, my 
brothers and sisters, when you gather to eat, you should all eat together. 34 Anyone who is 
hungry should eat something at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in 
judgment. And when I come I will give further direc�ons. 

UNITY AND DIVERSITY IN THE BODY 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13 For we were all bap�zed by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews or 
Gen�les, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink. 14 Even so the body is not 
made up of one part but of many. 15 Now if the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do 
not belong to the body,” it would not for that reason stop being part of the body. 16 And if the 
ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” it would not for that 
reason stop being part of the body. 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would the sense of 
hearing be? If the whole body were an ear, where would the sense of smell be? 18 But in fact 
God has placed the parts in the body, every one of them, just as he wanted them to be. 19 If 
they were all one part, where would the body be? 20 As it is, there are many parts, but one 
body. 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the 
feet, “I don’t need you!” 22 On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be weaker are 
indispensable, 23 and the parts that we think are less honorable we treat with special honor. 
And the parts that are unpresentable are treated with special modesty, 24 while our 
presentable parts need no special treatment. But God has put the body together, giving greater 
honor to the parts that lacked it, 25 so that there should be no division in the body, but that its 
parts should have equal concern for each other. 26 If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; 
if one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and each 
one of you is a part of it. 28 And God has placed in the church first of all apostles, second 
prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gi�s of healing, of helping, of guidance, and of 
different kinds of tongues. 29 Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work 
miracles? 30 Do all have gi�s of healing? Do all speak in tongues? Do all interpret? 31 Now 
eagerly desire the greater gi�s. 

LOVE IS INDISPENSABLE 
(1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 And yet I will show you the most excellent way. 13:1 If I speak in the tongues of men or of 
angels, but do not have love, I am only a resounding gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 If I have the 
gi� of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have a faith that can 
move mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give all I possess to the poor and give 



over my body to hardship that I may boast, but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is 
pa�ent, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not dishonor 
others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. 6 Love does 
not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, 
always perseveres. 8 Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they will cease; where 
there are tongues, they will be s�lled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away. 9 For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, 10 but when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. 11 When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of childhood behind me. 12 For now we see only a 
reflec�on as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known. 13 And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love. 

THE RESURRECTION OF CHRIST 
(1 Corinthians 15:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Now, brothers and sisters, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you 
received and on which you have taken your stand. 2 By this gospel you are saved, if you hold 
firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. 3 For what I received 
I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 
5 and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. 6 A�er that, he appeared to more 
than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same �me, most of whom are s�ll living, 
though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8 and 
last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me was not without effect. No, 
I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me. 11 Whether, 
then, it is I or they, this is what we preach, and this is what you believed. 

THE RESURRECTION BODY 
1 Corinthians 15:35-58, New Interna�onal Version 

35 But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 
36 How foolish! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. 37 When you sow, you do 
not plant the body that will be, but just a seed, perhaps of wheat or of something else. 38 But 
God gives it a body as he has determined, and to each kind of seed he gives its own body. 39 
Not all flesh is the same: People have one kind of flesh, animals have another, birds another and 
fish another. 40 There are also heavenly bodies and there are earthly bodies; but the splendor 
of the heavenly bodies is one kind, and the splendor of the earthly bodies is another. 41 The sun 



has one kind of splendor, the moon another and the stars another; and star differs from star in 
splendor. 42 So will it be with the resurrec�on of the dead. The body that is sown is perishable, 
it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 
raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural 
body, there is also a spiritual body. 45 So it is writen: “The first man Adam became a living 
being”; the last Adam, a life-giving spirit. 46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and 
a�er that the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the second man is of 
heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly 
man, so also are those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image of the 
earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man. 50 I declare to you, brothers and 
sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit 
the imperishable. 51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will 
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must 
clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable 
has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is 
writen will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your 
victory? Where, O death, is your s�ng?” 56 The s�ng of death is sin, and the power of sin is the 
law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 
Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in 
vain. 

PERSONAL REQUESTS 
(1 Corinthians 16:5-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 A�er I go through Macedonia, I will come to you—for I will be going through Macedonia. 6 
Perhaps I will stay with you for a while, or even spend the winter, so that you can help me on my 
journey, wherever I go. 7 For I do not want to see you now and make only a passing visit; I hope 
to spend some �me with you, if the Lord permits. 8 But I will stay on at Ephesus un�l Pentecost, 
9 because a great door for effec�ve work has opened to me, and there are many who oppose 
me. 10 When Timothy comes, see to it that he has nothing to fear while he is with you, for he is 
carrying on the work of the Lord, just as I am. 11 No one, then, should treat him with contempt. 
Send him on his way in peace so that he may return to me. I am expec�ng him along with the 
brothers. 12 Now about our brother Apollos: I strongly urged him to go to you with the 
brothers. He was quite unwilling to go now, but he will go when he has the opportunity. 13 Be 
on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. 14 Do everything in love. 15 
You know that the household of Stephanas were the first converts in Achaia, and they have 
devoted themselves to the service of the Lord’s people. I urge you, brothers and sisters, 16 to 



submit to such people and to everyone who joins in the work and labors at it. 17 I was glad 
when Stephanas, Fortunatus and Achaicus arrived, because they have supplied what was 
lacking from you. 18 For they refreshed my spirit and yours also. Such men deserve recogni�on. 

PRAISE TO THE GOD OF ALL COMFORT 
(2 Corinthians 1:3-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 
God of all comfort, 4 who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. 5 For just as we share abundantly in 
the sufferings of Christ, so also our comfort abounds through Christ. 6 If we are distressed, it is 
for your comfort and salva�on; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in 
you pa�ent endurance of the same sufferings we suffer. 7 And our hope for you is firm, because 
we know that just as you share in our sufferings, so also you share in our comfort. 8 We do not 
want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about the troubles we experienced in the 
province of Asia. We were under great pressure, far beyond our ability to endure, so that we 
despaired of life itself. 9 Indeed, we felt we had received the sentence of death. But this 
happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead. 10 He has 
delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will deliver us again. On him we have set our hope 
that he will con�nue to deliver us, 11 as you help us by your prayers. Then many will give thanks 
on our behalf for the gracious favor granted us in answer to the prayers of many. 

MINISTERS OF THE NEW COVENANT 
(2 Corinthians 2:12-3:6, New Interna�onal Version) 

2:12 Now when I went to Troas to preach the gospel of Christ and found that the Lord had 
opened a door for me, 13 I s�ll had no peace of mind, because I did not find my brother Titus 
there. So I said goodbye to them and went on to Macedonia. 14 But thanks be to God, who 
always leads us as cap�ves in Christ’s triumphal procession and uses us to spread the aroma of 
the knowledge of him everywhere. 15 For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ among 
those who are being saved and those who are perishing. 16 To the one we are an aroma that 
brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal to such a task? 17 Unlike 
so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary, in Christ we speak 
before God with sincerity, as those sent from God. 3:1 Are we beginning to commend ourselves 
again? Or do we need, like some people, leters of recommenda�on to you or from you? 2 You 
yourselves are our leter, writen on our hearts, known and read by everyone. 3 You show that 
you are a leter from Christ, the result of our ministry, writen not with ink but with the Spirit of 
the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts. 4 Such confidence we 
have through Christ before God. 5 Not that we are competent in ourselves to claim anything for 



ourselves, but our competence comes from God. 6 He has made us competent as ministers of a 
new covenant—not of the leter but of the Spirit; for the leter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

PRESENT WEAKNESS AND RESURRECTION LIFE 
(2 Corinthians 4:1-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Therefore, since through God’s mercy we have this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2 Rather, 
we have renounced secret and shameful ways; we do not use decep�on, nor do we distort the 
word of God. On the contrary, by se�ng forth the truth plainly we commend ourselves to 
everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. 3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those 
who are perishing. 4 The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they 
cannot see the light of the gospel that displays the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5 
For what we preach is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, and ourselves as your servants for 
Jesus’ sake. 6 For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” made his light shine in our 
hearts to give us the light of the knowledge of God’s glory displayed in the face of Christ. 7 But 
we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from God and not 
from us. 8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; 9 
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but not destroyed. 10 We always carry around in 
our body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be revealed in our body. 11 For 
we who are alive are always being given over to death for Jesus’ sake, so that his life may also 
be revealed in our mortal body. 12 So then, death is at work in us, but life is at work in you. 13 It 
is writen: “I believed; therefore I have spoken.” Since we have that same spirit of faith, we also 
believe and therefore speak, 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus from 
the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present us with you to himself. 15 All this is for your 
benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 
overflow to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are 
was�ng away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary 
troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes 
not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen 
is eternal. 

AWAITING THE NEW BODY 
(2 Corinthians 5:1-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from God, an 
eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands. 2 Meanwhile we groan, longing to be 
clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, 3 because when we are clothed, we will not be 
found naked. 4 For while we are in this tent, we groan and are burdened, because we do not 
wish to be unclothed but to be clothed instead with our heavenly dwelling, so that what is 
mortal may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now the one who has fashioned us for this very purpose 



is God, who has given us the Spirit as a deposit, guaranteeing what is to come. 6 Therefore we 
are always confident and know that as long as we are at home in the body we are away from 
the Lord. 7 For we live by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, I say, and would prefer to be 
away from the body and at home with the Lord. 9 So we make it our goal to please him, 
whether we are at home in the body or away from it. 10 For we must all appear before the 
judgment seat of Christ, so that each of us may receive what is due us for the things done while 
in the body, whether good or bad. 

The MINISTRY OF RECONCILIATION 
(2 Corinthians 5:11-6:2, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Since, then, we know what it is to fear the Lord, we try to persuade others. What we are is 
plain to God, and I hope it is also plain to your conscience. 12 We are not trying to commend 
ourselves to you again, but are giving you an opportunity to take pride in us, so that you can 
answer those who take pride in what is seen rather than in what is in the heart. 13 If we are 
“out of our mind,” as some say, it is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 14 For 
Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that one died for all, and therefore all died. 
15 And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who 
died for them and was raised again. 16 So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point 
of view. Though we once regarded Christ in this way, we do so no longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone 
is in Christ, the new crea�on has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from 
God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconcilia�on: 19 
that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not coun�ng people’s sins against them. 
And he has commited to us the message of reconcilia�on. 20 We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s 
behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him 
we might become the righteousness of God. 6:1 As God’s co-workers we urge you not to receive 
God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, “In the �me of my favor I heard you, and in the day of 
salva�on I helped you.” I tell you, now is the �me of God’s favor, now is the day of salva�on. 

WARNING AGAINST IDOLATRY 
(2 Corinthians 6:14-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righteousness and wickedness have 
in common? Or what fellowship can light have with darkness? 15 What harmony is there 
between Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? 16 
What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the temple of the 
living God. As God has said: “I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they will be my people.” 17 Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, says the 



Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.” 18 And, “I will be a Father to you, and you 
will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.” 

PAUL’S JOY OVER THE CHURCH’S REPENTANCE 
(2 Corinthians 7:2-16, New Interna�onal Version) 
2 Make room for us in your hearts. We have wronged no one, we have corrupted no one, we 
have exploited no one. 3 I do not say this to condemn you; I have said before that you have such 
a place in our hearts that we would live or die with you. 4 I have spoken to you with great 
frankness; I take great pride in you. I am greatly encouraged; in all our troubles my joy knows no 
bounds. 5 For when we came into Macedonia, we had no rest, but we were harassed at every 
turn—conflicts on the outside, fears within. 6 But God, who comforts the downcast, comforted 
us by the coming of Titus, 7 and not only by his coming but also by the comfort you had given 
him. He told us about your longing for me, your deep sorrow, your ardent concern for me, so 
that my joy was greater than ever. 8 Even if I caused you sorrow by my leter, I do not regret it. 
Though I did regret it—I see that my leter hurt you, but only for a litle while— 9 yet now I am 
happy, not because you were made sorry, but because your sorrow led you to repentance. For 
you became sorrowful as God intended and so were not harmed in any way by us. 10 Godly 
sorrow brings repentance that leads to salva�on and leaves no regret, but worldly sorrow brings 
death. 11 See what this godly sorrow has produced in you: what earnestness, what eagerness to 
clear yourselves, what indigna�on, what alarm, what longing, what concern, what readiness to 
see jus�ce done. At every point you have proved yourselves to be innocent in this mater. 12 So 
even though I wrote to you, it was neither on account of the one who did the wrong nor on 
account of the injured party, but rather that before God you could see for yourselves how 
devoted to us you are. 13 By all this we are encouraged. In addi�on to our own encouragement, 
we were especially delighted to see how happy Titus was, because his spirit has been refreshed 
by all of you. 14 I had boasted to him about you, and you have not embarrassed me. But just as 
everything we said to you was true, so our boas�ng about you to Titus has proved to be true as 
well. 15 And his affec�on for you is all the greater when he remembers that you were all 
obedient, receiving him with fear and trembling. 16 I am glad I can have complete confidence in 
you. 

THE COLLECTION FOR THE LORD’S PEOPLE 
(2 Corinthians 8:1-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the 
Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their 
extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I tes�fy that they gave as much as they were 
able, and even beyond their ability. En�rely on their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for 
the privilege of sharing in this service to the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our 



expecta�ons: They gave themselves first of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to 
us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to comple�on this 
act of grace on your part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, 
in complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel in this 
grace of giving. 8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by 
comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich. 10 And here is my judgment about what is best for you in this mater. Last 
year you were the first not only to give but also to have the desire to do so. 11 Now finish the 
work, so that your eager willingness to do it may be matched by your comple�on of it, 
according to your means. 12 For if the willingness is there, the gi� is acceptable according to 
what one has, not according to what one does not have. 13 Our desire is not that others might 
be relieved while you are hard pressed, but that there might be equality. 14 At the present �me 
your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. 
The goal is equality, 15 as it is writen: “The one who gathered much did not have too much, 
and the one who gathered litle did not have too litle.” 

TITUS SENT TO RECEIVE THE COLLECTION 
(2 Corinthians 8:16-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same concern I have for you. 17 For 
Titus not only welcomed our appeal, but he is coming to you with much enthusiasm and on his 
own ini�a�ve. 18 And we are sending along with him the brother who is praised by all the 
churches for his service to the gospel. 19 What is more, he was chosen by the churches to 
accompany us as we carry the offering, which we administer in order to honor the Lord himself 
and to show our eagerness to help. 20 We want to avoid any cri�cism of the way we administer 
this liberal gi�. 21 For we are taking pains to do what is right, not only in the eyes of the Lord 
but also in the eyes of man. 22 In addi�on, we are sending with them our brother who has o�en 
proved to us in many ways that he is zealous, and now even more so because of his great 
confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and co-worker among you; as for our 
brothers, they are representa�ves of the churches and an honor to Christ. 24 Therefore show 
these men the proof of your love and the reason for our pride in you, so that the churches can 
see it. 

PAUL'S VISION AND HIS THORN 
(2 Corinthians 12:1-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 I must go on boas�ng. Although there is nothing to be gained, I will go on to visions and 
revela�ons from the Lord. 2 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the 
third heaven. Whether it was in the body or out of the body I do not know—God knows. 3 And I 



know that this man—whether in the body or apart from the body I do not know, but God 
knows— 4 was caught up to paradise and heard inexpressible things, things that no one is 
permited to tell. 5 I will boast about a man like that, but I will not boast about myself, except 
about my weaknesses. 6 Even if I should choose to boast, I would not be a fool, because I would 
be speaking the truth. But I refrain, so no one will think more of me than is warranted by what I 
do or say, 7 or because of these surpassingly great revela�ons. Therefore, in order to keep me 
from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 
8 Three �mes I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is 
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more 
gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10 That is why, for Christ’s 
sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecu�ons, in difficul�es. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong. 

FINAL WARNINGS 
(2 Corinthians 13:1-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 This will be my third visit to you. “Every mater must be established by the tes�mony of two 
or three witnesses.” 2 I already gave you a warning when I was with you the second �me. I now 
repeat it while absent: On my return I will not spare those who sinned earlier or any of the 
others, 3 since you are demanding proof that Christ is speaking through me. He is not weak in 
dealing with you, but is powerful among you. 4 For to be sure, he was crucified in weakness, yet 
he lives by God’s power. Likewise, we are weak in him, yet by God’s power we will live with him 
in our dealing with you. 5 Examine yourselves to see whether you are in the faith; test 
yourselves. Do you not realize that Christ Jesus is in you—unless, of course, you fail the test? 6 
And I trust that you will discover that we have not failed the test. 7 Now we pray to God that 
you will not do anything wrong—not so that people will see that we have stood the test but so 
that you will do what is right even though we may seem to have failed. 8 For we cannot do 
anything against the truth, but only for the truth. 9 We are glad whenever we are weak but you 
are strong; and our prayer is that you may be fully restored. 10 This is why I write these things 
when I am absent, that when I come I may not have to be harsh in my use of authority—the 
authority the Lord gave me for building you up, not for tearing you down. 

THE END OF TIMES 
(Daniel 12:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 “At that �me Michael, the great prince who protects your people, will arise. There will be a 
�me of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of na�ons un�l then. But at that 
�me your people—everyone whose name is found writen in the book—will be delivered. 2 
Mul�tudes who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everlas�ng life, others to 
shame and everlas�ng contempt. 3 Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the 



heavens, and those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever and ever. 4 But you, 
Daniel, roll up and seal the words of the scroll un�l the �me of the end. Many will go here and 
there to increase knowledge.” 5 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood two others, 
one on this bank of the river and one on the opposite bank. 6 One of them said to the man 
clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, “How long will it be before these 
astonishing things are fulfilled?” 7 The man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the 
river, li�ed his right hand and his le� hand toward heaven, and I heard him swear by him who 
lives forever, saying, “It will be for a �me, �mes and half a �me. When the power of the holy 
people has been finally broken, all these things will be completed.” 8 I heard, but I did not 
understand. So I asked, “My lord, what will the outcome of all this be?” 9 He replied, “Go your 
way, Daniel, because the words are rolled up and sealed un�l the �me of the end. 10 Many will 
be purified, made spotless and refined, but the wicked will con�nue to be wicked. None of the 
wicked will understand, but those who are wise will understand. 
11 “From the �me that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomina�on that causes 
desola�on is set up, there will be 1,290 days. 12 Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches 
the end of the 1,335 days. 13 “As for you, go your way �ll the end. You will rest, and then at the 
end of the days you will rise to receive your alloted inheritance.” 

LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD 
(Deuteronomy 6:1-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to 
observe in the land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 2 so that you, your children and 
their children a�er them may fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his 
decrees and commands that I give you, and so that you may enjoy long life. 3 Hear, Israel, and 
be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land 
flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your ancestors, promised you. 4 Hear, 
O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 5 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. 6 These commandments that I give you today are 
to be on your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home 
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 8 Tie them as 
symbols on your hands and bind them on your foreheads. 9 Write them on the doorframes of 
your houses and on your gates. 10 When the Lord your God brings you into the land he swore to 
your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, to give you—a land with large, flourishing ci�es you 
did not build, 11 houses filled with all kinds of good things you did not provide, wells you did 
not dig, and vineyards and olive groves you did not plant—then when you eat and are sa�sfied, 
12 be careful that you do not forget the Lord, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of 
slavery. 13 Fear the Lord your God, serve him only and take your oaths in his name. 14 Do not 
follow other gods, the gods of the peoples around you; 15 for the Lord your God, who is among 



you, is a jealous God and his anger will burn against you, and he will destroy you from the face 
of the land. 16 Do not put the Lord your God to the test as you did at Massah. 17 Be sure to 
keep the commands of the Lord your God and the s�pula�ons and decrees he has given you. 18 
Do what is right and good in the Lord’s sight, so that it may go well with you and you may go in 
and take over the good land the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors, 19 thrus�ng out all 
your enemies before you, as the Lord said. 20 In the future, when your son asks you, “What is 
the meaning of the s�pula�ons, decrees and laws the Lord our God has commanded you?” 21 
tell him: “We were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, but the Lord brought us out of Egypt with a 
mighty hand. 22 Before our eyes the Lord sent signs and wonders—great and terrible—on Egypt 
and Pharaoh and his whole household. 23 But he brought us out from there to bring us in and 
give us the land he promised on oath to our ancestors. 24 The Lord commanded us to obey all 
these decrees and to fear the Lord our God, so that we might always prosper and be kept alive, 
as is the case today. 25 And if we are careful to obey all this law before the Lord our God, as he 
has commanded us, that will be our righteousness.” 

DO NOT FORGET THE LORD 
(Deuteronomy 8:1-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 Be careful to follow every command I am giving you today, so that you may live and increase 
and may enter and possess the land the Lord promised on oath to your ancestors. 2 Remember 
how the Lord your God led you all the way in the wilderness these forty years, to humble and 
test you in order to know what was in your heart, whether or not you would keep his 
commands. 3 He humbled you, causing you to hunger and then feeding you with manna, which 
neither you nor your ancestors had known, to teach you that man does not live on bread alone 
but on every word that comes from the mouth of the Lord. 4 Your clothes did not wear out and 
your feet did not swell during these forty years. 5 Know then in your heart that as a man 
disciplines his son, so the Lord your God disciplines you. 6 Observe the commands of the Lord 
your God, walking in obedience to him and revering him. 7 For the Lord your God is bringing you 
into a good land—a land with brooks, streams, and deep springs gushing out into the valleys 
and hills; 8 a land with wheat and barley, vines and fig trees, pomegranates, olive oil and honey; 
9 a land where bread will not be scarce and you will lack nothing; a land where the rocks are 
iron and you can dig copper out of the hills. 10 When you have eaten and are sa�sfied, praise 
the Lord your God for the good land he has given you. 11 Be careful that you do not forget the 
Lord your God, failing to observe his commands, his laws and his decrees that I am giving you 
this day. 12 Otherwise, when you eat and are sa�sfied, when you build fine houses and setle 
down, 13 and when your herds and flocks grow large and your silver and gold increase and all 
you have is mul�plied, 14 then your heart will become proud and you will forget the Lord your 
God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 15 He led you through the vast 
and dreadful wilderness, that thirsty and waterless land, with its venomous snakes and 



scorpions. He brought you water out of hard rock. 16 He gave you manna to eat in the 
wilderness, something your ancestors had never known, to humble and test you so that in the 
end it might go well with you. 17 You may say to yourself, “My power and the strength of my 
hands have produced this wealth for me.” 18 But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who 
gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms his covenant, which he swore to your 
ancestors, as it is today. 19 If you ever forget the Lord your God and follow other gods and 
worship and bow down to them, I tes�fy against you today that you will surely be destroyed. 20 
Like the na�ons the Lord destroyed before you, so you will be destroyed for not obeying the 
Lord your God. 

LOVE AND OBEY THE LORD 
(Deuteronomy 11:1-32, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Love the Lord your God and keep his requirements, his decrees, his laws and his commands 
always. 2 Remember today that your children were not the ones who saw and experienced the 
discipline of the Lord your God: his majesty, his mighty hand, his outstretched arm; 3 the signs 
he performed and the things he did in the heart of Egypt, both to Pharaoh king of Egypt and to 
his whole country; 4 what he did to the Egyp�an army, to its horses and chariots, how he 
overwhelmed them with the waters of the Red Sea as they were pursuing you, and how the 
Lord brought las�ng ruin on them. 5 It was not your children who saw what he did for you in the 
wilderness un�l you arrived at this place, 6 and what he did to Dathan and Abiram, sons of Eliab 
the Reubenite, when the earth opened its mouth right in the middle of all Israel and swallowed 
them up with their households, their tents and every living thing that belonged to them. 7 But it 
was your own eyes that saw all these great things the Lord has done. 8 Observe therefore all the 
commands I am giving you today, so that you may have the strength to go in and take over the 
land that you are crossing the Jordan to possess, 9 and so that you may live long in the land the 
Lord swore to your ancestors to give to them and their descendants, a land flowing with milk 
and honey. 10 The land you are entering to take over is not like the land of Egypt, from which 
you have come, where you planted your seed and irrigated it by foot as in a vegetable garden. 
11 But the land you are crossing the Jordan to take possession of is a land of mountains and 
valleys that drinks rain from heaven. 12 It is a land the Lord your God cares for; the eyes of the 
Lord your God are con�nually on it from the beginning of the year to its end. 13 So if you 
faithfully obey the commands I am giving you today—to love the Lord your God and to serve 
him with all your heart and with all your soul— 14 then I will send rain on your land in its 
season, both autumn and spring rains, so that you may gather in your grain, new wine and olive 
oil. 15 I will provide grass in the fields for your catle, and you will eat and be sa�sfied. 16 Be 
careful, or you will be en�ced to turn away and worship other gods and bow down to them. 17 
Then the Lord’s anger will burn against you, and he will shut up the heavens so that it will not 
rain and the ground will yield no produce, and you will soon perish from the good land the Lord 



is giving you. 18 Fix these words of mine in your hearts and minds; �e them as symbols on your 
hands and bind them on your foreheads. 19 Teach them to your children, talking about them 
when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get 
up. 20 Write them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21 so that your days 
and the days of your children may be many in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors, as 
many as the days that the heavens are above the earth. 22 If you carefully observe all these 
commands I am giving you to follow—to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him 
and to hold fast to him— 23 then the Lord will drive out all these na�ons before you, and you 
will dispossess na�ons larger and stronger than you. 24 Every place where you set your foot will 
be yours: Your territory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and from the Euphrates River to 
the Mediterranean Sea. 25 No one will be able to stand against you. The Lord your God, as he 
promised you, will put the terror and fear of you on the whole land, wherever you go. 26 See, I 
am se�ng before you today a blessing and a curse— 27 the blessing if you obey the commands 
of the Lord your God that I am giving you today; 28 the curse if you disobey the commands of 
the Lord your God and turn from the way that I command you today by following other gods, 
which you have not known. 29 When the Lord your God has brought you into the land you are 
entering to possess, you are to proclaim on Mount Gerizim the blessings, and on Mount Ebal 
the curses. 30 As you know, these mountains are across the Jordan, westward, toward the 
se�ng sun, near the great trees of Moreh, in the territory of those Canaanites living in the 
Arabah in the vicinity of Gilgal. 31 You are about to cross the Jordan to enter and take 
possession of the land the Lord your God is giving you. When you have taken it over and are 
living there, 32 be sure that you obey all the decrees and laws I am se�ng before you today. 

TITHES 
Deuteronomy 14:22-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. 23 Eat the �the of your 
grain, new wine and olive oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the 
Lord your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to 
revere the Lord your God always. 24 But if that place is too distant and you have been blessed 
by the Lord your God and cannot carry your �the (because the place where the Lord will choose 
to put his Name is so far away), 25 then exchange your �the for silver, and take the silver with 
you and go to the place the Lord your God will choose. 26 Use the silver to buy whatever you 
like: catle, sheep, wine or other fermented drink, or anything you wish. Then you and your 
household shall eat there in the presence of the Lord your God and rejoice. 27 And do not 
neglect the Levites living in your towns, for they have no allotment or inheritance of their own. 
28 At the end of every three years, bring all the �thes of that year’s produce and store it in your 
towns, 29 so that the Levites (who have no allotment or inheritance of their own) and the 



foreigners, the fatherless and the widows who live in your towns may come and eat and be 
sa�sfied, and so that the Lord your God may bless you in all the work of your hands. 

EXCLUSION FROM THE ASSEMBLY 
(Deuteronomy 23:1-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

23 No one who has been emasculated by crushing or cu�ng may enter the assembly of the 
Lord. 2 No one born of a forbidden marriage nor any of their descendants may enter the 
assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth genera�on. 3 No Ammonite or Moabite or any of 
their descendants may enter the assembly of the Lord, not even in the tenth genera�on. 4 For 
they did not come to meet you with bread and water on your way when you came out of Egypt, 
and they hired Balaam son of Beor from Pethor in Aram Naharaim to pronounce a curse on you. 
5 However, the Lord your God would not listen to Balaam but turned the curse into a blessing 
for you, because the Lord your God loves you. 6 Do not seek a treaty of friendship with them as 
long as you live. 7 Do not despise an Edomite, for the Edomites are related to you. Do not 
despise an Egyp�an, because you resided as foreigners in their country. 8 The third genera�on 
of children born to them may enter the assembly of the Lord. 

MISCELLANEOUS LAWS 
(Deuteronomy 24:1-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

24 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds something 
indecent about her, and he writes her a cer�ficate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her from 
his house, 2 and if a�er she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another man, 3 and her 
second husband dislikes her and writes her a cer�ficate of divorce, gives it to her and sends her 
from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not allowed to marry 
her again a�er she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of the Lord. Do not 
bring sin upon the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance. 5 If a man has recently 
married, he must not be sent to war or have any other duty laid on him. For one year he is to be 
free to stay at home and bring happiness to the wife he has married. 6 Do not take a pair of 
millstones—not even the upper one—as security for a debt, because that would be taking a 
person’s livelihood as security. 7 If someone is caught kidnapping a fellow Israelite and trea�ng 
or selling them as a slave, the kidnapper must die. You must purge the evil from among you. 8 In 
cases of defiling skin diseases, be very careful to do exactly as the Levi�cal priests instruct you. 
You must follow carefully what I have commanded them. 9 Remember what the Lord your God 
did to Miriam along the way a�er you came out of Egypt. 10 When you make a loan of any kind 
to your neighbor, do not go into their house to get what is offered to you as a pledge. 11 Stay 
outside and let the neighbor to whom you are making the loan bring the pledge out to you. 12 If 
the neighbor is poor, do not go to sleep with their pledge in your possession. 13 Return their 
cloak by sunset so that your neighbor may sleep in it. Then they will thank you, and it will be 



regarded as a righteous act in the sight of the Lord your God. 14 Do not take advantage of a 
hired worker who is poor and needy, whether that worker is a fellow Israelite or a foreigner 
residing in one of your towns. 15 Pay them their wages each day before sunset, because they 
are poor and are coun�ng on it. Otherwise they may cry to the Lord against you, and you will be 
guilty of sin. 16 Parents are not to be put to death for their children, nor children put to death 
for their parents; each will die for their own sin. 17 Do not deprive the foreigner or the 
fatherless of jus�ce, or take the cloak of the widow as a pledge. 18 Remember that you were 
slaves in Egypt and the Lord your God redeemed you from there. That is why I command you to 
do this. 19 When you are harves�ng in your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not go back to 
get it. Leave it for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hands. 20 When you beat the olives from your trees, do not go 
over the branches a second �me. Leave what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the 
widow. 21 When you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, do not go over the vines again. Leave 
what remains for the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow. 22 Remember that you were 
slaves in Egypt. That is why I command you to do this. 

BLESSINGS FOR OBEDIENCE 
(Deuteronomy 28:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

28 If you fully obey the Lord your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, 
the Lord your God will set you high above all the na�ons on earth. 2 All these blessings will 
come on you and accompany you if you obey the Lord your God: 3 You will be blessed in the city 
and blessed in the country. 4 The fruit of your womb will be blessed, and the crops of your land 
and the young of your livestock—the calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 5 Your 
basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 6 You will be blessed when you come in and 
blessed when you go out. 7 The Lord will grant that the enemies who rise up against you will be 
defeated before you. They will come at you from one direc�on but flee from you in seven. 8 The 
Lord will send a blessing on your barns and on everything you put your hand to. The Lord your 
God will bless you in the land he is giving you. 9 The Lord will establish you as his holy people, as 
he promised you on oath, if you keep the commands of the Lord your God and walk in 
obedience to him. 10 Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of 
the Lord, and they will fear you. 11 The Lord will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of 
your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to 
your ancestors to give you. 12 The Lord will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to 
send rain on your land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many 
na�ons but will borrow from none. 13 The Lord will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay 
aten�on to the commands of the Lord your God that I give you this day and carefully follow 
them, you will always be at the top, never at the botom. 14 Do not turn aside from any of the 
commands I give you today, to the right or to the le�, following other gods and serving them. 



CURSES FOR DISOBEDIENCE 
(Deuteronomy 28:15-48, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 However, if you do not obey the Lord your God and do not carefully follow all his commands 
and decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come on you and overtake you: 16 You 
will be cursed in the city and cursed in the country. 17 Your basket and your kneading trough 
will be cursed. 18 The fruit of your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your land, and the 
calves of your herds and the lambs of your flocks. 19 You will be cursed when you come in and 
cursed when you go out. 20 The Lord will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in 
everything you put your hand to, un�l you are destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of 
the evil you have done in forsaking him. 21 The Lord will plague you with diseases un�l he has 
destroyed you from the land you are entering to possess. 22 The Lord will strike you with 
was�ng disease, with fever and inflamma�on, with scorching heat and drought, with blight and 
mildew, which will plague you un�l you perish. 23 The sky over your head will be bronze, the 
ground beneath you iron. 24 The Lord will turn the rain of your country into dust and powder; it 
will come down from the skies un�l you are destroyed. 25 The Lord will cause you to be 
defeated before your enemies. You will come at them from one direc�on but flee from them in 
seven, and you will become a thing of horror to all the kingdoms on earth. 26 Your carcasses will 
be food for all the birds and the wild animals, and there will be no one to frighten them away. 
27 The Lord will afflict you with the boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores and the itch, 
from which you cannot be cured. 28 The Lord will afflict you with madness, blindness and 
confusion of mind. 29 At midday you will grope about like a blind person in the dark. You will be 
unsuccessful in everything you do; day a�er day you will be oppressed and robbed, with no one 
to rescue you. 30 You will be pledged to be married to a woman, but another will take her and 
rape her. You will build a house, but you will not live in it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will 
not even begin to enjoy its fruit. 31 Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes, but you will 
eat none of it. Your donkey will be forcibly taken from you and will not be returned. Your sheep 
will be given to your enemies, and no one will rescue them. 32 Your sons and daughters will be 
given to another na�on, and you will wear out your eyes watching for them day a�er day, 
powerless to li� a hand. 33 A people that you do not know will eat what your land and labor 
produce, and you will have nothing but cruel oppression all your days. 34 The sights you see will 
drive you mad. 35 The Lord will afflict your knees and legs with painful boils that cannot be 
cured, spreading from the soles of your feet to the top of your head. 36 The Lord will drive you 
and the king you set over you to a na�on unknown to you or your ancestors. There you will 
worship other gods, gods of wood and stone. 37 You will become a thing of horror, a byword 
and an object of ridicule among all the peoples where the Lord will drive you. 38 You will sow 
much seed in the field but you will harvest litle, because locusts will devour it. 39 You will plant 
vineyards and cul�vate them but you will not drink the wine or gather the grapes, because 



worms will eat them. 40 You will have olive trees throughout your country but you will not use 
the oil, because the olives will drop off. 41 You will have sons and daughters but you will not 
keep them, because they will go into cap�vity. 42 Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees 
and the crops of your land. 43 The foreigners who reside among you will rise above you higher 
and higher, but you will sink lower and lower. 44 They will lend to you, but you will not lend to 
them. They will be the head, but you will be the tail. 45 All these curses will come on you. They 
will pursue you and overtake you un�l you are destroyed, because you did not obey the Lord 
your God and observe the commands and decrees he gave you. 46 They will be a sign and a 
wonder to you and your descendants forever. 47 Because you did not serve the Lord your God 
joyfully and gladly in the �me of prosperity, 48 therefore in hunger and thirst, in nakedness and 
dire poverty, you will serve the enemies the Lord sends against you. He will put an iron yoke on 
your neck un�l he has destroyed you. 49 The Lord will bring a na�on against you from far away, 
from the ends of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a na�on whose language you will not 
understand, 50 a fierce-looking na�on without respect for the old or pity for the young. 51 They 
will devour the young of your livestock and the crops of your land un�l you are destroyed. They 
will leave you no grain, new wine or olive oil, nor any calves of your herds or lambs of your 
flocks un�l you are ruined. 52 They will lay siege to all the ci�es throughout your land un�l the 
high for�fied walls in which you trust fall down. They will besiege all the ci�es throughout the 
land the Lord your God is giving you. 53 Because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you 
during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the Lord 
your God has given you. 54 Even the most gentle and sensi�ve man among you will have no 
compassion on his own brother or the wife he loves or his surviving children, 55 and he will not 
give to one of them any of the flesh of his children that he is ea�ng. It will be all he has le� 
because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on you during the siege of all your ci�es. 56 The 
most gentle and sensi�ve woman among you—so sensi�ve and gentle that she would not 
venture to touch the ground with the sole of her foot—will begrudge the husband she loves and 
her own son or daughter 57 the a�erbirth from her womb and the children she bears. For in her 
dire need she intends to eat them secretly because of the suffering your enemy will inflict on 
you during the siege of your ci�es. 58 If you do not carefully follow all the words of this law, 
which are writen in this book, and do not revere this glorious and awesome name—the Lord 
your God— 59 the Lord will send fearful plagues on you and your descendants, harsh and 
prolonged disasters, and severe and lingering illnesses. 60 He will bring on you all the diseases 
of Egypt that you dreaded, and they will cling to you. 61 The Lord will also bring on you every 
kind of sickness and disaster not recorded in this Book of the Law, un�l you are destroyed. 62 
You who were as numerous as the stars in the sky will be le� but few in number, because you 
did not obey the Lord your God. 63 Just as it pleased the Lord to make you prosper and increase 
in number, so it will please him to ruin and destroy you. You will be uprooted from the land you 
are entering to possess. 64 Then the Lord will scater you among all na�ons, from one end of 



the earth to the other. There you will worship other gods—gods of wood and stone, which 
neither you nor your ancestors have known. 65 Among those na�ons you will find no repose, no 
res�ng place for the sole of your foot. There the Lord will give you an anxious mind, eyes weary 
with longing, and a despairing heart. 66 You will live in constant suspense, filled with dread both 
night and day, never sure of your life. 67 In the morning you will say, “If only it were evening!” 
and in the evening, “If only it were morning!”—because of the terror that will fill your hearts 
and the sights that your eyes will see. 68 The Lord will send you back in ships to Egypt on a 
journey I said you should never make again. There you will offer yourselves for sale to your 
enemies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy you. 

JOSHUA TO SUCCEED MOSES 
(Deuteronomy 31:1-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 Then Moses went out and spoke these words to all Israel: 2 “I am now a hundred and twenty 
years old and I am no longer able to lead you. The Lord has said to me, ‘You shall not cross the 
Jordan.’ 3 The Lord your God himself will cross over ahead of you. He will destroy these na�ons 
before you, and you will take possession of their land. Joshua also will cross over ahead of you, 
as the Lord said. 4 And the Lord will do to them what he did to Sihon and Og, the kings of the 
Amorites, whom he destroyed along with their land. 5 The Lord will deliver them to you, and 
you must do to them all that I have commanded you. 6 Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
afraid or terrified because of them, for the Lord your God goes with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you.” 7 Then Moses summoned Joshua and said to him in the presence of all Israel, 
“Be strong and courageous, for you must go with this people into the land that the Lord swore 
to their ancestors to give them, and you must divide it among them as their inheritance. 8 The 
Lord himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 
not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

MOSES BLESSES THE TRIBES 
(Deuteronomy 33:1-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

33 This is the blessing that Moses the man of God pronounced on the Israelites before his 
death. 2 He said: “The Lord came from Sinai and dawned over them from Seir; he shone forth 
from Mount Paran. He came with myriads of holy ones from the south, from his mountain 
slopes. 3 Surely it is you who love the people; all the holy ones are in your hand. At your feet 
they all bow down, and from you receive instruc�on, 4 the law that Moses gave us, the 
possession of the assembly of Jacob. 5 He was king over Jeshurun when the leaders of the 
people assembled, along with the tribes of Israel. 6 “Let Reuben live and not die, nor his people 
be few.” 7 And this he said about Judah: “Hear, Lord, the cry of Judah; bring him to his people. 
With his own hands he defends his cause. Oh, be his help against his foes!” 8 About Levi he said: 
“Your Thummim and Urim belong to your faithful servant. You tested him at Massah; you 



contended with him at the waters of Meribah. 9 He said of his father and mother, ‘I have no 
regard for them.’ He did not recognize his brothers or acknowledge his own children, but he 
watched over your word and guarded your covenant. 10 He teaches your precepts to Jacob and 
your law to Israel. He offers incense before you and whole burnt offerings on your altar. 11 Bless 
all his skills, Lord, and be pleased with the work of his hands. Strike down those who rise against 
him, his foes �ll they rise no more.” 12 About Benjamin he said: “Let the beloved of the Lord 
rest secure in him, for he shields him all day long, and the one the Lord loves rests between his 
shoulders.” 13 About Joseph he said: “May the Lord bless his land with the precious dew from 
heaven above and with the deep waters that lie below; 14 with the best the sun brings forth 
and the finest the moon can yield; 15 with the choicest gi�s of the ancient mountains and the 
frui�ulness of the everlas�ng hills; 16 with the best gi�s of the earth and its fullness and the 
favor of him who dwelt in the burning bush. Let all these rest on the head of Joseph, on the 
brow of the prince among his brothers. 17 In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; his horns are the 
horns of a wild ox. With them he will gore the na�ons, even those at the ends of the earth. 
Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim; such are the thousands of Manasseh.” 18 About 
Zebulun he said: “Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going out, and you, Issachar, in your tents. 19 They 
will summon peoples to the mountain and there offer the sacrifices of the righteous; they will 
feast on the abundance of the seas, on the treasures hidden in the sand.” 20 About Gad he said: 
“Blessed is he who enlarges Gad’s domain! Gad lives there like a lion, tearing at arm or head. 21 
He chose the best land for himself; the leader’s por�on was kept for him. When the heads of 
the people assembled, he carried out the Lord’s righteous will, and his judgments concerning 
Israel.” 22 About Dan he said: “Dan is a lion’s cub, springing out of Bashan.” 23 About Naphtali 
he said: “Naphtali is abounding with the favor of the Lord and is full of his blessing; he will 
inherit southward to the lake.” 24 About Asher he said: “Most blessed of sons is Asher; let him 
be favored by his brothers, and let him bathe his feet in oil. 25 The bolts of your gates will be 
iron and bronze, and your strength will equal your days. 26 “There is no one like the God of 
Jeshurun, who rides across the heavens to help you and on the clouds in his majesty. 27 The 
eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlas�ng arms. He will drive out your 
enemies before you, saying, ‘Destroy them!’ 28 So Israel will live in safety; Jacob will dwell 
secure in a land of grain and new wine, where the heavens drop dew. 29 Blessed are you, Israel! 
Who is like you, a people saved by the Lord? He is your shield and helper and your glorious 
sword. Your enemies will cower before you, and you will tread on their heights.” 

A TIME FOR EVERYTHING 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 There is a �me for everything, and a season for every ac�vity under the heavens: 2 a �me to 
be born and a �me to die, a �me to plant and a �me to uproot, 3 a �me to kill and a �me to 
heal, a �me to tear down and a �me to build, 4 a �me to weep and a �me to laugh, a �me to 



mourn and a �me to dance, 5 a �me to scater stones and a �me to gather them, a �me to 
embrace and a �me to refrain from embracing, 6 a �me to search and a �me to give up, a �me 
to keep and a �me to throw away, 7 a �me to tear and a �me to mend, a �me to be silent and a 
�me to speak, 8 a �me to love and a �me to hate, a �me for war and a �me for peace. 9 What 
do workers gain from their toil? 10 I have seen the burden God has laid on the human race. 11 
He has made everything beau�ful in its �me. He has also set eternity in the human heart; yet no 
one can fathom what God has done from beginning to end. 12 I know that there is nothing 
beter for people than to be happy and to do good while they live. 13 That each of them may 
eat and drink, and find sa�sfac�on in all their toil—this is the gi� of God. 14 I know that 
everything God does will endure forever; nothing can be added to it and nothing taken from it. 
God does it so that people will fear him. 15 Whatever is has already been, and what will be has 
been before; and God will call the past to account. 16 And I saw something else under the sun: 
In the place of judgment—wickedness was there, in the place of jus�ce—wickedness was there. 
17 I said to myself, “God will bring into judgment both the righteous and the wicked, for there 
will be a �me for every ac�vity, a �me to judge every deed.” 18 I also said to myself, “As for 
humans, God tests them so that they may see that they are like the animals. 19 Surely the fate 
of human beings is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one dies, so dies 
the other. All have the same breath; humans have no advantage over animals. Everything is 
meaningless. 20 All go to the same place; all come from dust, and to dust all return. 21 Who 
knows if the human spirit rises upward and if the spirit of the animal goes down into the 
earth?” 22 So I saw that there is nothing beter for a person than to enjoy their work, because 
that is their lot. For who can bring them to see what will happen a�er them? 

OPPRESSION, TOIL, FRIENDLESSNESS 
(Ecclesiastes 4:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Again I looked and saw all the oppression that was taking place under the sun: I saw the tears 
of the oppressed—and they have no comforter; power was on the side of their oppressors—and 
they have no comforter. 2 And I declared that the dead, who had already died, are happier than 
the living, who are s�ll alive. 3 But beter than both is the one who has never been born, who 
has not seen the evil that is done under the sun. 4 And I saw that all toil and all achievement 
spring from one person’s envy of another. This too is meaningless, a chasing a�er the wind. 5 
Fools fold their hands and ruin themselves. 6 Beter one handful with tranquillity than two 
handfuls with toil and chasing a�er the wind. 7 Again I saw something meaningless under the 
sun: 8 There was a man all alone; he had neither son nor brother. There was no end to his toil, 
yet his eyes were not content with his wealth. “For whom am I toiling,” he asked, “and why am I 
depriving myself of enjoyment?” This too is meaningless—a miserable business! 9 Two are 
beter than one, because they have a good return for their labor: 10 If either of them falls down, 
one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them up. 11 Also, if 



two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm alone? 12 Though one 
may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is not quickly broken. 

FULFILL YOUR VOW TO GOD 
(Ecclesiastes 5:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Guard your steps when you go to the house of God. Go near to listen rather than to offer the 
sacrifice of fools, who do not know that they do wrong. 2 Do not be quick with your mouth, do 
not be hasty in your heart to uter anything before God. God is in heaven and you are on earth, 
so let your words be few. 3 A dream comes when there are many cares, and many words mark 
the speech of a fool. 4 When you make a vow to God, do not delay to fulfill it. He has no 
pleasure in fools; fulfill your vow. 5 It is beter not to make a vow than to make one and not 
fulfill it. 6 Do not let your mouth lead you into sin. And do not protest to the temple messenger, 
“My vow was a mistake.” Why should God be angry at what you say and destroy the work of 
your hands? 7 Much dreaming and many words are meaningless. Therefore fear God. 

RICHES ARE MEANINGLESS 
(Ecclesiastes 5:8-6:12, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 If you see the poor oppressed in a district, and jus�ce and rights denied, do not be surprised 
at such things; for one official is eyed by a higher one, and over them both are others higher 
s�ll. 9 The increase from the land is taken by all; the king himself profits from the fields. 10 
Whoever loves money never has enough; whoever loves wealth is never sa�sfied with their 
income. This too is meaningless. 11 As goods increase, so do those who consume them. And 
what benefit are they to the owners except to feast their eyes on them? 12 The sleep of a 
laborer is sweet, whether they eat litle or much, but as for the rich, their abundance permits 
them no sleep. 13 I have seen a grievous evil under the sun: wealth hoarded to the harm of its 
owners, 14 or wealth lost through some misfortune, so that when they have children there is 
nothing le� for them to inherit. 15 Everyone comes naked from their mother’s womb, and as 
everyone comes, so they depart. They take nothing from their toil that they can carry in their 
hands. 16 This too is a grievous evil: As everyone comes, so they depart, and what do they gain, 
since they toil for the wind? 17 All their days they eat in darkness, with great frustra�on, 
afflic�on and anger. 18 This is what I have observed to be good: that it is appropriate for a 
person to eat, to drink and to find sa�sfac�on in their toilsome labor under the sun during the 
few days of life God has given them—for this is their lot. 19 Moreover, when God gives 
someone wealth and possessions, and the ability to enjoy them, to accept their lot and be 
happy in their toil—this is a gi� of God. 20 They seldom reflect on the days of their life, because 
God keeps them occupied with gladness of heart. 6:1 I have seen another evil under the sun, 
and it weighs heavily on mankind: 2 God gives some people wealth, possessions and honor, so 
that they lack nothing their hearts desire, but God does not grant them the ability to enjoy 



them, and strangers enjoy them instead. This is meaningless, a grievous evil. 3 A man may have 
a hundred children and live many years; yet no mater how long he lives, if he cannot enjoy his 
prosperity and does not receive proper burial, I say that a s�llborn child is beter off than he. 4 It 
comes without meaning, it departs in darkness, and in darkness its name is shrouded. 5 Though 
it never saw the sun or knew anything, it has more rest than does that man— 6 even if he lives a 
thousand years twice over but fails to enjoy his prosperity. Do not all go to the same place? 7 
Everyone’s toil is for their mouth, yet their appe�te is never sa�sfied. 8 What advantage have 
the wise over fools? What do the poor gain by knowing how to conduct themselves before 
others? 9 Beter what the eye sees than the roving of the appe�te. This too is meaningless, a 
chasing a�er the wind. 10 Whatever exists has already been named, and what humanity is has 
been known; no one can contend with someone who is stronger. 11 The more the words, the 
less the meaning, and how does that profit anyone? 12 For who knows what is good for a 
person in life, during the few and meaningless days they pass through like a shadow? Who can 
tell them what will happen under the sun a�er they are gone? 

A COMMON DESTINY FOR ALL 
(Ecclesiastes 9:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 So I reflected on all this and concluded that the righteous and the wise and what they do are 
in God’s hands, but no one knows whether love or hate awaits them. 2 All share a common 
des�ny—the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad, the clean and the unclean, those 
who offer sacrifices and those who do not. As it is with the good, so with the sinful; as it is with 
those who take oaths, so with those who are afraid to take them. 3 This is the evil in everything 
that happens under the sun: The same des�ny overtakes all. The hearts of people, moreover, 
are full of evil and there is madness in their hearts while they live, and a�erward they join the 
dead. 4 Anyone who is among the living has hope—even a live dog is beter off than a dead 
lion! 5 For the living know that they will die, but the dead know nothing; they have no further 
reward, and even their name is forgoten. 6 Their love, their hate and their jealousy have long 
since vanished; never again will they have a part in anything that happens under the sun. 7 Go, 
eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart, for God has already 
approved what you do. 8 Always be clothed in white, and always anoint your head with oil. 9 
Enjoy life with your wife, whom you love, all the days of this meaningless life that God has given 
you under the sun—all your meaningless days. For this is your lot in life and in your toilsome 
labor under the sun. 10 Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all your might, for in the 
realm of the dead, where you are going, there is neither working nor planning nor knowledge 
nor wisdom. 11 I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to the swi� or the 
batle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth to the brilliant or favor to the 
learned; but �me and chance happen to them all. 12 Moreover, no one knows when their hour 



will come: As fish are caught in a cruel net, or birds are taken in a snare, so people are trapped 
by evil �mes that fall unexpectedly upon them. 

PRAISE FOR SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST 
(Ephesians 1:3-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly 
realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 4 For he chose us in him before the crea�on of the 
world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predes�ned us for adop�on to sonship 
through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious 
grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 7 In him we have redemp�on through 
his blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of God’s grace 8 that he lavished 
on us. With all wisdom and understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the 
�mes reach their fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ. 11 
In him we were also chosen, having been predes�ned according to the plan of him who works 
out everything in conformity with the purpose of his will, 12 in order that we, who were the first 
to put our hope in Christ, might be for the praise of his glory. 13 And you also were included in 
Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your salva�on. When you believed, 
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is a deposit guaranteeing 
our inheritance un�l the redemp�on of those who are God’s possession—to the praise of his 
glory. 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
(Ephesians 1:15-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

Thanksgiving and Prayer 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all 
God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I 
keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of 
wisdom and revela�on, so that you may know him beter. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart 
may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches 
of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his incomparably great power for us who 
believe. That power is the same as the mighty strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but 
also in the one to come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills 
everything in every way. 



MADE ALIVE IN CHRIST 
(Ephesians 2:1-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, 2 in which you used to live when 
you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is 
now at work in those who are disobedient. 3 All of us also lived among them at one �me, 
gra�fying the cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were 
by nature deserving of wrath. 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 
made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have 
been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms 
in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his 
grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8 For it is by grace you have been saved, 
through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the gi� of God— 9 not by works, so that no 
one can boast. 10 For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 
God prepared in advance for us to do. 

JEW AND GENTILE RECONCILED THROUGH CHRIST 
(Ephesians 2:11-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gen�les by birth and called 
“uncircumcised” by those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by 
human hands)— 12 remember that at that �me you were separate from Christ, excluded from 
ci�zenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without 
God in the world. 13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ. 14 For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hos�lity, 15 by se�ng aside in his flesh the 
law with its commands and regula�ons. His purpose was to create in himself one new humanity 
out of the two, thus making peace, 16 and in one body to reconcile both of them to God 
through the cross, by which he put to death their hos�lity. 17 He came and preached peace to 
you who were far away and peace to those who were near. 18 For through him we both have 
access to the Father by one Spirit. 19 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, 
but fellow ci�zens with God’s people and also members of his household, 20 built on the 
founda�on of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 
In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 
And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his 
Spirit. 

GOD’S MARVELOUS PLAN FOR THE GENTILES 
(Ephesians 3:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 



3 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for the sake of you Gen�les— 2 Surely you 
have heard about the administra�on of God’s grace that was given to me for you, 3 that is, the 
mystery made known to me by revela�on, as I have already writen briefly. 4 In reading this, 
then, you will be able to understand my insight into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not 
made known to people in other genera�ons as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to God’s 
holy apostles and prophets. 6 This mystery is that through the gospel the Gen�les are heirs 
together with Israel, members together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in 
Christ Jesus. 7 I became a servant of this gospel by the gi� of God’s grace given me through the 
working of his power. 8 Although I am less than the least of all the Lord’s people, this grace was 
given me: to preach to the Gen�les the boundless riches of Christ, 9 and to make plain to 
everyone the administra�on of this mystery, which for ages past was kept hidden in God, who 
created all things. 10 His intent was that now, through the church, the manifold wisdom of God 
should be made known to the rulers and authori�es in the heavenly realms, 11 according to his 
eternal purpose that he accomplished in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 In him and through faith in 
him we may approach God with freedom and confidence. 13 I ask you, therefore, not to be 
discouraged because of my sufferings for you, which are your glory. 

A PRAYER FOR THE EPHESIANS 
(Ephesians 3:14-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth 
derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power 
through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. 
And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all 
the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all 
the fullness of God. 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and 
in Christ Jesus throughout all genera�ons, for ever and ever! Amen. 

UNITY AND MATURITY IN THE BODY OF CHRIST 
(Ephesians 4:1-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have 
received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be pa�ent, bearing with one another in love. 3 
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body 
and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were called; 5 one Lord, one faith, 
one bap�sm; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 7 But to each 
one of us grace has been given as Christ appor�oned it. 8 This is why it says: “When he 
ascended on high, he took many cap�ves and gave gi�s to his people.” 9 (What does “he 



ascended” mean except that he also descended to the lower, earthly regions)? 10 He who 
descended is the very one who ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole 
universe.) 11 So Christ himself gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and 
teachers, 12 to equip his people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 
13 un�l we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, ataining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 14 Then we will no longer be 
infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of 
teaching and by the cunning and cra�iness of people in their decei�ul scheming. 15 Instead, 
speaking the truth in love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of him 
who is the head, that is, Christ. 16 From him the whole body, joined and held together by every 
suppor�ng ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 
(Ephesians 4:17-5:20, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gen�les do, 
in the fu�lity of their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding and separated from 
the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts. 19 
Having lost all sensi�vity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every 
kind of impurity, and they are full of greed. 20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 
21 when you heard about Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in 
Jesus. 22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self, which 
is being corrupted by its decei�ul desires; 23 to be made new in the a�tude of your minds; 24 
and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness. 25 
Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are 
all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you 
are s�ll angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must 
steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may 
have something to share with those in need. 29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of 
your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it 
may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemp�on. 31 Get rid of all biterness, rage and anger, brawling and 
slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 5:1 Follow God’s example, therefore, as 
dearly loved children 2 and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up 
for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 3 But among you there must not be even a hint 
of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because these are improper for 
God’s holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out 
of place, but rather thanksgiving. 5 For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy 



person—such a person is an idolater—has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and of God. 
6 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God’s wrath comes on 
those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with them. 8 For you were once 
darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for the fruit of the light 
consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what pleases the Lord. 11 
Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12 It is 
shameful even to men�on what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything exposed by the 
light becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14 This is why it is 
said: “Wake up, sleeper, rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 15 Be very careful, 
then, how you live—not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, 
because the days are evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 
18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to debauchery. Instead, be filled with the Spirit, 19 
speaking to one another with psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit. Sing and make music 
from your heart to the Lord, 20 always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CHRISTIAN HOUSEHOLD 
(Ephesians 5:21-6:9, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 Submit to one another out of reverence for Christ. 22 Wives, submit yourselves to your own 
husbands as you do to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head 
of the church, his body, of which he is the Savior. 24 Now as the church submits to Christ, so 
also wives should submit to their husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 26 to make her holy, cleansing her by the 
washing with water through the word, 27 and to present her to himself as a radiant church, 
without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless. 28 In this same way, 
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself. 29 
A�er all, no one ever hated their own body, but they feed and care for their body, just as Christ 
does the church— 30 for we are members of his body. 31 “For this reason a man will leave his 
father and mother and be united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” 32 This is a 
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the church. 33 However, each one of you 
also must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband. 6:1 Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 2 “Honor your father and mother”—which is the 
first commandment with a promise— 3 “so that it may go well with you and that you may enjoy 
long life on the earth.” 4 Fathers, do not exasperate your children; instead, bring them up in the 
training and instruc�on of the Lord. 5 Slaves, obey your earthly masters with respect and fear, 
and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ. 6 Obey them not only to win their 
favor when their eye is on you, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from your heart. 7 
Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not people, 8 because you know that the 



Lord will reward each one for whatever good they do, whether they are slave or free. 9 And 
masters, treat your slaves in the same way. Do not threaten them, since you know that he who 
is both their Master and yours is in heaven, and there is no favori�sm with him. 

MORDECAI PERSUADES ESTHER TO HELP 
(Esther 4:1-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 When Mordecai learned of all that had been done, he tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and 
ashes, and went out into the city, wailing loudly and biterly. 2 But he went only as far as the 
king’s gate, because no one clothed in sackcloth was allowed to enter it. 3 In every province to 
which the edict and order of the king came, there was great mourning among the Jews, with 
fas�ng, weeping and wailing. Many lay in sackcloth and ashes. 4 When Esther’s eunuchs and 
female atendants came and told her about Mordecai, she was in great distress. She sent 
clothes for him to put on instead of his sackcloth, but he would not accept them. 5 Then Esther 
summoned Hathak, one of the king’s eunuchs assigned to atend her, and ordered him to find 
out what was troubling Mordecai and why. 6 So Hathak went out to Mordecai in the open 
square of the city in front of the king’s gate. 7 Mordecai told him everything that had happened 
to him, including the exact amount of money Haman had promised to pay into the royal 
treasury for the destruc�on of the Jews. 8 He also gave him a copy of the text of the edict for 
their annihila�on, which had been published in Susa, to show to Esther and explain it to her, 
and he told him to instruct her to go into the king’s presence to beg for mercy and plead with 
him for her people. 9 Hathak went back and reported to Esther what Mordecai had said. 10 
Then she instructed him to say to Mordecai, 11 “All the king’s officials and the people of the 
royal provinces know that for any man or woman who approaches the king in the inner court 
without being summoned the king has but one law: that they be put to death unless the king 
extends the gold scepter to them and spares their lives. But thirty days have passed since I was 
called to go to the king.” 12 When Esther’s words were reported to Mordecai, 13 he sent back 
this answer: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will 
escape. 14 For if you remain silent at this �me, relief and deliverance for the Jews will arise from 
another place, but you and your father’s family will perish. And who knows but that you have 
come to your royal posi�on for such a �me as this?” 15 Then Esther sent this reply to Mordecai: 
16 “Go, gather together all the Jews who are in Susa, and fast for me. Do not eat or drink for 
three days, night or day. I and my atendants will fast as you do. When this is done, I will go to 
the king, even though it is against the law. And if I perish, I perish.” 17 So Mordecai went away 
and carried out all of Esther’s instruc�ons. 

THE SONG OF MOSES AND MIRIAM 
(Exodus 15:1-21, New Interna�onal Version) 



15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: “I will sing to the Lord, for he is 
highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea. 2 “The Lord is my strength and 
my defense; he has become my salva�on. He is my God, and I will praise him, my father’s God, 
and I will exalt him. 3 The Lord is a warrior; the Lord is his name. 4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his 
army he has hurled into the sea. The best of Pharaoh’s officers are drowned in the Red Sea. 5 
The deep waters have covered them; they sank to the depths like a stone. 6 Your right hand, 
Lord, was majes�c in power. 
Your right hand, Lord, shatered the enemy. 7 “In the greatness of your majesty you threw down 
those who opposed you. You unleashed your burning anger; it consumed them like stubble. 8 
By the blast of your nostrils the waters piled up. The surging waters stood up like a wall; the 
deep waters congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy boasted, ‘I will pursue, I will 
overtake them. I will divide the spoils; I will gorge myself on them. I will draw my sword and my 
hand will destroy them.’ 10 But you blew with your breath, and the sea covered them. They 
sank like lead in the mighty waters. 11 Who among the gods is like you, Lord? Who is like you— 
majes�c in holiness, awesome in glory, working wonders? 12 “You stretch out your right hand, 
and the earth swallows your enemies. 13 In your unfailing love you will lead the people you 
have redeemed. In your strength you will guide them to your holy dwelling. 14 The na�ons will 
hear and tremble; anguish will grip the people of Philis�a. 15 The chiefs of Edom will be 
terrified, the leaders of Moab will be seized with trembling, the people of Canaan will melt 
away; 16 terror and dread will fall on them. By the power of your arm they will be as s�ll as a 
stone— un�l your people pass by, Lord, un�l the people you bought pass by. 17 You will bring 
them in and plant them on the mountain of your inheritance— the place, Lord, you made for 
your dwelling, the sanctuary, Lord, your hands established. 18 “The Lord reigns for ever and 
ever.” 19 When Pharaoh’s horses, chariots and horsemen went into the sea, the Lord brought 
the waters of the sea back over them, but the Israelites walked through the sea on dry ground. 
20 Then Miriam the prophet, Aaron’s sister, took a �mbrel in her hand, and all the women 
followed her, with �mbrels and dancing. 21 Miriam sang to them: “Sing to the Lord, for he is 
highly exalted. Both horse and driver he has hurled into the sea.” 

TEN COMMANDMENTS FOR THE COVENANT COMMUNITY 
(Exodus 20:1-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 Then God gave the people all these instruc�ons: 2 “I am the Lord your God, who rescued you 
from the land of Egypt, the place of your slavery. 3 “You must not have any other god but me. 4 
“You must not make for yourself an idol of any kind or an image of anything in the heavens or 
on the earth or in the sea. 5 You must not bow down to them or worship them, for I, the Lord 
your God, am a jealous God who will not tolerate your affec�on for any other gods. I lay the sins 
of the parents upon their children; the en�re family is affected—even children in the third and 
fourth genera�ons of those who reject me. 6 But I lavish unfailing love for a thousand 



genera�ons on those who love me and obey my commands. 7 “You must not misuse the name 
of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if you misuse his name. 8 
“Remember to observe the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 You have six days each week for 
your ordinary work, 10 but the seventh day is a Sabbath day of rest dedicated to the Lord your 
God. On that day no one in your household may do any work. This includes you, your sons and 
daughters, your male and female servants, your livestock, and any foreigners living among you. 
11 For in six days the Lord made the heavens, the earth, the sea, and everything in them; but on 
the seventh day he rested. That is why the Lord blessed the Sabbath day and set it apart as holy. 
12 “Honor your father and mother. Then you will live a long, full life in the land the Lord your 
God is giving you. 13 “You must not murder. 14 “You must not commit adultery. 15 “You must 
not steal. 16 “You must not tes�fy falsely against your neighbor. 17 “You must not covet your 
neighbor’s house. You must not covet your neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox or 
donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.” 18 When the people heard the thunder 
and the loud blast of the ram’s horn, and when they saw the flashes of lightning and the smoke 
billowing from the mountain, they stood at a distance, trembling with fear. 19 And they said to 
Moses, “You speak to us, and we will listen. But don’t let God speak directly to us, or we will 
die!” 20 “Don’t be afraid,” Moses answered them, “for God has come in this way to test you, 
and so that your fear of him will keep you from sinning!” 21 As the people stood in the distance, 
Moses approached the dark cloud where God was. 

NO OTHER GOSPEL 
(Gala�ans 1:6-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deser�ng the one who called you to live in the grace of 
Christ and are turning to a different gospel— 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some 
people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But 
even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to 
you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is 
preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse! 10 Am 
I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If 
I were s�ll trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ. 

PAUL CALLED BY GOD 
(Gala�ans 1:11-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. 
12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revela�on from 
Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I 
persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was advancing in Judaism beyond 
many of my own age among my people and was extremely zealous for the tradi�ons of my 



fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his 
grace, was pleased 16 to reveal his Son in me so that I might preach him among the Gen�les, 
my immediate response was not to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to 
see those who were apostles before I was, but I went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 
18 Then a�er three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed 
with him fi�een days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles—only James, the Lord’s brother. 20 I 
assure you before God that what I am wri�ng you is no lie. 21 Then I went to Syria and Cilicia. 22 
I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in Christ. 23 They only heard the 
report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now preaching the faith he once tried to 
destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of me. 

PAUL OPPOSES CEPHAS 
(Gala�ans 2:11-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 When Cephas came to An�och, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 
For before certain men came from James, he used to eat with the Gen�les. But when they 
arrived, he began to draw back and separate himself from the Gen�les because he was afraid of 
those who belonged to the circumcision group. 13 The other Jews joined him in his hypocrisy, so 
that by their hypocrisy even Barnabas was led astray. 14 When I saw that they were not ac�ng 
in line with the truth of the gospel, I said to Cephas in front of them all, “You are a Jew, yet you 
live like a Gen�le and not like a Jew. How is it, then, that you force Gen�les to follow Jewish 
customs? 15 “We who are Jews by birth and not sinful Gen�les 16 know that a person is not 
jus�fied by the works of the law, but by faith in Jesus Christ. So we, too, have put our faith in 
Christ Jesus that we may be jus�fied by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law, because 
by the works of the law no one will be jus�fied. 17 “But if, in seeking to be jus�fied in Christ, we 
Jews find ourselves also among the sinners, doesn’t that mean that Christ promotes sin? 
Absolutely not! 18 If I rebuild what I destroyed, then I really would be a lawbreaker. 19 “For 
through the law I died to the law so that I might live for God. 20 I have been crucified with Christ 
and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son 
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I do not set aside the grace of God, for if 
righteousness could be gained through the law, Christ died for nothing!” 

FAITH OR WORKS OF THE LAW 
(Gala�ans 3:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 You foolish Gala�ans! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly 
portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit 
by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? A�er beginning 
by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 4 Have you 
experienced so much in vain—if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his 



Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you 
heard? 6 So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 7 
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that 
God would jus�fy the Gen�les by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All 
na�ons will be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith. 10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is 
writen: “Cursed is everyone who does not con�nue to do everything writen in the Book of the 
Law.” 11 Clearly no one who relies on the law is jus�fied before God, because “the righteous will 
live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does 
these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us, for it is writen: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us in 
order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gen�les through Christ Jesus, so 
that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit. 

CHILDREN OF GOD 
(Gala�ans 3:23-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up un�l the 
faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian un�l Christ came that 
we might be jus�fied by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are no longer under a 
guardian. 26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who 
were bap�zed into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 
Gen�le, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

FREEDOM IN CHRIST 
(Gala�ans 5:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be 
burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves 
be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets 
himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be 
jus�fied by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For 
through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ 
Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith 
expressing itself through love. 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you 
from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 
“A litle yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you 
will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will 
have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am s�ll preaching circumcision, why am I 



s�ll being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those 
agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves! 

LIFE BY THE SPIRIT 
(Gala�ans 5:13-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge 
the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the en�re law is fulfilled in keeping 
this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 If you bite and devour each other, 
watch out or you will be destroyed by each other. 16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not 
gra�fy the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the 
Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do 
whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 19 The acts of 
the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcra�; 
hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambi�on, dissensions, fac�ons 21 and envy; 
drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will 
not inherit the kingdom of God. 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no 
law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 
25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, 
provoking and envying each other. 

DOING GOOD TO ALL 
(Gala�ans 6:1-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should restore 
that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted. 2 Carry each other’s 
burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 3 If anyone thinks they are something 
when they are not, they deceive themselves. 4 Each one should test their own ac�ons. Then 
they can take pride in themselves alone, without comparing themselves to someone else, 5 for 
each one should carry their own load. 6 Nevertheless, the one who receives instruc�on in the 
word should share all good things with their instructor. 7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be 
mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 Whoever sows to please their flesh, from the flesh will 
reap destruc�on; whoever sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let 
us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper �me we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 
who belong to the family of believers. 

THE BEGINNING 
(Genesis 1:1-2:3, New Interna�onal Version) 



1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the 
waters. 3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was 
good, and he separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the 
darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the first day. 6 And 
God said, “Let there be a vault between the waters to separate water from water.” 7 So God 
made the vault and separated the water under the vault from the water above it. And it was so. 
8 God called the vault “sky.” And there was evening, and there was morning—the second day. 9 
And God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered to one place, and let dry ground 
appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry ground “land,” and the gathered waters he called 
“seas.” And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the land produce vegeta�on: 
seed-bearing plants and trees on the land that bear fruit with seed in it, according to their 
various kinds.” And it was so. 12 The land produced vegeta�on: plants bearing seed according to 
their kinds and trees bearing fruit with seed in it according to their kinds. And God saw that it 
was good. 13 And there was evening, and there was morning—the third day. 14 And God said, 
“Let there be lights in the vault of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them serve 
as signs to mark sacred �mes, and days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the vault of the 
sky to give light on the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made two great lights—the greater light to 
govern the day and the lesser light to govern the night. He also made the stars. 17 God set them 
in the vault of the sky to give light on the earth, 18 to govern the day and the night, and to 
separate light from darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening, and 
there was morning—the fourth day. 20 And God said, “Let the water teem with living creatures, 
and let birds fly above the earth across the vault of the sky.” 21 So God created the great 
creatures of the sea and every living thing with which the water teems and that moves about in 
it, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was 
good. 22 God blessed them and said, “Be frui�ul and increase in number and fill the water in 
the seas, and let the birds increase on the earth.” 23 And there was evening, and there was 
morning—the fi�h day. 24 And God said, “Let the land produce living creatures according to 
their kinds: the livestock, the creatures that move along the ground, and the wild animals, each 
according to its kind.” And it was so. 25 God made the wild animals according to their kinds, the 
livestock according to their kinds, and all the creatures that move along the ground according to 
their kinds. And God saw that it was good. 26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our 
image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, 
over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the creatures that move along the 
ground.” 27 So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be frui�ul and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in the 
sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 29 Then God said, “I give you 



every seed-bearing plant on the face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with seed 
in it. They will be yours for food. 30 And to all the beasts of the earth and all the birds in the sky 
and all the creatures that move along the ground—everything that has the breath of life in it—I 
give every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God saw all that he had made, and it was very 
good. And there was evening, and there was morning—the sixth day. 2:1 Thus the heavens and 
the earth were completed in all their vast array. 2 By the seventh day God had finished the work 
he had been doing; so on the seventh day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the 
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work of crea�ng that he had 
done. 

ADAM AND EVE 
(Genesis 2:4-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the Lord God 
made the earth and the heavens. 5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant 
had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to 
work the ground, 6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the 
ground. 7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being. 8 Now the Lord God had planted a 
garden in the east, in Eden; and there he put the man he had formed. 9 The Lord God made all 
kinds of trees grow out of the ground—trees that were pleasing to the eye and good for food. In 
the middle of the garden were the tree of life and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 
10 A river watering the garden flowed from Eden; from there it was separated into four 
headwaters. 11 The name of the first is the Pishon; it winds through the en�re land of Havilah, 
where there is gold. 12 (The gold of that land is good; aroma�c resin and onyx are also there.) 
13 The name of the second river is the Gihon; it winds through the en�re land of Cush. 14 The 
name of the third river is the Tigris; it runs along the east side of Ashur. And the fourth river is 
the Euphrates. 15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and 
take care of it. 16 And the Lord God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in 
the garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when 
you eat from it you will certainly die.” 18 The Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be 
alone. I will make a helper suitable for him.” 19 Now the Lord God had formed out of the 
ground all the wild animals and all the birds in the sky. He brought them to the man to see what 
he would name them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that was its name. 20 
So the man gave names to all the livestock, the birds in the sky and all the wild animals. But for 
Adam no suitable helper was found. 21 So the Lord God caused the man to fall into a deep 
sleep; and while he was sleeping, he took one of the man’s ribs and then closed up the place 
with flesh. 22 Then the Lord God made a woman from the rib he had taken out of the man, and 
he brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones and flesh of my 



flesh; she shall be called ‘woman,’ for she was taken out of man.” 24 That is why a man leaves 
his father and mother and is united to his wife, and they become one flesh. 25 Adam and his 
wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 

THE FALL 
(Genesis 3:1-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Now the serpent was more cra�y than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He 
said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 2 The 
woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, 
‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch 
it, or you will die.’” 4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 
good and evil.” 6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 
to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of both of them were opened, 
and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 
themselves. 8 Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in 
the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the 
garden. 9 But the Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?” 10 He answered, “I heard you 
in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 11 And he said, “Who told you 
that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 12 
The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 
ate it.” 13 Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” The woman 
said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 14 So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because 
you have done this, “Cursed are you above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on 
your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 15 And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will crush your head, and you will 
strike his heel.” 16 To the woman he said, “I will make your pains in childbearing very severe; 
with painful labor you will give birth to children. Your desire will be for your husband, and he 
will rule over you.” 17 To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from 
the tree about which I commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ “Cursed is the ground 
because of you; through painful toil you will eat food from it all the days of your life. 18 It will 
produce thorns and thistles for you, and you will eat the plants of the field. 19 By the sweat of 
your brow you will eat your food un�l you return to the ground, since from it you were taken; 
for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 20 Adam named his wife Eve, because she would 
become the mother of all the living. 21 The Lord God made garments of skin for Adam and his 
wife and clothed them. 22 And the Lord God said, “The man has now become like one of us, 
knowing good and evil. He must not be allowed to reach out his hand and take also from the 



tree of life and eat, and live forever.” 23 So the Lord God banished him from the Garden of Eden 
to work the ground from which he had been taken. 24 A�er he drove the man out, he placed on 
the east side of the Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword flashing back and forth to 
guard the way to the tree of life. 

THE COVENANT OF CIRCUMCISION 
(Genesis 17:1-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to him and said, “I am God 
Almighty; walk before me faithfully and be blameless. 2 Then I will make my covenant between 
me and you and will greatly increase your numbers.” 3 Abram fell facedown, and God said to 
him, 4 “As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many na�ons. 5 No 
longer will you be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of 
many na�ons. 6 I will make you very frui�ul; I will make na�ons of you, and kings will come 
from you. 7 I will establish my covenant as an everlas�ng covenant between me and you and 
your descendants a�er you for the genera�ons to come, to be your God and the God of your 
descendants a�er you. 8 The whole land of Canaan, where you now reside as a foreigner, I will 
give as an everlas�ng possession to you and your descendants a�er you; and I will be their 
God.” 9 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you must keep my covenant, you and your 
descendants a�er you for the genera�ons to come. 10 This is my covenant with you and your 
descendants a�er you, the covenant you are to keep: Every male among you shall be 
circumcised. 11 You are to undergo circumcision, and it will be the sign of the covenant 
between me and you. 12 For the genera�ons to come every male among you who is eight days 
old must be circumcised, including those born in your household or bought with money from a 
foreigner—those who are not your offspring. 13 Whether born in your household or bought 
with your money, they must be circumcised. My covenant in your flesh is to be an everlas�ng 
covenant. 14 Any uncircumcised male, who has not been circumcised in the flesh, will be cut off 
from his people; he has broken my covenant.” 15 God also said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your 
wife, you are no longer to call her Sarai; her name will be Sarah. 16 I will bless her and will 
surely give you a son by her. I will bless her so that she will be the mother of na�ons; kings of 
peoples will come from her.” 17 Abraham fell facedown; he laughed and said to himself, “Will a 
son be born to a man a hundred years old? Will Sarah bear a child at the age of ninety?” 18 And 
Abraham said to God, “If only Ishmael might live under your blessing!” 19 Then God said, “Yes, 
but your wife Sarah will bear you a son, and you will call him Isaac. I will establish my covenant 
with him as an everlas�ng covenant for his descendants a�er him. 20 And as for Ishmael, I have 
heard you: I will surely bless him; I will make him frui�ul and will greatly increase his numbers. 
He will be the father of twelve rulers, and I will make him into a great na�on. 21 But my 
covenant I will establish with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you by this �me next year.” 22 
When he had finished speaking with Abraham, God went up from him. 23 On that very day 



Abraham took his son Ishmael and all those born in his household or bought with his money, 
every male in his household, and circumcised them, as God told him. 24 Abraham was ninety-
nine years old when he was circumcised, 25 and his son Ishmael was thirteen; 26 Abraham and 
his son Ishmael were both circumcised on that very day. 27 And every male in Abraham’s 
household, including those born in his household or bought from a foreigner, was circumcised 
with him. 

JESUS MADE FULLY HUMAN 
(Hebrews 2:5-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are speaking. 6 
But there is a place where someone has tes�fied: “What is mankind that you are mindful of 
them, a son of man that you care for him? 7 You made them a litle lower than the angels; you 
crowned them with glory and honor 8 and put everything under their feet.” In pu�ng 
everything under them, God le� nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at present we do not 
see everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made lower than the angels for 
a litle while, now crowned with glory and honor because he suffered death, so that by the 
grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 10 In bringing many sons and daughters to 
glory, it was fi�ng that God, for whom and through whom everything exists, should make the 
pioneer of their salva�on perfect through what he suffered. 11 Both the one who makes people 
holy and those who are made holy are of the same family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call them 
brothers and sisters. 12 He says, “I will declare your name to my brothers and sisters; in the 
assembly I will sing your praises.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again he says, 
“Here am I, and the children God has given me.” 14 Since the children have flesh and blood, he 
too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might break the power of him who holds 
the power of death—that is, the devil— 15 and free those who all their lives were held in 
slavery by their fear of death. 16 For surely it is not angels he helps, but Abraham’s 
descendants. 17 For this reason he had to be made like them, fully human in every way, in order 
that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might 
make atonement for the sins of the people. 18 Because he himself suffered when he was 
tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. 

WARNING AGAINST UNBELIEF 
(Hebrews 3:7-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 So, as the Holy Spirit says: “Today, if you hear his voice, 8 do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion, during the �me of tes�ng in the wilderness, 9 where your ancestors tested and 
tried me, though for forty years they saw what I did. 10 That is why I was angry with that 
genera�on; I said, ‘Their hearts are always going astray, and they have not known my ways.’ 11 
So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’ ” 12 See to it, brothers and 



sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that turns away from the living God. 13 
But encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be 
hardened by sin’s decei�ulness. 14 We have come to share in Christ, if indeed we hold our 
original convic�on firmly to the very end. 15 As has just been said: “Today, if you hear his voice, 
do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.” 16 Who were they who heard and 
rebelled? Were they not all those Moses led out of Egypt? 17 And with whom was he angry for 
forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose bodies perished in the wilderness? 18 
And to whom did God swear that they would never enter his rest if not to those who 
disobeyed? 19 So we see that they were not able to enter, because of their unbelief. 

A SABBATH-REST FOR THE PEOPLE OF GOD 
(Hebrews 4:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Therefore, since the promise of entering his rest s�ll stands, let us be careful that none of you 
be found to have fallen short of it. 2 For we also have had the good news proclaimed to us, just 
as they did; but the message they heard was of no value to them, because they did not share 
the faith of those who obeyed. 3 Now we who have believed enter that rest, just as God has 
said, “So I declared on oath in my anger, ‘They shall never enter my rest.’” And yet his works 
have been finished since the crea�on of the world. 4 For somewhere he has spoken about the 
seventh day in these words: “On the seventh day God rested from all his works.” 5 And again in 
the passage above he says, “They shall never enter my rest.” 6 Therefore since it s�ll remains for 
some to enter that rest, and since those who formerly had the good news proclaimed to them 
did not go in because of their disobedience, 7 God again set a certain day, calling it “Today.” This 
he did when a long �me later he spoke through David, as in the passage already quoted: “Today, 
if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, God 
would not have spoken later about another day. 9 There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the 
people of God; 10 for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as God did 
from his. 11 Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest, so that no one will perish by 
following their example of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is alive and ac�ve. Sharper 
than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; 
it judges the thoughts and a�tudes of the heart. 13 Nothing in all crea�on is hidden from God’s 
sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give 
account. 

JESUS THE GREAT HIGH PRIEST 
(Hebrews 4:14-5:8, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into heaven, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just 



as we are—yet he did not sin. 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our �me of need. 5 Every high priest 
is selected from among the people and is appointed to represent the people in maters related 
to God, to offer gi�s and sacrifices for sins. 2 He is able to deal gently with those who are 
ignorant and are going astray, since he himself is subject to weakness. 3 This is why he has to 
offer sacrifices for his own sins, as well as for the sins of the people. 4 And no one takes this 
honor on himself, but he receives it when called by God, just as Aaron was. 5 In the same way, 
Christ did not take on himself the glory of becoming a high priest. But God said to him, “You are 
my Son; today I have become your Father.” 6 And he says in another place, “You are a priest 
forever, in the order of Melchizedek.” 7 During the days of Jesus’ life on earth, he offered up 
prayers and pe��ons with fervent cries and tears to the one who could save him from death, 
and he was heard because of his reverent submission. 8 Son though he was, he learned 
obedience from what he suffered 9 and, once made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salva�on for all who obey him 10 and was designated by God to be high priest in the order of 
Melchizedek. 

THE BLOOD OF CHRIST 
(Hebrews 9:11-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 But when Christ came as high priest of the good things that are now already here, he went 
through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not made with human hands, that is to 
say, is not a part of this crea�on. 12 He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; 
but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, thus obtaining eternal 
redemp�on. 13 The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who 
are ceremonially unclean sanc�fy them so that they are outwardly clean. 14 How much more, 
then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to 
God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 
15 For this reason Christ is the mediator of a new covenant, that those who are called may 
receive the promised eternal inheritance—now that he has died as a ransom to set them free 
from the sins commited under the first covenant. 16 In the case of a will, it is necessary to 
prove the death of the one who made it, 17 because a will is in force only when somebody has 
died; it never takes effect while the one who made it is living. 18 This is why even the first 
covenant was not put into effect without blood. 19 When Moses had proclaimed every 
command of the law to all the people, he took the blood of calves, together with water, scarlet 
wool and branches of hyssop, and sprinkled the scroll and all the people. 20 He said, “This is the 
blood of the covenant, which God has commanded you to keep.” 21 In the same way, he 
sprinkled with the blood both the tabernacle and everything used in its ceremonies. 22 In fact, 
the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness. 23 It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to 



be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with beter sacrifices than 
these. 24 For Christ did not enter a sanctuary made with human hands that was only a copy of 
the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God’s presence. 25 Nor did he 
enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy 
Place every year with blood that is not his own. 26 Otherwise Christ would have had to suffer 
many �mes since the crea�on of the world. But he has appeared once for all at the culmina�on 
of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 27 Just as people are des�ned to die 
once, and a�er that to face judgment, 28 so Christ was sacrificed once to take away the sins of 
many; and he will appear a second �me, not to bear sin, but to bring salva�on to those who are 
wai�ng for him. 

A CALL TO PERSEVERE IN FAITH 
(Hebrews 10:19-39, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by 
the blood of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his 
body, 21 and since we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God 
with a sincere heart and with the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to 
cleanse us from a guilty conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us 
hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us 
consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up 
mee�ng together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the 
more as you see the Day approaching. 26 If we deliberately keep on sinning a�er we have 
received the knowledge of the truth, no sacrifice for sins is le�, 27 but only a fearful expecta�on 
of judgment and of raging fire that will consume the enemies of God. 28 Anyone who rejected 
the law of Moses died without mercy on the tes�mony of two or three witnesses. 29 How much 
more severely do you think someone deserves to be punished who has trampled the Son of God 
underfoot, who has treated as an unholy thing the blood of the covenant that sanc�fied them, 
and who has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who said, “It is mine to avenge; I 
will repay,” and again, “The Lord will judge his people.” 31 It is a dreadful thing to fall into the 
hands of the living God. 32 Remember those earlier days a�er you had received the light, when 
you endured in a great conflict full of suffering. 33 Some�mes you were publicly exposed to 
insult and persecu�on; at other �mes you stood side by side with those who were so treated. 
34 You suffered along with those in prison and joyfully accepted the confisca�on of your 
property, because you knew that you yourselves had beter and las�ng possessions. 35 So do 
not throw away your confidence; it will be richly rewarded. 36 You need to persevere so that 
when you have done the will of God, you will receive what he has promised. 37 For, “In just a 
litle while, he who is coming will come and will not delay.” 38 And, “But my righteous one will 



live by faith. And I take no pleasure in the one who shrinks back.” 39 But we do not belong to 
those who shrink back and are destroyed, but to those who have faith and are saved. 

FAITH IN ACTION 
(Hebrews 11:1-12:3, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see. 2 This 
is what the ancients were commended for. 3 By faith we understand that the universe was 
formed at God’s command, so that what is seen was not made out of what was visible. 4 By 
faith Abel brought God a beter offering than Cain did. By faith he was commended as 
righteous, when God spoke well of his offerings. And by faith Abel s�ll speaks, even though he is 
dead. 5 By faith Enoch was taken from this life, so that he did not experience death: “He could 
not be found, because God had taken him away.” For before he was taken, he was commended 
as one who pleased God. 6 And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone 
who comes to him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek 
him. 7 By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save 
his family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in 
keeping with faith. 8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he 
made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did 
Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward 
to the city with founda�ons, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, 
who was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him 
faithful who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, 
came descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the 
seashore. 13 All these people were s�ll living by faith when they died. They did not receive the 
things promised; they only saw them and welcomed them from a distance, admi�ng that they 
were foreigners and strangers on earth. 14 People who say such things show that they are 
looking for a country of their own. 15 If they had been thinking of the country they had le�, 
they would have had opportunity to return. 16 Instead, they were longing for a beter country—
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared a city 
for them. 17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had 
embraced the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 18 even though God had 
said to him, “It is through Isaac that your offspring will be reckoned.” 19 Abraham reasoned that 
God could even raise the dead, and so in a manner of speaking he did receive Isaac back from 
death. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 21 By faith Jacob, when 
he was dying, blessed each of Joseph’s sons, and worshiped as he leaned on the top of his staff. 
22 By faith Joseph, when his end was near, spoke about the exodus of the Israelites from Egypt 
and gave instruc�ons concerning the burial of his bones. 23 By faith Moses’ parents hid him for 



three months a�er he was born, because they saw he was no ordinary child, and they were not 
afraid of the king’s edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be known as the 
son of Pharaoh’s daughter. 25 He chose to be mistreated along with the people of God rather 
than to enjoy the flee�ng pleasures of sin. 26 He regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of 
greater value than the treasures of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward. 27 By 
faith he le� Egypt, not fearing the king’s anger; he persevered because he saw him who is 
invisible. 28 By faith he kept the Passover and the applica�on of blood, so that the destroyer of 
the firstborn would not touch the firstborn of Israel. 29 By faith the people passed through the 
Red Sea as on dry land; but when the Egyp�ans tried to do so, they were drowned. 30 By faith 
the walls of Jericho fell, a�er the army had marched around them for seven days. 31 By faith the 
pros�tute Rahab, because she welcomed the spies, was not killed with those who were 
disobedient. 32 And what more shall I say? I do not have �me to tell about Gideon, Barak, 
Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33 who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered jus�ce, and gained what was promised; who shut the 
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose 
weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in batle and routed foreign 
armies. 35 Women received back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were 
tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even beter resurrec�on. 36 Some 
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by 
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, des�tute, persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world was not worthy of them. 
They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 39 These 
were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 40 
since God had planned something beter for us so that only together with us would they be 
made perfect. 121 Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles. And let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter 
of faith. For the joy set before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at 
the right hand of the throne of God. 3 Consider him who endured such opposi�on from sinners, 
so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. 

WARNING AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
(Hebrews 12:14-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without holiness no one will 
see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of the grace of God and that no biter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many. 16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless 
like Esau, who for a single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 A�erward, as 



you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even though he sought the 
blessing with tears, he could not change what he had done. 

CONCLUDING EXHORTATIONS 
(Hebrews 13:1-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Keep on loving one another as brothers and sisters. 2 Do not forget to show hospitality to 
strangers, for by so doing some people have shown hospitality to angels without knowing it. 3 
Con�nue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those 
who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering. 4 Marriage should be honored by all, 
and the marriage bed kept pure, for God will judge the adulterer and all the sexually immoral. 5 
Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, because God 
has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you.” 6 So we say with confidence, “The 
Lord is my helper; I will not be afraid. What can mere mortals do to me?” 7 Remember your 
leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of their way of life and 
imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be 
carried away by all kinds of strange teachings. It is good for our hearts to be strengthened by 
grace, not by ea�ng ceremonial foods, which is of no benefit to those who do so. 10 We have an 
altar from which those who minister at the tabernacle have no right to eat. 11 The high priest 
carries the blood of animals into the Most Holy Place as a sin offering, but the bodies are 
burned outside the camp. 12 And so Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the 
people holy through his own blood. 13 Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the 
disgrace he bore. 14 For here we do not have an enduring city, but we are looking for the city 
that is to come. 15 Through Jesus, therefore, let us con�nually offer to God a sacrifice of 
praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his name. 16 And do not forget to do good and to 
share with others, for with such sacrifices God is pleased. 17 Have confidence in your leaders 
and submit to their authority, because they keep watch over you as those who must give an 
account. Do this so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to 
you. 18 Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in 
every way. 19 I par�cularly urge you to pray so that I may be restored to you soon. 

HEBREWS 13:25 
Benedic�on and Final Gree�ngs 
(Hebrews 13:20-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, 21 equip you with everything 
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to 
whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 22 Brothers and sisters, I urge you to bear with my 
word of exhorta�on, for in fact I have writen to you quite briefly. 23 I want you to know that 



our brother Timothy has been released. If he arrives soon, I will come with him to see you. 24 
Greet all your leaders and all the Lord’s people. Those from Italy send you their gree�ngs. 25 
Grace be with you all. 

A REBELLIOUS NATION 
(Isaiah 1:2-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 Hear me, you heavens! Listen, earth! For the Lord has spoken: “I reared children and brought 
them up, but they have rebelled against me. 3 The ox knows its master, the donkey its owner’s 
manger, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” 4 Woe to the sinful na�on, a 
people whose guilt is great, a brood of evildoers, children given to corrup�on! They have 
forsaken the Lord; they have spurned the Holy One of Israel and turned their backs on him. 5 
Why should you be beaten anymore? Why do you persist in rebellion? Your whole head is 
injured, your whole heart afflicted. 6 From the sole of your foot to the top of your head there is 
no soundness— only wounds and welts and open sores, not cleansed or bandaged or soothed 
with olive oil. 7 Your country is desolate, your ci�es burned with fire; your fields are being 
stripped by foreigners right before you, laid waste as when overthrown by strangers. 8 Daughter 
Zion is le� like a shelter in a vineyard, like a hut in a cucumber field, like a city under siege. 9 
Unless the Lord Almighty had le� us some survivors, we would have become like Sodom, we 
would have been like Gomorrah. 10 Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; listen to 
the instruc�on of our God, you people of Gomorrah! 11 “The mul�tude of your sacrifices— 
what are they to me?” says the Lord. “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and 
the fat of fatened animals; I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 
When you come to appear before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 
13 Stop bringing meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths 
and convoca�ons— I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 14 Your New Moon feasts and 
your appointed fes�vals I hate with all my being. They have become a burden to me; I am weary 
of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; even 
when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood! 16 Wash and 
make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. 17 Learn to do 
right; seek jus�ce. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the case of 
the widow. 18 “Come now, let us setle the mater,” says the Lord. “Though your sins are like 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red as crimson, they shall be like wool. 
19 If you are willing and obedient, you will eat the good things of the land; 20 but if you resist 
and rebel, you will be devoured by the sword.” For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 21 See 
how the faithful city has become a pros�tute! She once was full of jus�ce; righteousness used 
to dwell in her—but now murderers! 22 Your silver has become dross, your choice wine is 
diluted with water. 23 Your rulers are rebels, partners with thieves; they all love bribes and 
chase a�er gi�s. They do not defend the cause of the fatherless; the widow’s case does not 



come before them. 24 Therefore the Lord, the Lord Almighty, the Mighty One of Israel, declares: 
“Ah! I will vent my wrath on my foes and avenge myself on my enemies. 25 I will turn my hand 
against you; I will thoroughly purge away your dross and remove all your impuri�es. 26 I will 
restore your leaders as in days of old, your rulers as at the beginning. A�erward you will be 
called the City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.” 27 Zion will be delivered with jus�ce, her 
penitent ones with righteousness. 28 But rebels and sinners will both be broken, and those who 
forsake the Lord will perish. 29 “You will be ashamed because of the sacred oaks in which you 
have delighted; you will be disgraced because of the gardens that you have chosen. 30 You will 
be like an oak with fading leaves, like a garden without water. 31 The mighty man will become 
�nder and his work a spark; both will burn together, with no one to quench the fire.” 

THE SIGN OF IMMANUEL 
(Isaiah 8:19-9:17, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 When Ahaz son of Jotham, the son of Uzziah, was king of Judah, King Rezin of Aram and Pekah 
son of Remaliah king of Israel marched up to fight against Jerusalem, but they could not 
overpower it. 2 Now the house of David was told, “Aram has allied itself with Ephraim”; so the 
hearts of Ahaz and his people were shaken, as the trees of the forest are shaken by the wind. 3 
Then the Lord said to Isaiah, “Go out, you and your son Shear-Jashub, to meet Ahaz at the end 
of the aqueduct of the Upper Pool, on the road to the Launderer’s Field. 4 Say to him, ‘Be 
careful, keep calm and don’t be afraid. Do not lose heart because of these two smoldering stubs 
of firewood—because of the fierce anger of Rezin and Aram and of the son of Remaliah. 5 
Aram, Ephraim and Remaliah’s son have ploted your ruin, saying, 6 “Let us invade Judah; let us 
tear it apart and divide it among ourselves, and make the son of Tabeel king over it.” 7 Yet this is 
what the Sovereign Lord says: “‘It will not take place, it will not happen, 
8 for the head of Aram is Damascus, and the head of Damascus is only Rezin. Within sixty-five 
years Ephraim will be too shatered to be a people. 9 The head of Ephraim is Samaria, and the 
head of Samaria is only Remaliah’s son. If you do not stand firm in your faith, you will not stand 
at all.’” 10 Again the Lord spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the Lord your God for a sign, whether in the 
deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; I will not put the 
Lord to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 
pa�ence of humans? Will you try the pa�ence of my God also? 14 Therefore the Lord himself 
will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. 
15 He will be ea�ng curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose 
the right, 16 for before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the 
land of the two kings you dread will be laid waste. 17 The Lord will bring on you and on your 
people and on the house of your father a �me unlike any since Ephraim broke away from 
Judah—he will bring the king of Assyria.” 



THE DARKNESS TURNS TO LIGHT 
(Isaiah 8:19-9:17, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 When someone tells you to consult mediums and spiri�sts, who whisper and muter, should 
not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? 20 Consult 
God’s instruc�on and the tes�mony of warning. If anyone does not speak according to this 
word, they have no light of dawn. 21 Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; 
when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king 
and their God. 22 Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and 
fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into uter darkness. 9 Nevertheless, there will be no more 
gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land 
of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the na�ons, by the Way of the Sea, beyond 
the Jordan—2 The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land 
of deep darkness a light has dawned. 3 You have enlarged the na�on and increased their joy; 
they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as warriors rejoice when dividing the 
plunder. 4 For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, you have shatered the yoke that burdens them, 
the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 5 Every warrior’s boot used in batle 
and every garment rolled in blood will be des�ned for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 6 For to 
us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will 
be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlas�ng Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the 
greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David’s throne and 
over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with jus�ce and righteousness from that �me 
on and forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 

SONGS OF PRAISE 
(Isaiah 12:1-6, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 In that day you will say: “I will praise you, Lord. Although you were angry with me, your 
anger has turned away and you have comforted me. 2 Surely God is my salva�on; I will trust and 
not be afraid. The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defense; he has become my 
salva�on.” 3 With joy you will draw water from the wells of salva�on. 4 In that day you will say: 
“Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name; make known among the na�ons what he has done, 
and proclaim that his name is exalted. 5 Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this 
be known to all the world. 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, for great is the Holy 
One of Israel among you.” 

COMFORT FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
(Isaiah 40:1-31, New Interna�onal Version) 



40 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to 
her that her hard service has been completed, that her sin has been paid for, that she has 
received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice of one calling: “In the wilderness 
prepare the way for the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley 
shall be raised up, every mountain and hill made low; the rough ground shall become level, the 
rugged places a plain. 5 And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and all people will see it 
together. For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry out.” And I said, “What 
shall I cry?” “All people are like grass, and all their faithfulness is like the flowers of the field. 7 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, because the breath of the Lord blows on them. Surely the 
people are grass. 8 The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures 
forever.” 9 You who bring good news to Zion, go up on a high mountain. You who bring good 
news to Jerusalem, li� up your voice with a shout, li� it up, do not be afraid; say to the towns of 
Judah, “Here is your God!” 10 See, the Sovereign Lord comes with power, and he rules with a 
mighty arm. See, his reward is with him, and his recompense accompanies him. 11 He tends his 
flock like a shepherd: He gathers the lambs in his arms and carries them close to his heart; he 
gently leads those that have young. 12 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, 
or with the breadth of his hand marked off the heavens? Who has held the dust of the earth in 
a basket, or weighed the mountains on the scales and the hills in a balance? 13 Who can fathom 
the Spirit of the Lord, or instruct the Lord as his counselor? 14 Whom did the Lord consult to 
enlighten him, and who taught him the right way? Who was it that taught him knowledge, or 
showed him the path of understanding? 15 Surely the na�ons are like a drop in a bucket; they 
are regarded as dust on the scales; he weighs the islands as though they were fine dust. 16 
Lebanon is not sufficient for altar fires, nor its animals enough for burnt offerings. 17 Before him 
all the na�ons are as nothing; they are regarded by him as worthless and less than nothing. 18 
With whom, then, will you compare God? To what image will you liken him? 19 As for an idol, a 
metalworker casts it, and a goldsmith overlays it with gold and fashions silver chains for it. 20 A 
person too poor to present such an offering selects wood that will not rot; they look for a skilled 
worker to set up an idol that will not topple. 21 Do you not know? Have you not heard? Has it 
not been told you from the beginning? Have you not understood since the earth was founded? 
22 He sits enthroned above the circle of the earth, and its people are like grasshoppers. He 
stretches out the heavens like a canopy, and spreads them out like a tent to live in. 23 He brings 
princes to naught and reduces the rulers of this world to nothing. 24 No sooner are they 
planted, no sooner are they sown, no sooner do they take root in the ground, than he blows on 
them and they wither, and a whirlwind sweeps them away like chaff. 25 “To whom will you 
compare me? Or who is my equal?” says the Holy One. 26 Li� up your eyes and look to the 
heavens: Who created all these? He who brings out the starry host one by one and calls forth 
each of them by name. Because of his great power and mighty strength, not one of them is 
missing. 27 Why do you complain, Jacob? Why do you say, Israel, “My way is hidden from the 



Lord; my cause is disregarded by my God”? 28 Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Lord 
is the everlas�ng God, the Creator of the ends of the earth. He will not grow �red or weary, and 
his understanding no one can fathom. 29 He gives strength to the weary and increases the 
power of the weak. 30 Even youths grow �red and weary, and young men stumble and fall; 31 
but those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. 

THE HELPER OF ISRAEL 
(Isaiah 41:1-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

41 “Be silent before me, you islands! Let the na�ons renew their strength! Let them come 
forward and speak; let us meet together at the place of judgment. 2 “Who has s�rred up one 
from the east, calling him in righteousness to his service? 
He hands na�ons over to him and subdues kings before him. He turns them to dust with his 
sword, to windblown chaff with his bow. 3 He pursues them and moves on unscathed, by a path 
his feet have not traveled before. 4 Who has done this and carried it through, calling forth the 
genera�ons from the beginning? I, the Lord—with the first of them and with the last—I am he.” 
5 The islands have seen it and fear; the ends of the earth tremble. They approach and come 
forward; 6 they help each other and say to their companions, “Be strong!” 7 The metalworker 
encourages the goldsmith, and the one who smooths with the hammer spurs on the one who 
strikes the anvil. One says of the welding, “It is good.” The other nails down the idol so it will not 
topple. 8 “But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you descendants of Abraham 
my friend, 9 I took you from the ends of the earth, from its farthest corners I called you. I said, 
‘You are my servant’; I have chosen you and have not rejected you. 10 So do not fear, for I am 
with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you; I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand. 11 “All who rage against you will surely be ashamed 
and disgraced; those who oppose you will be as nothing and perish. 12 Though you search for 
your enemies, you will not find them. Those who wage war against you will be as nothing at all. 
13 For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; I 
will help you. 14 Do not be afraid, you worm Jacob, litle Israel, do not fear, for I myself will help 
you,” declares the Lord, your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel. 15 “See, I will make you into a 
threshing sledge, new and sharp, with many teeth. You will thresh the mountains and crush 
them, and reduce the hills to chaff. 16 You will winnow them, the wind will pick them up, and a 
gale will blow them away. But you will rejoice in the Lord and glory in the Holy One of Israel. 17 
“The poor and needy search for water, but there is none; their tongues are parched with thirst. 
But I the Lord will answer them; I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them. 18 I will make rivers 
flow on barren heights, and springs within the valleys. I will turn the desert into pools of water, 
and the parched ground into springs. 19 I will put in the desert the cedar and the acacia, the 
myrtle and the olive. I will set junipers in the wasteland, the fir and the cypress together, 20 so 



that people may see and know, may consider and understand, that the hand of the Lord has 
done this, that the Holy One of Israel has created it. 21 “Present your case,” says the Lord. “Set 
forth your arguments,” says Jacob’s King. 22 “Tell us, you idols, what is going to happen. Tell us 
what the former things were, so that we may consider them and know their final outcome. Or 
declare to us the things to come, 23 tell us what the future holds, so we may know that you are 
gods. Do something, whether good or bad, so that we will be dismayed and filled with fear. 24 
But you are less than nothing and your works are uterly worthless; whoever chooses you is 
detestable. 25 “I have s�rred up one from the north, and he comes— one from the rising sun 
who calls on my name. He treads on rulers as if they were mortar, as if he were a poter 
treading the clay. 26 Who told of this from the beginning, so we could know, or beforehand, so 
we could say, ‘He was right’? No one told of this, no one foretold it, no one heard any words 
from you. 27 I was the first to tell Zion, ‘Look, here they are!’ I gave to Jerusalem a messenger of 
good news. 28 I look but there is no one— no one among the gods to give counsel, no one to 
give answer when I ask them. 29 See, they are all false! Their deeds amount to nothing; their 
images are but wind and confusion. 

ISRAEL'S ONLY SAVIOR 
(Isaiah 43:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

43 But now, this is what the Lord says—he who created you, Jacob, he who formed you, Israel: 
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have summoned you by name; you are mine. 2 When 
you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and when you pass through the rivers, they will 
not sweep over you. When you walk through the fire, you will not be burned; the flames will 
not set you ablaze. 3 For I am the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior; I give Egypt 
for your ransom, Cush and Seba in your stead. 4 Since you are precious and honored in my sight, 
and because I love you, I will give people in exchange for you, na�ons in exchange for your life. 5 
Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bring your children from the east and gather you from 
the west. 6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold them back.’ 
Bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the ends of the earth— 7 everyone who is 
called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 8 Lead out those 
who have eyes but are blind, who have ears but are deaf. 9 All the na�ons gather together and 
the peoples assemble. Which of their gods foretold this and proclaimed to us the former things? 
Let them bring in their witnesses to prove they were right, so that others may hear and say, “It 
is true.” 10 “You are my witnesses,” declares the Lord, “and my servant whom I have chosen, so 
that you may know and believe me and understand that I am he. Before me no god was formed, 
nor will there be one a�er me. 11 I, even I, am the Lord, and apart from me there is no savior. 
12 I have revealed and saved and proclaimed— I, and not some foreign god among you. are my 
witnesses,” declares the Lord, “that I am God. 13 Yes, and from ancient days I am he. No one 
can deliver out of my hand. When I act, who can reverse it?” 



RESTORATION OF ISRAEL 
(Isaiah 49:8-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 This is what the Lord says: “In the �me of my favor I will answer you, and in the day of 
salva�on I will help you; I will keep you and will make you to be a covenant for the people, to 
restore the land and to reassign its desolate inheritances, 9 to say to the cap�ves, ‘Come out,’ 
and to those in darkness, ‘Be free!’ “They will feed beside the roads and find pasture on every 
barren hill. 10 They will neither hunger nor thirst, nor will the desert heat or the sun beat down 
on them. He who has compassion on them will guide them and lead them beside springs of 
water. 11 I will turn all my mountains into roads, and my highways will be raised up. 12 See, they 
will come from afar— some from the north, some from the west, some from the region of 
Aswan.” 13 Shout for joy, you heavens; rejoice, you earth; burst into song, you mountains! For 
the Lord comforts his people and will have compassion on his afflicted ones. 14 But Zion said, 
“The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgoten me.” 15 “Can a mother forget the baby at her 
breast and have no compassion on the child she has borne? Though she may forget, I will not 
forget you! 16 See, I have engraved you on the palms of my hands; your walls are ever before 
me. 17 Your children hasten back, and those who laid you waste depart from you. 18 Li� up 
your eyes and look around; all your children gather and come to you. As surely as I live,” 
declares the Lord, “you will wear them all as ornaments; you will put them on, like a bride. 19 
“Though you were ruined and made desolate and your land laid waste, now you will be too 
small for your people, and those who devoured you will be far away. 20 The children born 
during your bereavement will yet say in your hearing, ‘This place is too small for us; give us 
more space to live in.’ 21 Then you will say in your heart, ‘Who bore me these? I was bereaved 
and barren; I was exiled and rejected. Who brought these up? I was le� all alone, but these—
where have they come from?’” 22 This is what the Sovereign Lord says: “See, I will beckon to 
the na�ons, I will li� up my banner to the peoples; they will bring your sons in their arms and 
carry your daughters on their hips. 23 Kings will be your foster fathers, and their queens your 
nursing mothers. They will bow down before you with their faces to the ground; they will lick 
the dust at your feet. Then you will know that I am the Lord; those who hope in me will not be 
disappointed.” 24 Can plunder be taken from warriors, or cap�ves be rescued from the fierce? 
25 But this is what the Lord says: “Yes, cap�ves will be taken from warriors, and plunder 
retrieved from the fierce; I will contend with those who contend with you, and your children I 
will save. 26 I will make your oppressors eat their own flesh; they will be drunk on their own 
blood, as with wine. Then all mankind will know that I, the Lord, am your Savior, your Redeemer, 
the Mighty One of Jacob.” 

THE SUFFERING AND GLORY OF THE SERVANT 
(Isaiah 52:13-53:12, New Interna�onal Version) 



13 See, my servant will act wisely; he will be raised and li�ed up and highly exalted. 14 Just as 
there were many who were appalled at him— his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of 
any human being and his form marred beyond human likeness— 15 so he will sprinkle many 
na�ons, and kings will shut their mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will 
see, and what they have not heard, they will understand. 53:1 Who has believed our message 
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 2 He grew up before him like a tender 
shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to atract us to him, 
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 3 He was despised and rejected by 
mankind, a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. Like one from whom people hide their faces 
he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 4 Surely he took up our pain and bore our 
suffering, yet we considered him punished by God, stricken by him, and afflicted. 5 But he was 
pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniqui�es; the punishment that brought 
us peace was on him, and by his wounds we are healed. 6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to our own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 7 He 
was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 8 By 
oppression and judgment he was taken away. Yet who of his genera�on protested? For he was 
cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was punished. 9 He was 
assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no 
violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 10 Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush him and cause 
him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life an offering for sin, he will see his offspring and 
prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 11 A�er he has suffered, he 
will see the light of life and be sa�sfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will jus�fy many, 
and he will bear their iniqui�es. 12 Therefore I will give him a por�on among the great, and he 
will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was 
numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

INVITATION TO THE THIRSTY 
(Isaiah 55:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

55 “Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy 
and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost. 2 Why spend money on 
what is not bread, and your labor on what does not sa�sfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is 
good, and you will delight in the richest of fare. 3 Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may 
live. I will make an everlas�ng covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David. 4 See, I 
have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. 5 Surely you 
will summon na�ons you know not, and na�ons you do not know will come running to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” 6 



Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 7 Let the wicked forsake their 
ways and the unrighteous their thoughts. Let them turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on 
them, and to our God, for he will freely pardon. 8 “For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways,” declares the Lord. 9 “As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10 As the rain and 
the snow come down from heaven, and do not return to it without watering the earth and 
making it bud and flourish, so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater, 11 so is 
my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accomplish what 
I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 12 You will go out in joy and be led forth in 
peace; the mountains and hills will burst into song before you, and all the trees of the field will 
clap their hands. 13 Instead of the thornbush will grow the juniper, and instead of briers the 
myrtle will grow. This will be for the Lord’s renown, for an everlas�ng sign, that will endure 
forever.” 

SALVATION FOR OTHERS 
(Isaiah 56:1-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

56 This is what the Lord says: “Maintain jus�ce and do what is right, for my salva�on is close at 
hand and my righteousness will soon be revealed. 2 Blessed is the one who does this—the 
person who holds it fast, who keeps the Sabbath without desecra�ng it, and keeps their hands 
from doing any evil.” 3 Let no foreigner who is bound to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely 
exclude me from his people.” And let no eunuch complain, “I am only a dry tree.” 4 For this is 
what the Lord says: “To the eunuchs who keep my Sabbaths, who choose what pleases me and 
hold fast to my covenant— 5 to them I will give within my temple and its walls a memorial and a 
name beter than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlas�ng name that will endure 
forever. 6 And foreigners who bind themselves to the Lord to minister to him, to love the name 
of the Lord, and to be his servants, 
all who keep the Sabbath without desecra�ng it and who hold fast to my covenant— 7 these I 
will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their burnt offerings 
and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of prayer for all 
na�ons.” 8 The Sovereign Lord declares— he who gathers the exiles of Israel: “I will gather s�ll 
others to them besides those already gathered.” 

TRUE FASTING 
(Isaiah 58:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

58 “Shout it aloud, do not hold back. Raise your voice like a trumpet. Declare to my people their 
rebellion and to the descendants of Jacob their sins. 2 For day a�er day they seek me out; they 
seem eager to know my ways, as if they were a na�on that does what is right and has not 
forsaken the commands of its God. They ask me for just decisions and seem eager for God to 



come near them. 3 ‘Why have we fasted,’ they say, ‘and you have not seen it? Why have we 
humbled ourselves, and you have not no�ced?’ “Yet on the day of your fas�ng, you do as you 
please and exploit all your workers. 4 Your fas�ng ends in quarreling and strife, and in striking 
each other with wicked fists. You cannot fast as you do today and expect your voice to be heard 
on high. 5 Is this the kind of fast I have chosen, only a day for people to humble themselves? Is 
it only for bowing one’s head like a reed and for lying in sackcloth and ashes? Is that what you 
call a fast, a day acceptable to the Lord? 6 “Is not this the kind of fas�ng I have chosen: to loose 
the chains of injus�ce and un�e the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed free and break 
every yoke? 7 Is it not to share your food with the hungry and to provide the poor wanderer 
with shelter—when you see the naked, to clothe them, and not to turn away from your own 
flesh and blood? 8 Then your light will break forth like the dawn, and your healing will quickly 
appear; then your righteousness will go before you, and the glory of the Lord will be your rear 
guard. 9 Then you will call, and the Lord will answer; you will cry for help, and he will say: Here 
am I. “If you do away with the yoke of oppression, with the poin�ng finger and malicious talk, 
10 and if you spend yourselves in behalf of the hungry and sa�sfy the needs of the oppressed, 
then your light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. 11 The 
Lord will guide you always; he will sa�sfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen 
your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail. 12 Your 
people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old founda�ons; you will be called 
Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings. 13 “If you keep your feet from 
breaking the Sabbath and from doing as you please on my holy day, if you call the Sabbath a 
delight and the Lord’s holy day honorable, and if you honor it by not going your own way and 
not doing as you please or speaking idle words, 14 then you will find your joy in the Lord, and I 
will cause you to ride in triumph on the heights of the land and to feast on the inheritance of 
your father Jacob.” For the mouth of the Lord has spoken. 

THE YEAR OF THE LORD'S FAVOR 
(Isaiah 61:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for 
the cap�ves and release from darkness for the prisoners, 2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, 3 and provide for those 
who grieve in Zion—to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy 
instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called 
oaks of righteousness, a plan�ng of the Lord for the display of his splendor. 4 They will rebuild 
the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined ci�es that 
have been devastated for genera�ons. 5 Strangers will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will 
work your fields and vineyards. 6 And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named 



ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of na�ons, and in their riches you will boast. 7 
Instead of your shame you will receive a double por�on, and instead of disgrace you will rejoice 
in your inheritance. And so you will inherit a double por�on in your land, and everlas�ng joy will 
be yours. 8 “For I, the Lord, love jus�ce; I hate robbery and wrongdoing. In my faithfulness I will 
reward my people and make an everlas�ng covenant with them. 9 Their descendants will be 
known among the na�ons and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will 
acknowledge that they are a people the Lord has blessed.” 10 I delight greatly in the Lord; my 
soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salva�on and arrayed me in a 
robe of his righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns 
herself with her jewels. 11 For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds 
to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all na�ons. 

PRAISE AND PRAYER 
(Isaiah 63:7-64:12, New Interna�onal Version) 

63:7 I will tell of the kindnesses of the Lord, the deeds for which he is to be praised, according 
to all the Lord has done for us—yes, the many good things he has done for Israel, according to 
his compassion and many kindnesses. 8 He said, “Surely they are my people, children who will 
be true to me”; and so he became their Savior. 9 In all their distress he too was distressed, and 
the angel of his presence saved them. In his love and mercy he redeemed them; he li�ed them 
up and carried them all the days of old. 10 Yet they rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit. So he 
turned and became their enemy and he himself fought against them. 11 Then his people 
recalled the days of old, the days of Moses and his people— where is he who brought them 
through the sea, with the shepherd of his flock? Where is he who set his Holy Spirit among 
them, 12 who sent his glorious arm of power to be at Moses’ right hand, who divided the 
waters before them, to gain for himself everlas�ng renown, 13 who led them through the 
depths? Like a horse in open country, they did not stumble; 14 like catle that go down to the 
plain, they were given rest by the Spirit of the Lord. This is how you guided your people to make 
for yourself a glorious name. 15 Look down from heaven and see, from your lo�y throne, holy 
and glorious. Where are your zeal and your might? Your tenderness and compassion are 
withheld from us. 16 But you are our Father, though Abraham does not know us or Israel 
acknowledge us; you, Lord, are our Father, our Redeemer from of old is your name. 17 Why, 
Lord, do you make us wander from your ways and harden our hearts so we do not revere you? 
Return for the sake of your servants, the tribes that are your inheritance. 18 For a litle while 
your people possessed your holy place, but now our enemies have trampled down your 
sanctuary. 19 We are yours from of old; but you have not ruled over them, they have not been 
called by your name. 64:1 Oh, that you would rend the heavens and come down, that the 
mountains would tremble before you! 2 As when fire sets twigs ablaze and causes water to boil, 
come down to make your name known to your enemies and cause the na�ons to quake before 



you! 3 For when you did awesome things that we did not expect, you came down, and the 
mountains trembled before you. 4 Since ancient �mes no one has heard, no ear has perceived, 
no eye has seen any God besides you, who acts on behalf of those who wait for him. 5 You 
come to the help of those who gladly do right, who remember your ways. But when we 
con�nued to sin against them, you were angry. How then can we be saved? 6 All of us have 
become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up 
like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 7 No one calls on your name or strives to 
lay hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us and have given us over to our sins. 8 Yet 
you, Lord, are our Father. We are the clay, you are the poter; we are all the work of your hand. 
9 Do not be angry beyond measure, Lord; do not remember our sins forever. Oh, look on us, we 
pray, for we are all your people. 
10 Your sacred ci�es have become a wasteland; even Zion is a wasteland, Jerusalem a 
desola�on. 11 Our holy and glorious temple, where our ancestors praised you, has been burned 
with fire, and all that we treasured lies in ruins. 12 A�er all this, Lord, will you hold yourself 
back? Will you keep silent and punish us beyond measure? 

JUDGMENT AND SALVATION 
(Isaiah 65:17-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

65 “I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek 
me. To a na�on that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.’ 2 All day long I have 
held out my hands to an obs�nate people, who walk in ways not good, pursuing their own 
imagina�ons— 3 a people who con�nually provoke me to my very face, offering sacrifices in 
gardens and burning incense on altars of brick; 4 who sit among the graves and spend their 
nights keeping secret vigil; who eat the flesh of pigs, and whose pots hold broth of impure 
meat; 5 who say, ‘Keep away; don’t come near me, for I am too sacred for you!’ Such people are 
smoke in my nostrils, a fire that keeps burning all day. 6 “See, it stands writen before me: I will 
not keep silent but will pay back in full; I will pay it back into their laps— 7 both your sins and 
the sins of your ancestors,” says the Lord. Because they burned sacrifices on the mountains and 
defied me on the hills, I will measure into their laps the full payment for their former deeds.” 8 
This is what the Lord says: “As when juice is s�ll found in a cluster of grapes and people say, 
‘Don’t destroy it, there is s�ll a blessing in it,’ so will I do in behalf of my servants; I will not 
destroy them all. 9 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob, and from Judah those who will 
possess my mountains; my chosen people will inherit them, and there will my servants live. 10 
Sharon will become a pasture for flocks, and the Valley of Achor a res�ng place for herds, for my 
people who seek me. 11 “But as for you who forsake the Lord and forget my holy mountain, 
who spread a table for Fortune and fill bowls of mixed wine for Des�ny, 12 I will des�ne you for 
the sword, and all of you will fall in the slaughter; for I called but you did not answer, I spoke but 
you did not listen. You did evil in my sight and chose what displeases me.” 13 Therefore this is 



what the Sovereign Lord says: “My servants will eat, but you will go hungry; my servants will 
drink, but you will go thirsty; my servants will rejoice, but you will be put to shame. 14 My 
servants will sing out of the joy of their hearts, but you will cry out from anguish of heart and 
wail in brokenness of spirit. 15 You will leave your name for my chosen ones to use in their 
curses; the Sovereign Lord will put you to death, but to his servants he will give another name. 
16 Whoever invokes a blessing in the land will do so by the one true God; whoever takes an 
oath in the land will swear by the one true God. For the past troubles will be forgoten and 
hidden from my eyes. 

TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS 
(James 1:2-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 
because you know that the tes�ng of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance 
finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you 
lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will 
be given to you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who 
doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect 
to receive anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do. 
9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high posi�on. 10 But the rich 
should take pride in their humilia�on—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the 
sun rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed. 
In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business. 12 Blessed is 
the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will receive the 
crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him. 13 When tempted, no one 
should say, “God is temp�ng me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt 
anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire 
and en�ced. 15 Then, a�er desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-
grown, gives birth to death. 16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good 
and perfect gi� is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does 
not change like shi�ing shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that 
we might be a kind of first fruits of all he created. 

LISTENING AND DOING 
(James 1:19-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to 
speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness 
that God desires. 21 Therefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and 
humbly accept the word planted in you, which can save you. 22 Do not merely listen to the 



word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but does 
not do what it says is like someone who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, a�er looking at 
himself, goes away and immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently 
into the perfect law that gives freedom, and con�nues in it—not forge�ng what they have 
heard, but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do. 26 Those who consider themselves 
religious and yet do not keep a �ght rein on their tongues deceive themselves, and their religion 
is worthless. 27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look a�er 
orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

FAVORITISM FORBIDDEN 
(James 2:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 My brothers and sisters, believers in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ must not show favori�sm. 2 
Suppose a man comes into your mee�ng wearing a gold ring and fine clothes, and a poor man 
in filthy old clothes also comes in. 3 If you show special aten�on to the man wearing fine 
clothes and say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” but say to the poor man, “You stand there” or “Sit 
on the floor by my feet,” 4 have you not discriminated among yourselves and become judges 
with evil thoughts? 5 Listen, my dear brothers and sisters: Has not God chosen those who are 
poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit the kingdom he promised those 
who love him? 6 But you have dishonored the poor. Is it not the rich who are exploi�ng you? 
Are they not the ones who are dragging you into court? 7 Are they not the ones who are 
blaspheming the noble name of him to whom you belong? 8 If you really keep the royal law 
found in Scripture, “Love your neighbor as yourself,” you are doing right. 9 But if you show 
favori�sm, you sin and are convicted by the law as lawbreakers. 10 For whoever keeps the 
whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 11 For he who said, 
“You shall not commit adultery,” also said, “You shall not murder.” If you do not commit adultery 
but do commit murder, you have become a lawbreaker. 12 Speak and act as those who are 
going to be judged by the law that gives freedom, 13 because judgment without mercy will be 
shown to anyone who has not been merciful. Mercy triumphs over judgment. 

FAITH AND DEEDS 
(James 2:14-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone claims to have faith but has no deeds? 
Can such faith save them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. 16 
If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by 
ac�on, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith; I have deeds.” Show me your faith 
without deeds, and I will show you my faith by my deeds. 19 You believe that there is one God. 
Good! Even the demons believe that—and shudder. 20 You foolish person, do you want 



evidence that faith without deeds is useless? 21 Was not our father Abraham considered 
righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? 22 You see that his faith 
and his ac�ons were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. 23 And 
the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as 
righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend. 24 You see that a person is considered righteous 
by what they do and not by faith alone. 25 In the same way, was not even Rahab the pros�tute 
considered righteous for what she did when she gave lodging to the spies and sent them off in a 
different direc�on? 26 As the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without deeds is dead. 

SUBMIT YOURSELVES TO GOD 
(James 4:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 What causes fights and quarrels among you? Don’t they come from your desires that batle 
within you? 2 You desire but do not have, so you kill. You covet but you cannot get what you 
want, so you quarrel and fight. You do not have because you do not ask God. 3 When you ask, 
you do not receive, because you ask with wrong mo�ves, that you may spend what you get on 
your pleasures. 4 You adulterous people, don’t you know that friendship with the world means 
enmity against God? Therefore, anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an 
enemy of God. 5 Or do you think Scripture says without reason that he jealously longs for the 
spirit he has caused to dwell in us? 6 But he gives us more grace. That is why Scripture says: 
“God opposes the proud but shows favor to the humble.” 7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. 
Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come near to God and he will come near to you. 
Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Grieve, mourn and 
wail. Change your laughter to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves before 
the Lord, and he will li� you up. 11 Brothers and sisters, do not slander one another. Anyone 
who speaks against a brother or sister or judges them speaks against the law and judges it. 
When you judge the law, you are not keeping it, but si�ng in judgment on it. 12 There is only 
one Lawgiver and Judge, the one who is able to save and destroy. But you—who are you to 
judge your neighbor? 

BOASTING ABOUT TOMORROW 
(James 4:13-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Now listen, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go to this or that city, spend a year 
there, carry on business and make money.” 14 Why, you do not even know what will happen 
tomorrow. What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a litle while and then vanishes. 15 
Instead, you ought to say, “If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you 
boast in your arrogant schemes. All such boas�ng is evil. 17 If anyone, then, knows the good 
they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them. 



PATIENCE IN SUFFERING 
(James 5:7-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 Be pa�ent, then, brothers and sisters, un�l the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop, pa�ently wai�ng for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You too, 
be pa�ent and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against one 
another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 10 
Brothers and sisters, as an example of pa�ence in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we count as blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally brought 
about. The Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 12 Above all, my brothers and sisters, do not 
swear—not by heaven or by earth or by anything else. All you need to say is a simple “Yes” or 
“No.” Otherwise you will be condemned. 

THE PRAYER OF FAITH 
(James 5:13-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 
praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make 
the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven. 16 
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effec�ve. 17 Elijah was a human being, even as 
we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it did not rain on the land for three and a 
half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth produced its crops. 19 
My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring 
that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will 
save them from death and cover over a mul�tude of sins. 

THE CALL OF JEREMIAH 
(Jeremiah 1:4-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 The word of the Lord came to me, saying, 5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the na�ons.” 6 “Alas, 
Sovereign Lord,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too young.” 7 But the Lord said to me, 
“Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to everyone I send you to and say whatever I 
command you. 8 Do not be afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the 
Lord. 9 Then the Lord reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to me, “I have put 
my words in your mouth. 10 See, today I appoint you over na�ons and kingdoms to uproot and 
tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to build and to plant.” 11 The word of the Lord came to 



me: “What do you see, Jeremiah?” “I see the branch of an almond tree,” I replied. 12 The Lord 
said to me, “You have seen correctly, for I am watching to see that my word is fulfilled.” 13 The 
word of the Lord came to me again: “What do you see?” “I see a pot that is boiling,” I answered. 
“It is �l�ng toward us from the north.” 14 The Lord said to me, “From the north disaster will be 
poured out on all who live in the land. 15 I am about to summon all the peoples of the northern 
kingdoms,” declares the Lord. “Their kings will come and set up their thrones in the entrance of 
the gates of Jerusalem; they will come against all her surrounding walls and against all the 
towns of Judah. 16 I will pronounce my judgments on my people because of their wickedness in 
forsaking me, in burning incense to other gods and in worshiping what their hands have made. 
17 “Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified 
by them, or I will terrify you before them. 18 Today I have made you a for�fied city, an iron pillar 
and a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its 
priests and the people of the land. 19 They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I 
am with you and will rescue you,” declares the Lord. 

SIN AND PUNISHMENT 
(Jeremiah 8:4-9:26, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 “Say to them, ‘This is what the Lord says: “‘When people fall down, do they not get up? When 
someone turns away, do they not return? 5 Why then have these people turned away? Why 
does Jerusalem always turn away? They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. 6 I have listened 
aten�vely, but they do not say what is right. None of them repent of their wickedness, saying, 
“What have I done?” Each pursues their own course like a horse charging into batle. 7 Even the 
stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swi� and the thrush observe 
the �me of their migra�on. But my people do not know the requirements of the Lord. 8 “‘How 
can you say, “We are wise, for we have the law of the Lord,” when actually the lying pen of the 
scribes has handled it falsely? 9 The wise will be put to shame; they will be dismayed and 
trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the Lord, what kind of wisdom do they have? 10 
Therefore I will give their wives to other men and their fields to new owners. From the least to 
the greatest, all are greedy for gain; prophets and priests alike, all prac�ce deceit. 11 They dress 
the wound of my people as though it were not serious. “Peace, peace,” they say, when there is 
no peace. 12 Are they ashamed of their detestable conduct? No, they have no shame at all; they 
do not even know how to blush. So they will fall among the fallen; they will be brought down 
when they are punished, says the Lord. 13 “‘I will take away their harvest, declares the Lord. 
There will be no grapes on the vine. There will be no figs on the tree, and their leaves will 
wither. What I have given them will be taken from them.’” 14 Why are we si�ng here? Gather 
together! Let us flee to the for�fied ci�es and perish there! For the Lord our God has doomed 
us to perish and given us poisoned water to drink, because we have sinned against him. 15 We 
hoped for peace but no good has come, for a �me of healing but there is only terror. 16 The 



snor�ng of the enemy’s horses is heard from Dan; at the neighing of their stallions the whole 
land trembles. They have come to devour the land and everything in it, the city and all who live 
there. 17 “See, I will send venomous snakes among you, vipers that cannot be charmed, and 
they will bite you,” declares the Lord. 18 You who are my Comforter in sorrow, my heart is faint 
within me. 19 Listen to the cry of my people from a land far away: “Is the Lord not in Zion? Is 
her King no longer there?” “Why have they aroused my anger with their images, with their 
worthless foreign idols?” 20 “The harvest is past, the summer has ended, and we are not 
saved.” 21 Since my people are crushed, I am crushed; I mourn, and horror grips me. 22 Is there 
no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why then is there no healing for the wound of 
my people? 9:1 Oh, that my head were a spring of water and my eyes a fountain of tears! I 
would weep day and night for the slain of my people. 2 Oh, that I had in the desert a lodging 
place for travelers, so that I might leave my people and go away from them; for they are all 
adulterers, a crowd of unfaithful people. 3 “They make ready their tongue like a bow, to shoot 
lies; it is not by truth that they triumph in the land. They go from one sin to another; they do 
not acknowledge me,” declares the Lord. 4 “Beware of your friends; do not trust anyone in your 
clan. For every one of them is a deceiver, and every friend a slanderer. 5 Friend deceives 
friend,and no one speaks the truth. They have taught their tongues to lie; they weary 
themselves with sinning. 6 You live in the midst of decep�on; in their deceit they refuse to 
acknowledge me,” declares the Lord. 7 Therefore this is what the Lord Almighty says: “See, I will 
refine and test them, for what else can I do because of the sin of my people? 8 Their tongue is a 
deadly arrow; it speaks decei�ully. With their mouths they all speak cordially to their neighbors, 
but in their hearts they set traps for them. 9 Should I not punish them for this?” declares the 
Lord. “Should I not avenge myself on such a na�on as this?” 10 I will weep and wail for the 
mountains and take up a lament concerning the wilderness grasslands. They are desolate and 
untraveled, and the lowing of catle is not heard. The birds have all fled and the animals are 
gone. 11 “I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins, a haunt of jackals; and I will lay waste the towns 
of Judah so no one can live there.” 12 Who is wise enough to understand this? Who has been 
instructed by the Lord and can explain it? Why has the land been ruined and laid waste like a 
desert that no one can cross? 13 The Lord said, “It is because they have forsaken my law, which I 
set before them; they have not obeyed me or followed my law. 14 Instead, they have followed 
the stubbornness of their hearts; they have followed the Baals, as their ancestors taught them.” 
15 Therefore this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “See, I will make this people 
eat biter food and drink poisoned water. 16 I will scater them among na�ons that neither they 
nor their ancestors have known, and I will pursue them with the sword un�l I have made an end 
of them.” 17 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Consider now! Call for the wailing women to 
come; send for the most skillful of them. 18 Let them come quickly and wail over us �ll our eyes 
overflow with tears and water streams from our eyelids. 19 The sound of wailing is heard from 
Zion: ‘How ruined we are! How great is our shame! We must leave our land because our houses 



are in ruins.’” 20 Now, you women, hear the word of the Lord; open your ears to the words of 
his mouth. Teach your daughters how to wail; teach one another a lament. 21 Death has 
climbed in through our windows and has entered our fortresses; it has removed the children 
from the streets and the young men from the public squares. 22 Say, “This is what the Lord 
declares: “‘Dead bodies will lie like dung on the open field, like cut grain behind the reaper,with 
no one to gather them.’” 23 This is what the Lord says: “Let not the wise boast of their wisdom 
or the strong boast of their strength or the rich boast of their riches, 24 but let the one who 
boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me, that I am the Lord, who 
exercises kindness, jus�ce and righteousness on earth, for in these I delight,” declares the Lord. 
25 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will punish all who are circumcised only in 
the flesh— 26 Egypt, Judah, Edom, Ammon, Moab and all who live in the wilderness in distant 
places. For all these na�ons are really uncircumcised, and even the whole house of Israel is 
uncircumcised in heart.” 

DAY OF DISASTER 
(Jeremiah 16:1-17:18, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 2 “You must not marry and have sons or daughters in 
this place.” 3 For this is what the Lord says about the sons and daughters born in this land and 
about the women who are their mothers and the men who are their fathers: 4 “They will die of 
deadly diseases. They will not be mourned or buried but will be like dung lying on the ground. 
They will perish by sword and famine, and their dead bodies will become food for the birds and 
the wild animals.” 5 For this is what the Lord says: “Do not enter a house where there is a 
funeral meal; do not go to mourn or show sympathy, because I have withdrawn my blessing, my 
love and my pity from this people,” declares the Lord. 6 “Both high and low will die in this land. 
They will not be buried or mourned, and no one will cut themselves or shave their head for the 
dead. 7 No one will offer food to comfort those who mourn for the dead—not even for a father 
or a mother—nor will anyone give them a drink to console them. 8 “And do not enter a house 
where there is feas�ng and sit down to eat and drink. 9 For this is what the Lord Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: Before your eyes and in your days I will bring an end to the sounds of joy and 
gladness and to the voices of bride and bridegroom in this place. 10 “When you tell these 
people all this and they ask you, ‘Why has the Lord decreed such a great disaster against us? 
What wrong have we done? What sin have we commited against the Lord our God?’ 11 then 
say to them, ‘It is because your ancestors forsook me,’ declares the Lord, ‘and followed other 
gods and served and worshiped them. They forsook me and did not keep my law. 12 But you 
have behaved more wickedly than your ancestors. See how all of you are following the 
stubbornness of your evil hearts instead of obeying me. 13 So I will throw you out of this land 
into a land neither you nor your ancestors have known, and there you will serve other gods day 
and night, for I will show you no favor.’ 14 “However, the days are coming,” declares the Lord, 



“when it will no longer be said, ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of 
Egypt,’ 15 but it will be said, ‘As surely as the Lord lives, who brought the Israelites up out of the 
land of the north and out of all the countries where he had banished them.’ For I will restore 
them to the land I gave their ancestors. 16 “But now I will send for many fishermen,” declares 
the Lord, “and they will catch them. A�er that I will send for many hunters, and they will hunt 
them down on every mountain and hill and from the crevices of the rocks. 17 My eyes are on all 
their ways; they are not hidden from me, nor is their sin concealed from my eyes. 18 I will repay 
them double for their wickedness and their sin, because they have defiled my land with the 
lifeless forms of their vile images and have filled my inheritance with their detestable idols.” 19 
Lord, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in �me of distress, to you the na�ons will come 
from the ends of the earth and say, “Our ancestors possessed nothing but false gods, worthless 
idols that did them no good. 20 Do people make their own gods? Yes, but they are not gods!” 21 
“Therefore I will teach them—this �me I will teach them my power and might. Then they will 
know that my name is the Lord. 17:1 “Judah’s sin is engraved with an iron tool, inscribed with a 
flint point, on the tablets of their hearts and on the horns of their altars. 2 Even their children 
remember their altars and Asherah poles beside the spreading trees and on the high hills. 3 My 
mountain in the land and your wealth and all your treasures I will give away as plunder, together 
with your high places, because of sin throughout your country. 4 Through your own fault you 
will lose the inheritance I gave you. I will enslave you to your enemies in a land you do not 
know, for you have kindled my anger, and it will burn forever.” 5 This is what the Lord says: 
“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, who draws strength from mere flesh and whose heart 
turns away from the Lord. 6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; they will not see 
prosperity when it comes. They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, in a salt land 
where no one lives. 7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stream. It does not 
fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of drought and 
never fails to bear fruit.” 9 The heart is decei�ul above all things and beyond cure. Who can 
understand it? 10 “I the Lord search the heart and examine the mind, to reward each person 
according to their conduct, according to what their deeds deserve.” 11 Like a partridge that 
hatches eggs it did not lay are those who gain riches by unjust means. When their lives are half 
gone, their riches will desert them, and in the end they will prove to be fools. 12 A glorious 
throne, exalted from the beginning, is the place of our sanctuary. 13 Lord, you are the hope of 
Israel; all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away from you will be writen 
in the dust because they have forsaken the Lord, the spring of living water. 14 Heal me, Lord, 
and I will be healed; save me and I will be saved, for you are the one I praise. 15 They keep 
saying to me, “Where is the word of the Lord? Let it now be fulfilled!” 16 I have not run away 
from being your shepherd; you know I have not desired the day of despair. What passes my lips 
is open before you. 17 Do not be a terror to me; you are my refuge in the day of disaster. 18 Let 



my persecutors be put to shame, but keep me from shame; let them be terrified, but keep me 
from terror. Bring on them the day of disaster; destroy them with double destruc�on. 

LYING PROPHETS 
(Jeremiah 23:9-32, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 Concerning the prophets: My heart is broken within me; all my bones tremble. I am like a 
drunken man, like a strong man overcome by wine, because of the Lord and his holy words. 10 
The land is full of adulterers; because of the curse the land lies parched and the pastures in the 
wilderness are withered. The prophets follow an evil course and use their power unjustly. 11 
“Both prophet and priest are godless; even in my temple I find their wickedness,” declares the 
Lord. 12 “Therefore their path will become slippery; they will be banished to darkness and there 
they will fall. I will bring disaster on them in the year they are punished,” declares the Lord. 13 
“Among the prophets of Samaria I saw this repulsive thing: They prophesied by Baal and led my 
people Israel astray. 14 And among the prophets of Jerusalem I have seen something horrible: 
They commit adultery and live a lie. They strengthen the hands of evildoers, so that not one of 
them turns from their wickedness. They are all like Sodom to me; the people of Jerusalem are 
like Gomorrah.” 15 Therefore this is what the Lord Almighty says concerning the prophets: “I will 
make them eat biter food and drink poisoned water, because from the prophets of Jerusalem 
ungodliness has spread throughout the land.” 16 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Do not 
listen to what the prophets are prophesying to you; they fill you with false hopes. They speak 
visions from their own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 They keep saying to those 
who despise me, ‘The Lord says: You will have peace.’ And to all who follow the stubbornness of 
their hearts they say, ‘No harm will come to you.’ 18 But which of them has stood in the council 
of the Lord to see or to hear his word? Who has listened and heard his word? 19 See, the storm 
of the Lord will burst out in wrath, a whirlwind swirling down on the heads of the wicked. 20 
The anger of the Lord will not turn back un�l he fully accomplishes the purposes of his heart. In 
days to come you will understand it clearly. 21 I did not send these prophets, yet they have run 
with their message; I did not speak to them, yet they have prophesied. 22 But if they had stood 
in my council, they would have proclaimed my words to my people and would have turned 
them from their evil ways and from their evil deeds. 23 “Am I only a God nearby,” declares the 
Lord, “and not a God far away? 24 Who can hide in secret places so that I cannot see them?” 
declares the Lord. “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” declares the Lord. 25 “I have heard what the 
prophets say who prophesy lies in my name. They say, ‘I had a dream! I had a dream!’ 26 How 
long will this con�nue in the hearts of these lying prophets, who prophesy the delusions of their 
own minds? 27 They think the dreams they tell one another will make my people forget my 
name, just as their ancestors forgot my name through Baal worship. 28 Let the prophet who has 
a dream recount the dream, but let the one who has my word speak it faithfully. For what has 
straw to do with grain?” declares the Lord. 29 “Is not my word like fire,” declares the Lord, “and 



like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 30 “Therefore,” declares the Lord, “I am against the 
prophets who steal from one another words supposedly from me. 31 Yes,” declares the Lord, “I 
am against the prophets who wag their own tongues and yet declare, ‘The Lord declares.’ 32 
Indeed, I am against those who prophesy false dreams,” declares the Lord. “They tell them and 
lead my people astray with their reckless lies, yet I did not send or appoint them. They do not 
benefit these people in the least,” declares the Lord. 

A LETTER TO THE EXILES 
(Jeremiah 29:1-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

29 This is the text of the leter that the prophet Jeremiah sent from Jerusalem to the surviving 
elders among the exiles and to the priests, the prophets and all the other people 
Nebuchadnezzar had carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 2 (This was a�er King 
Jehoiachin and the queen mother, the court officials and the leaders of Judah and Jerusalem, 
the skilled workers and the ar�sans had gone into exile from Jerusalem.) 3 He entrusted the 
leter to Elasah son of Shaphan and to Gemariah son of Hilkiah, whom Zedekiah king of Judah 
sent to King Nebuchadnezzar in Babylon. It said: 4 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of 
Israel, says to all those I carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5 “Build houses and setle 
down; plant gardens and eat what they produce. 6 Marry and have sons and daughters; find 
wives for your sons and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and 
daughters. Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of 
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you 
too will prosper.” 8 Yes, this is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says: “Do not let the 
prophets and diviners among you deceive you. Do not listen to the dreams you encourage them 
to have. 9 They are prophesying lies to you in my name. I have not sent them,” declares the 
Lord. 10 This is what the Lord says: “When seventy years are completed for Babylon, I will come 
to you and fulfill my good promise to bring you back to this place. 11 For I know the plans I have 
for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope 
and a future. 12 Then you will call on me and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you. 13 
You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. 14 I will be found by you,” 
declares the Lord, “and will bring you back from cap�vity. I will gather you from all the na�ons 
and places where I have banished you,” declares the Lord, “and will bring you back to the place 
from which I carried you into exile.” 15 You may say, “The Lord has raised up prophets for us in 
Babylon,” 16 but this is what the Lord says about the king who sits on David’s throne and all the 
people who remain in this city, your fellow ci�zens who did not go with you into exile— 17 yes, 
this is what the Lord Almighty says: “I will send the sword, famine and plague against them and I 
will make them like figs that are so bad they cannot be eaten. 18 I will pursue them with the 
sword, famine and plague and will make them abhorrent to all the kingdoms of the earth, a 
curse and an object of horror, of scorn and reproach, among all the na�ons where I drive them. 



19 For they have not listened to my words,” declares the Lord, “words that I sent to them again 
and again by my servants the prophets. And you exiles have not listened either,” declares the 
Lord. 20 Therefore, hear the word of the Lord, all you exiles whom I have sent away from 
Jerusalem to Babylon. 21 This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says about Ahab son 
of Kolaiah and Zedekiah son of Maaseiah, who are prophesying lies to you in my name: “I will 
deliver them into the hands of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he will put them to death 
before your very eyes. 22 Because of them, all the exiles from Judah who are in Babylon will use 
this curse: ‘May the Lord treat you like Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon burned in 
the fire.’ 23 For they have done outrageous things in Israel; they have commited adultery with 
their neighbors’ wives, and in my name they have utered lies—which I did not authorize. I 
know it and am a witness to it,” declares the Lord. 

RESTORATION OF ISRAEL 
(Jeremiah 30:1-31:39, New Interna�onal Version) 

30 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: 2 “This is what the Lord, the God of 
Israel, says: ‘Write in a book all the words I have spoken to you. 3 The days are coming,’ declares 
the Lord, ‘when I will bring my people Israel and Judah back from cap�vity and restore them to 
the land I gave their ancestors to possess,’ says the Lord.” 4 These are the words the Lord spoke 
concerning Israel and Judah: 5 “This is what the Lord says: “‘Cries of fear are heard—terror, not 
peace. 6 Ask and see: Can a man bear children? Then why do I see every strong man with his 
hands on his stomach like a woman in labor, every face turned deathly pale? 7 How awful that 
day will be! No other will be like it. It will be a �me of trouble for Jacob, but he will be saved out 
of it. 8 “‘In that day,’ declares the Lord Almighty, ‘I will break the yoke off their necks and will 
tear off their bonds; no longer will foreigners enslave them. 9 Instead, they will serve the Lord 
their God and David their king, whom I will raise up for them. 10 “‘So do not be afraid, Jacob my 
servant; do not be dismayed, Israel,’ declares the Lord. ‘I will surely save you out of a distant 
place, your descendants from the land of their exile. Jacob will again have peace and security, 
and no one will make him afraid. 11 I am with you and will save you,’ declares the Lord. ‘Though 
I completely destroy all the na�ons among which I scater you, I will not completely destroy you. 
I will discipline you but only in due measure; I will not let you go en�rely unpunished.’ 12 “This 
is what the Lord says: “‘Your wound is incurable, your injury beyond healing. 13 There is no one 
to plead your cause, no remedy for your sore, no healing for you. 14 All your allies have 
forgoten you; they care nothing for you. I have struck you as an enemy would and punished 
you as would the cruel, because your guilt is so great and your sins so many. 15 Why do you cry 
out over your wound, your pain that has no cure? Because of your great guilt and many sins I 
have done these things to you. 16 “‘But all who devour you will be devoured; all your enemies 
will go into exile. Those who plunder you will be plundered; all who make spoil of you I will 
despoil. 17 But I will restore you to health and heal your wounds,’ declares the Lord, ‘because 



you are called an outcast, Zion for whom no one cares.’ 18 “This is what the Lord says: “‘I will 
restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents and have compassion on his dwellings; the city will be 
rebuilt on her ruins, and the palace will stand in its proper place. 19 From them will come songs 
of thanksgiving and the sound of rejoicing. I will add to their numbers, and they will not be 
decreased; I will bring them honor, and they will not be disdained. 20 Their children will be as in 
days of old, and their community will be established before me; I will punish all who oppress 
them. 21 Their leader will be one of their own; their ruler will arise from among them. I will 
bring him near and he will come close to me—for who is he who will devote himself to be close 
to me?’ declares the Lord. 22 “‘So you will be my people, and I will be your God.’” 23 See, the 
storm of the Lord will burst out in wrath, a driving wind swirling down on the heads of the 
wicked. 24 The fierce anger of the Lord will not turn back un�l he fully accomplishes the 
purposes of his heart. In days to come you will understand this. 31:1 “At that �me,” declares the 
Lord, “I will be the God of all the families of Israel, and they will be my people.” 2 This is what 
the Lord says: “The people who survive the sword will find favor in the wilderness; I will come to 
give rest to Israel.” 3 The Lord appeared to us in the past, saying: “I have loved you with an 
everlas�ng love; I have drawn you with unfailing kindness. 4 I will build you up again, and you, 
Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. Again you will take up your �mbrels and go out to dance with the 
joyful. 5 Again you will plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and 
enjoy their fruit. 6 There will be a day when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, 
let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’” 7 This is what the Lord says: “Sing with joy for Jacob; 
shout for the foremost of the na�ons. Make your praises heard, and say, ‘Lord, save your 
people, the remnant of Israel.’ 8 See, I will bring them from the land of the north and gather 
them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant 
mothers and women in labor; a great throng will return. 9 They will come with weeping; they 
will pray as I bring them back. I will lead them beside streams of water on a level path where 
they will not stumble, because I am Israel’s father, and Ephraim is my firstborn son. 10 “Hear the 
word of the Lord, you na�ons; proclaim it in distant coastlands: ‘He who scatered Israel will 
gather them and will watch over his flock like a shepherd.’ 11 For the Lord will deliver Jacob and 
redeem them from the hand of those stronger than they. 12 They will come and shout for joy 
on the heights of Zion; they will rejoice in the bounty of the Lord—the grain, the new wine and 
the olive oil, the young of the flocks and herds. They will be like a well-watered garden, and they 
will sorrow no more. 13 Then young women will dance and be glad, young men and old as well. 
I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow. 14 I 
will sa�sfy the priests with abundance, and my people will be filled with my bounty,” declares 
the Lord. 15 This is what the Lord says: “A voice is heard in Ramah, mourning and great 
weeping, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to be comforted, because they are no 
more.” 16 This is what the Lord says: “Restrain your voice from weeping and your eyes from 
tears, for your work will be rewarded,” declares the Lord. “They will return from the land of the 



enemy. 17 So there is hope for your descendants,” declares the Lord. “Your children will return 
to their own land. 18 “I have surely heard Ephraim’s moaning: ‘You disciplined me like an unruly 
calf, and I have been disciplined. Restore me, and I will return, because you are the Lord my 
God. 19 A�er I strayed, I repented; a�er I came to understand, I beat my breast. I was ashamed 
and humiliated because I bore the disgrace of my youth.’ 20 Is not Ephraim my dear son, the 
child in whom I delight? Though I o�en speak against him, I s�ll remember him. Therefore my 
heart yearns for him; I have great compassion for him,” declares the Lord. 21 “Set up road signs; 
put up guideposts. Take note of the highway, the road that you take. Return, Virgin Israel, return 
to your towns. 22 How long will you wander, unfaithful Daughter Israel? The Lord will create a 
new thing on earth—the woman will return to the man.” 23 This is what the Lord Almighty, the 
God of Israel, says: “When I bring them back from cap�vity, the people in the land of Judah and 
in its towns will once again use these words: ‘The Lord bless you, you prosperous city, you 
sacred mountain.’ 24 People will live together in Judah and all its towns—farmers and those 
who move about with their flocks. 25 I will refresh the weary and sa�sfy the faint.” 26 At this I 
awoke and looked around. My sleep had been pleasant to me. 27 “The days are coming,” 
declares the Lord, “when I will plant the kingdoms of Israel and Judah with the offspring of 
people and of animals. 28 Just as I watched over them to uproot and tear down, and to 
overthrow, destroy and bring disaster, so I will watch over them to build and to plant,” declares 
the Lord. 29 “In those days people will no longer say, ‘The parents have eaten sour grapes, and 
the children’s teeth are set on edge.’ 30 Instead, everyone will die for their own sin; whoever 
eats sour grapes—their own teeth will be set on edge. 31 “The days are coming,” declares the 
Lord, “when I will make a new covenant with the people of Israel and with the people of Judah. 
32 It will not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to 
lead them out of Egypt, because they broke my covenant, though I was a husband to them,” 
declares the Lord. 33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel a�er that �me,” 
declares the Lord. “I will put my law in their minds and write it on their hearts. I will be their 
God, and they will be my people. 34 No longer will they teach their neighbor, or say to one 
another, ‘Know the Lord,’ because they will all know me, from the least of them to the greatest,” 
declares the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will remember their sins no more.” 35 
This is what the Lord says, he who appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees the moon and 
stars to shine by night, who s�rs up the sea so that its waves roar—the Lord Almighty is his 
name: 36 “Only if these decrees vanish from my sight,” declares the Lord, “will Israel ever cease 
being a na�on before me.” 37 This is what the Lord says: “Only if the heavens above can be 
measured and the founda�ons of the earth below be searched out will I reject all the 
descendants of Israel because of all they have done,” 
declares the Lord. 38 “The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when this city will be rebuilt for 
me from the Tower of Hananel to the Corner Gate. 39 The measuring line will stretch from there 
straight to the hill of Gareb and then turn to Goah. 40 The whole valley where dead bodies and 



ashes are thrown, and all the terraces out to the Kidron Valley on the east as far as the corner of 
the Horse Gate, will be holy to the Lord. The city will never again be uprooted or demolished.” 

PROLOGUE 
(Job 1:1-2:13, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; 
he feared God and shunned evil. 2 He had seven sons and three daughters, 3 and he owned 
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred 
donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of 
the East. 4 His sons used to hold feasts in their homes on their birthdays, and they would invite 
their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 5 When a period of feas�ng had run its course, 
Job would make arrangements for them to be purified. Early in the morning he would sacrifice a 
burnt offering for each of them, thinking, “Perhaps my children have sinned and cursed God in 
their hearts.” This was Job’s regular custom. 6 One day the angels came to present themselves 
before the Lord, and Satan also came with them. 7 The Lord said to Satan, “Where have you 
come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming throughout the earth, going back and 
forth on it.” 8 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? There is no 
one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 9 
“Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around him and 
his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks 
and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But now stretch out your hand and strike 
everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 12 The Lord said to Satan, “Very 
well, then, everything he has is in your power, but on the man himself do not lay a finger.” Then 
Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were 
feas�ng and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, 
“The oxen were plowing and the donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans atacked and 
made off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has 
escaped to tell you!” 16 While he was s�ll speaking, another messenger came and said, “The 
fire of God fell from the heavens and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only 
one who has escaped to tell you!” 17 While he was s�ll speaking, another messenger came and 
said, “The Chaldeans formed three raiding par�es and swept down on your camels and made 
off with them. They put the servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to 
tell you!” 18 While he was s�ll speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and 
daughters were feas�ng and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a 
mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed on 
them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 20 At this, Job got 
up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship 21 and said: 
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord 



has taken away; may the name of the Lord be praised.” 22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging 
God with wrongdoing. 2:1 On another day the angels came to present themselves before the 
Lord, and Satan also came with them to present himself before him. 2 And the Lord said to 
Satan, “Where have you come from?” Satan answered the Lord, “From roaming throughout the 
earth, going back and forth on it.” 3 Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered my 
servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears 
God and shuns evil. And he s�ll maintains his integrity, though you incited me against him to 
ruin him without any reason.” 4 “Skin for skin!” Satan replied. “A man will give all he has for his 
own life. 5 But now stretch out your hand and strike his flesh and bones, and he will surely curse 
you to your face.” 6 The Lord said to Satan, “Very well, then, he is in your hands; but you must 
spare his life.” 7 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with painful 
sores from the soles of his feet to the crown of his head. 8 Then Job took a piece of broken 
potery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. 9 His wife said to him, “Are you 
s�ll maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die!” 10 He replied, “You are talking like a foolish 
woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?” In all this, Job did not sin in what he 
said. 11 When Job’s three friends, Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite and Zophar the 
Naamathite, heard about all the troubles that had come upon him, they set out from their 
homes and met together by agreement to go and sympathize with him and comfort him. 12 
When they saw him from a distance, they could hardly recognize him; they began to weep 
aloud, and they tore their robes and sprinkled dust on their heads. 13 Then they sat on the 
ground with him for seven days and seven nights. No one said a word to him, because they saw 
how great his suffering was. 

JOB 
(Job 6:6:1-7:24, New Interna�onal Version) 

6:1 Then Job replied: 2 “If only my anguish could be weighed and all my misery be placed on the 
scales! 3 It would surely outweigh the sand of the seas— no wonder my words have been 
impetuous. 4 The arrows of the Almighty are in me, my spirit drinks in their poison; God’s 
terrors are marshaled against me. 5 Does a wild donkey bray when it has grass, or an ox bellow 
when it has fodder? 6 Is tasteless food eaten without salt, or is there flavor in the sap of the 
mallow? 7 I refuse to touch it; such food makes me ill. 8 “Oh, that I might have my request, that 
God would grant what I hope for, 9 that God would be willing to crush me, to let loose his hand 
and cut off my life! 10 Then I would s�ll have this consola�on— my joy in unrelen�ng pain— 
that I had not denied the words of the Holy One. 11 “What strength do I have, that I should s�ll 
hope? What prospects, that I should be pa�ent? 12 Do I have the strength of stone? Is my flesh 
bronze? 13 Do I have any power to help myself, now that success has been driven from me? 14 
“Anyone who withholds kindness from a friend forsakes the fear of the Almighty. 15 But my 
brothers are as undependable as intermitent streams, as the streams that overflow 16 when 



darkened by thawing ice and swollen with mel�ng snow, 17 but that stop flowing in the dry 
season, and in the heat vanish from their channels. 18 Caravans turn aside from their routes; 
they go off into the wasteland and perish. 19 The caravans of Tema look for water, the traveling 
merchants of Sheba look in hope. 20 They are distressed, because they had been confident; 
they arrive there, only to be disappointed. 21 Now you too have proved to be of no help; you 
see something dreadful and are afraid. 22 Have I ever said, ‘Give something on my behalf, pay a 
ransom for me from your wealth, 23 deliver me from the hand of the enemy, rescue me from 
the clutches of the ruthless’? 24 “Teach me, and I will be quiet; show me where I have been 
wrong. 25 How painful are honest words! But what do your arguments prove? 26 Do you mean 
to correct what I say, and treat my desperate words as wind? 27 You would even cast lots for the 
fatherless and barter away your friend. 28 “But now be so kind as to look at me. Would I lie to 
your face? 29 Relent, do not be unjust; reconsider, for my integrity is at stake. 30 Is there any 
wickedness on my lips? Can my mouth not discern malice? “Do not mortals have hard service 
on earth? 7:1 Are not their days like those of hired laborers? 2 Like a slave longing for the 
evening shadows, or a hired laborer wai�ng to be paid, 3 so I have been alloted months of 
fu�lity, and nights of misery have been assigned to me. 4 When I lie down I think, ‘How long 
before I get up?’ The night drags on, and I toss and turn un�l dawn. 5 My body is clothed with 
worms and scabs, my skin is broken and festering. 6 “My days are swi�er than a weaver’s 
shutle, and they come to an end without hope. 7 Remember, O God, that my life is but a 
breath; my eyes will never see happiness again. 8 The eye that now sees me will see me no 
longer; you will look for me, but I will be no more. 9 As a cloud vanishes and is gone, so one 
who goes down to the grave does not return. 10 He will never come to his house again; his 
place will know him no more. 11 “Therefore I will not keep silent; I will speak out in the anguish 
of my spirit, I will complain in the biterness of my soul. 12 Am I the sea, or the monster of the 
deep, that you put me under guard? 13 When I think my bed will comfort me and my couch will 
ease my complaint, 14 even then you frighten me with dreams and terrify me with visions, 15 
so that I prefer strangling and death, rather than this body of mine. 16 I despise my life; I would 
not live forever. Let me alone; my days have no meaning. 17 “What is mankind that you make so 
much of them, that you give them so much aten�on, 18 that you examine them every morning 
and test them every moment? 19 Will you never look away from me, or let me alone even for 
an instant? 20 If I have sinned, what have I done to you, you who see everything we do? Why 
have you made me your target? Have I become a burden to you? 21 Why do you not pardon my 
offenses and forgive my sins? For I will soon lie down in the dust; you will search for me, but I 
will be no more.” 

JOB 
(Job 23:1-24:25, New Interna�onal Version) 



23 Then Job replied: 2 “Even today my complaint is biter; his hand is heavy in spite of my 
groaning. 3 If only I knew where to find him; if only I could go to his dwelling! 4 I would state my 
case before him and fill my mouth with arguments. 5 I would find out what he would answer 
me, and consider what he would say to me. 6 Would he vigorously oppose me? No, he would 
not press charges against me. 7 There the upright can establish their innocence before him, and 
there I would be delivered forever from my judge. 8 “But if I go to the east, he is not there; if I 
go to the west, I do not find him. 9 When he is at work in the north, I do not see him; when he 
turns to the south, I catch no glimpse of him. 10 But he knows the way that I take; when he has 
tested me, I will come forth as gold. 11 My feet have closely followed his steps; I have kept to 
his way without turning aside. 12 I have not departed from the commands of his lips; I have 
treasured the words of his mouth more than my daily bread. 13 “But he stands alone, and who 
can oppose him? He does whatever he pleases. 14 He carries out his decree against me, and 
many such plans he s�ll has in store. 15 That is why I am terrified before him; when I think of all 
this, I fear him. 16 God has made my heart faint; the Almighty has terrified me. 17 Yet I am not 
silenced by the darkness, by the thick darkness that covers my face. 24:1 “Why does the 
Almighty not set �mes for judgment? Why must those who know him look in vain for such 
days? 2 There are those who move boundary stones; they pasture flocks they have stolen. 3 
They drive away the orphan’s donkey and take the widow’s ox in pledge. 4 They thrust the 
needy from the path and force all the poor of the land into hiding. 5 Like wild donkeys in the 
desert, the poor go about their labor of foraging food; the wasteland provides food for their 
children. 6 They gather fodder in the fields and glean in the vineyards of the wicked. 7 Lacking 
clothes, they spend the night naked; they have nothing to cover themselves in the cold. 8 They 
are drenched by mountain rains and hug the rocks for lack of shelter. 9 The fatherless child is 
snatched from the breast; the infant of the poor is seized for a debt. 10 Lacking clothes, they go 
about naked; they carry the sheaves, but s�ll go hungry. 11 They crush olives among the 
terraces; they tread the winepresses, yet suffer thirst. 12 The groans of the dying rise from the 
city, and the souls of the wounded cry out for help. But God charges no one with wrongdoing. 
13 “There are those who rebel against the light, who do not know its ways or stay in its paths. 
14 When daylight is gone, the murderer rises up, kills the poor and needy, and in the night 
steals forth like a thief. 15 The eye of the adulterer watches for dusk; he thinks, ‘No eye will see 
me,’ and he keeps his face concealed. 16 In the dark, thieves break into houses, but by day they 
shut themselves in; they want nothing to do with the light. 17 For all of them, midnight is their 
morning; they make friends with the terrors of darkness. 18 “Yet they are foam on the surface 
of the water; their por�on of the land is cursed, so that no one goes to the vineyards. 19 As heat 
and drought snatch away the melted snow, so the grave snatches away those who have sinned. 
20 The womb forgets them, the worm feasts on them; the wicked are no longer remembered 
but are broken like a tree. 21 They prey on the barren and childless woman, and to the widow 
they show no kindness. 22 But God drags away the mighty by his power; though they become 



established, they have no assurance of life. 23 He may let them rest in a feeling of security, but 
his eyes are on their ways. 24 For a litle while they are exalted, and then they are gone; they 
are brought low and gathered up like all others; they are cut off like heads of grain. 25 “If this is 
not so, who can prove me false and reduce my words to nothing?” 

JOB’S FINAL WORD TO HIS FRIENDS 
(Job 27:1-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

27 And Job con�nued his discourse: 2 “As surely as God lives, who has denied me jus�ce, the 
Almighty, who has made my life biter, 3 as long as I have life within me, the breath of God in my 
nostrils, 4 my lips will not say anything wicked, and my tongue will not uter lies. 5 I will never 
admit you are in the right; �ll I die, I will not deny my integrity. 6 I will maintain my innocence 
and never let go of it; my conscience will not reproach me as long as I live. 7 “May my enemy be 
like the wicked, my adversary like the unjust! 8 For what hope have the godless when they are 
cut off, when God takes away their life? 9 Does God listen to their cry when distress comes upon 
them? 10 Will they find delight in the Almighty? Will they call on God at all �mes? 11 “I will 
teach you about the power of God; the ways of the Almighty I will not conceal. 12 You have all 
seen this yourselves. Why then this meaningless talk? 13 “Here is the fate God allots to the 
wicked, the heritage a ruthless man receives from the Almighty: 14 However many his children, 
their fate is the sword; his offspring will never have enough to eat. 15 The plague will bury those 
who survive him, and their widows will not weep for them. 16 Though he heaps up silver like 
dust and clothes like piles of clay, 17 what he lays up the righteous will wear, and the innocent 
will divide his silver. 18 The house he builds is like a moth’s cocoon, like a hut made by a 
watchman. 19 He lies down wealthy, but will do so no more; when he opens his eyes, all is gone. 
20 Terrors overtake him like a flood; a tempest snatches him away in the night. 21 The east wind 
carries him off, and he is gone; it sweeps him out of his place. 22 It hurls itself against him 
without mercy as he flees headlong from its power. 23 It claps its hands in derision and hisses 
him out of his place.” 

THE WORD BECAME FLESH 
(John 1:1-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was 
with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made 
that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. 5 The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 6 There was a man sent from God 
whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to tes�fy concerning that light, so that through 
him all might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to 



that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. 12 Yet to all who did receive him, to 
those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— 13 children born 
not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 14 The Word 
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and 
only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 15 (John tes�fied concerning him. 
He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I said, ‘He who comes a�er me has 
surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his fullness we have all received grace in 
place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came 
through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but the one and only Son, who is himself 
God and is in closest rela�onship with the Father, has made him known. 

JESUS TEACHES NICODEMUS 
(John 3:3-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of the Jewish ruling 
council. 2 He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God. For no one could perform the signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 3 
Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless they are born 
again.” 4 “How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they 
cannot enter a second �me into their mother’s womb to be born!” 5 Jesus answered, “Very 
truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are born of water and the 
Spirit. 6 Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7 You should not be 
surprised at my saying, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows wherever it pleases. You 
hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with 
everyone born of the Spirit.” 9 “How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 10 “You are Israel’s 
teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 11 Very truly I tell you, we speak 
of what we know, and we tes�fy to what we have seen, but s�ll you people do not accept our 
tes�mony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you 
believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No one has ever gone into heaven except the one who 
came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14 Just as Moses li�ed up the snake in the wilderness, so 
the Son of Man must be li�ed up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 
16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, 
but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the 
name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but 
people loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil 
hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But 



whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they 
have done has been done in the sight of God. 

JESUS TALKS WITH A SAMARITAN WOMAN 
(John 4:1-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and bap�zing more 
disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who bap�zed, but his disciples. 3 So he 
le� Judea and went back once more to Galilee. 4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he 
came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son 
Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, �red as he was from the journey, sat down by the 
well. It was about noon. 7 When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, Jesus said to her, 
“Will you give me a drink?” 8 (His disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 9 The 
Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask 
me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with Samaritans.) 10 Jesus answered her, “If you 
knew the gi� of God and who it is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 
would have given you living water.” 11 “Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with 
and the well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12 Are you greater than our father 
Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons and his livestock?” 13 
Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty again, 14 but whoever drinks 
the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a 
spring of water welling up to eternal life.” 15 The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so 
that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming here to draw water.” 16 He told her, “Go, call 
your husband and come back.” 17 “I have no husband,” she replied. Jesus said to her, “You are 
right when you say you have no husband. 18 The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the 
man you now have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 19 “Sir,” the 
woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20 Our ancestors worshiped on this mountain, 
but you Jews claim that the place where we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 21 “Woman,” Jesus 
replied, “believe me, a �me is coming when you will worship the Father neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22 You Samaritans worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we do know, for salva�on is from the Jews. 23 Yet a �me is coming and has now come when the 
true worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind of 
worshipers the Father seeks. 24 God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and 
in truth.” 25 The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is coming. When he comes, 
he will explain everything to us.” 26 Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE 
(John 6:25-59, New Interna�onal Version) 



25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you 
get here?” 26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you 
saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for 
food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. 
For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 28 Then they asked him, “What 
must we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to 
believe in the one he has sent.” 30 So they asked him, “What sign then will you give that we 
may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our ancestors ate the manna in the 
wilderness; as it is writen: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 32 Jesus said to them, 
“Very truly I tell you, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my 
Father who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is the bread that 
comes down from heaven and gives life to the world.” 34 “Sir,” they said, “always give us this 
bread.” 35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go 
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 36 But as I told you, you have seen me 
and s�ll you do not believe. 37 All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never drive away. 38 For I have come down from heaven not to do my will 
but to do the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall 
lose none of all those he has given me, but raise them up at the last day. 40 For my Father’s will 
is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise 
them up at the last day.” 41 At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, 
“I am the bread that came down from heaven.” 42 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of 
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came down from heaven’?” 
43 “Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. 44 “No one can come to me unless the 
Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last day. 45 It is writen in the 
Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who has heard the Father and learned from 
him comes to me. 46 No one has seen the Father except the one who is from God; only he has 
seen the Father. 47 Very truly I tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. 48 I am the bread 
of life. 49 Your ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. 50 But here is the 
bread that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. 51 I am the living 
bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live forever. This bread is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.” 52 Then the Jews began to argue sharply among 
themselves, “How can this man give us his flesh to eat?” 53 Jesus said to them, “Very truly I tell 
you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54 
Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last 
day. 55 For my flesh is real food and my blood is real drink. 56 Whoever eats my flesh and drinks 
my blood remains in me, and I in them. 57 Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of 
the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live because of me. 58 This is the bread that came 



down from heaven. Your ancestors ate manna and died, but whoever feeds on this bread will 
live forever.” 59 He said this while teaching in the synagogue in Capernaum. 

JESUS TEACHES AT THE FESTIVAL 
(John 7:14-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Not un�l halfway through the fes�val did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to 
teach. 15 The Jews there were amazed and asked, “How did this man get such learning without 
having been taught?” 16 Jesus answered, “My teaching is not my own. It comes from the one 
who sent me. 17 Anyone who chooses to do the will of God will find out whether my teaching 
comes from God or whether I speak on my own. 18 Whoever speaks on their own does so to 
gain personal glory, but he who seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there 
is nothing false about him. 19 Has not Moses given you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the 
law. Why are you trying to kill me?” 20 “You are demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who 
is trying to kill you?” 21 Jesus said to them, “I did one miracle, and you are all amazed. 22 Yet, 
because Moses gave you circumcision (though actually it did not come from Moses, but from 
the patriarchs), you circumcise a boy on the Sabbath. 23 Now if a boy can be circumcised on the 
Sabbath so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are you angry with me for healing a 
man’s whole body on the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, but instead judge 
correctly.” 

DISPUTE OVER WHOSE CHILDREN JESUS’ OPPONENTS ARE 
(John 8:31-47, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my 
disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” 33 They answered 
him, “We are Abraham’s descendants and have never been slaves of anyone. How can you say 
that we shall be set free?” 34 Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to 
sin. 35 Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. 36 So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed. 37 I know that you are Abraham’s descendants. 
Yet you are looking for a way to kill me, because you have no room for my word. 38 I am telling 
you what I have seen in the Father’s presence, and you are doing what you have heard from 
your father.” 39 “Abraham is our father,” they answered. “If you were Abraham’s children,” said 
Jesus, “then you would do what Abraham did. 40 As it is, you are looking for a way to kill me, a 
man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. Abraham did not do such things. 41 You 
are doing the works of your own father.” “We are not illegi�mate children,” they protested. 
“The only Father we have is God himself.” 42 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you 
would love me, for I have come here from God. I have not come on my own; God sent me. 43 
Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say. 44 You belong 
to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a murderer 



from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks his na�ve language, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 45 Yet because I tell the truth, 
you do not believe me! 46 Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why 
don’t you believe me? 47 Whoever belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not 
hear is that you do not belong to God.” 

JESUS’ CLAIMS ABOUT HIMSELF 
(John 8:48-59, New Interna�onal Version) 

48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?” 49 “I am not possessed by a demon,” said Jesus, “but I honor my Father and you 
dishonor me. 50 I am not seeking glory for myself; but there is one who seeks it, and he is the 
judge. 51 Very truly I tell you, whoever obeys my word will never see death.” 52 At this they 
exclaimed, “Now we know that you are demon-possessed! Abraham died and so did the 
prophets, yet you say that whoever obeys your word will never taste death. 53 Are you greater 
than our father Abraham? He died, and so did the prophets. Who do you think you are?” 54 
Jesus replied, “If I glorify myself, my glory means nothing. My Father, whom you claim as your 
God, is the one who glorifies me. 55 Though you do not know him, I know him. If I said I did not, 
I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and obey his word. 56 Your father Abraham rejoiced 
at the thought of seeing my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57 “You are not yet fi�y years old,” 
they said to him, “and you have seen Abraham!” 58 “Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, 
“before Abraham was born, I am!” 59 At this, they picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid 
himself, slipping away from the temple grounds. 

THE GOOD SHEPHERD AND HIS SHEEP 
(John 10:1-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 “Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the 
shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But 
they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not 
understand what he was telling them. 7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am 
the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep 
have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will 
come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I 
have come that they may have life, and have it to the full. 11 “I am the good shepherd. The 
good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired hand is not the shepherd and does 



not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. 
Then the wolf atacks the flock and scaters it. 13 The man runs away because he is a hired hand 
and cares nothing for the sheep. 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep 
know me— 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for 
the sheep. 16 I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They 
too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my 
Father loves me is that I lay down my life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, 
but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up 
again. This command I received from my Father.” 19 The Jews who heard these words were 
again divided. 20 Many of them said, “He is demon-possessed and raving mad. Why listen to 
him?” 21 But others said, “These are not the sayings of a man possessed by a demon. Can a 
demon open the eyes of the blind?” 

JESUS RAISES LAZARUS FROM THE DEAD 
(John 11:38-44, New Interna�onal Version) 

38 Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the 
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead 
man, “by this �me there is a bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 40 Then Jesus said, “Did 
I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?” 41 So they took away the stone. 
Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard me. 42 I knew that you 
always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe 
that you sent me.” 43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44 The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around 
his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

JESUS PREDICTS HIS DEATH 
(John 12:20-36, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the fes�val. 21 They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. “Sir,” they said, “we would 
like to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus. 23 Jesus 
replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24 Very truly I tell you, unless a 
kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it 
produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their 
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I 
am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 27 “Now my soul is 
troubled, and what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it was for this very reason I 
came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your name!” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have 
glorified it, and will glorify it again.” 29 The crowd that was there and heard it said it had 



thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him. 30 Jesus said, “This voice was for your 
benefit, not mine. 31 Now is the �me for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world 
will be driven out. 32 And I, when I am li�ed up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 
33 He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die. 34 The crowd spoke up, “We have 
heard from the Law that the Messiah will remain forever, so how can you say, ‘The Son of Man 
must be li�ed up’? Who is this ‘Son of Man’?” 35 Then Jesus told them, “You are going to have 
the light just a litle while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. 
Whoever walks in the dark does not know where they are going. 36 Believe in the light while 
you have the light, so that you may become children of light.” When he had finished speaking, 
Jesus le� and hid himself from them. 

BELIEF AND UNBELIEF AMONG THE JEWS 
(John 12:37-47, New Interna�onal Version) 

37 Even a�er Jesus had performed so many signs in their presence, they s�ll would not believe 
in him. 38 This was to fulfill the word of Isaiah the prophet: “Lord, who has believed our 
message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed?” 39 For this reason they could 
not believe, because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 40 “He has blinded their eyes and hardened 
their hearts, so they can neither see with their eyes, nor understand with their hearts, nor 
turn—and I would heal them.” 41 Isaiah said this because he saw Jesus’ glory and spoke about 
him. 42 Yet at the same �me many even among the leaders believed in him. But because of the 
Pharisees they would not openly acknowledge their faith for fear they would be put out of the 
synagogue; 43 for they loved human praise more than praise from God. 44 Then Jesus cried out, 
“Whoever believes in me does not believe in me only, but in the one who sent me. 45 The one 
who looks at me is seeing the one who sent me. 46 I have come into the world as a light, so that 
no one who believes in me should stay in darkness. 47 “If anyone hears my words but does not 
keep them, I do not judge that person. For I did not come to judge the world, but to save the 
world. 48 There is a judge for the one who rejects me and does not accept my words; the very 
words I have spoken will condemn them at the last day. 49 For I did not speak on my own, but 
the Father who sent me commanded me to say all that I have spoken. 50 I know that his 
command leads to eternal life. So whatever I say is just what the Father has told me to say.” 

JESUS WASHES HIS DISCIPLES FEET 
(John 13:1-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 It was just before the Passover Fes�val. Jesus knew that the hour had come for him to leave 
this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end. 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already prompted Judas, the son 
of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his 
power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so he got up from the 



meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 A�er that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was 
wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash 
my feet?” 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will 
understand.” 8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash 
you, you have no part with me.” 9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my 
hands and my head as well!” 10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to 
wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 
For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he said not every one was clean. 
12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. 
“Do you understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you 
should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no servant is greater than his master, 
nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you know these things, you 
will be blessed if you do them. 

JESUS PREDICTS PETER’S DENIAL 
(John 13:31-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 When he was gone, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man is glorified and God is glorified in him. 
32 If God is glorified in him, God will glorify the Son in himself, and will glorify him at once. 33 
“My children, I will be with you only a litle longer. You will look for me, and just as I told the 
Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. 34 “A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” 36 Simon Peter asked him, “Lord, 
where are you going?” Jesus replied, “Where I am going, you cannot follow now, but you will 
follow later.” 37 Peter asked, “Lord, why can’t I follow you now? I will lay down my life for you.” 
38 Then Jesus answered, “Will you really lay down your life for me? Very truly I tell you, before 
the rooster crows, you will disown me three �mes! 

JESUS COMFORTS HIS DISCIPLES 
(John 14:1-4, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. 2 My Father’s 
house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to 
prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you 
to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way to the place where I am 
going.” 



JESUS THE WAY TO THE FATHER 
(John 14:5-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the 
way?” 6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you 
do know him and have seen him.” 8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.” 9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even a�er I have been among 
you such a long �me? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us 
the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? The 
words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who 
is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me; or at 
least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes 
in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do even greater things than these, 
because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the 
Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

JESUS PROMISES THE HOLY SPIRIT 
(John 14:15-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you 
and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the 
world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that 
day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has 
my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by 
my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) 
said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself to us and not to the world?” 23 Jesus 
replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not love me will not obey 
my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me. 25 
“All this I have spoken while s�ll with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have 
said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going 
away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have told you now before it happens, so that when it 
does happen you will believe. 30 I will not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is 



coming. He has no hold over me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the 
Father and do exactly what my Father has commanded me. “Come now; let us leave. 

THE VINE AND THE BRANCHES 
(John 15:1-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me that 
bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
frui�ul. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, as I 
also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can 
you bear fruit unless you remain in me. 5 “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in 
me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not 
remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked 
up, thrown into the fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask 
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear 
much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I 
loved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you keep my commands, you will remain in my love, 
just as I have kept my Father’s commands and remain in his love. 11 I have told you this so that 
my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12 My command is this: Love each 
other as I have loved you. 13 Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s 
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command. 15 I no longer call you servants, 
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for 
everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16 You did not choose me, 
but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last—and 
so that whatever you ask in my name the Father will give you. 17 This is my command: Love 
each other. 

THE WORLD HATES THE DISCIPLES 
(John 15:18-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, 
it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out 
of the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for they 
do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be 
guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father 
as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of 
sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to 
fulfill what is writen in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 



THE DISCIPLES' GRIEF WILL TURN TO JOY 
(John 16:16-33, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Jesus went on to say, “In a litle while you will see me no more, and then a�er a litle while 
you will see me.” 17 At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by 
saying, ‘In a litle while you will see me no more, and then a�er a litle while you will see me,’ 
and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18 They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a litle 
while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.” 19 Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him 
about this, so he said to them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a litle 
while you will see me no more, and then a�er a litle while you will see me’? 20 Very truly I tell 
you, you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn 
to joy. 21 A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her �me has come; but when her 
baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a child is born into the world. 22 So 
with you: Now is your �me of grief, but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will 
take away your joy. 23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my 
Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Un�l now you have not asked for anything 
in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 25 “Though I have been 
speaking figura�vely, a �me is coming when I will no longer use this kind of language but will 
tell you plainly about my Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I am not saying that I 
will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 No, the Father himself loves you because you have loved 
me and have believed that I came from God. 28 I came from the Father and entered the world; 
now I am leaving the world and going back to the Father.” 29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now 
you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 30 Now we can see that you know all 
things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask you ques�ons. This makes us believe 
that you came from God.” 31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. 32 “A �me is coming and in 
fact has come when you will be scatered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. 
Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me. 33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you 
may have peace. In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 

JESUS PRAYS FOR HIS DISCIPLES 
(John 17:6-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave 
them to me and they have obeyed your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given 
me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They 
knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for 
them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All 
I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will 
remain in the world no longer, but they are s�ll in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy 



Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be 
one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that 
name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruc�on so that Scripture 
would be fulfilled. 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am s�ll in the 
world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your 
word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the 
world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from 
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanc�fy them by the truth; 
your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For 
them I sanc�fy myself, that they too may be truly sanc�fied. 

JESUS APPEARS TO THOMAS 
(John 20:14-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

24 Now Thomas (also known as Didymus), one of the Twelve, was not with the disciples when 
Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” But he said to them, 
“Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my 
hand into his side, I will not believe.” 26 A week later his disciples were in the house again, and 
Thomas was with them. Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 
said, “Peace be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. 
Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doub�ng and believe.” 28 Thomas said to 
him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have 
believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

JESUS REINSTATES PETER 
(John 21:15-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 When they had finished ea�ng, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these?” “Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Feed my 
lambs.” 16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He answered, “Yes, Lord, you 
know that I love you.” Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.” 17 The third �me he said to him, 
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third �me, 
“Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.” Jesus said, 
“Feed my sheep. 18 Very truly I tell you, when you were younger you dressed yourself and went 
where you wanted; but when you are old you will stretch out your hands, and someone else will 
dress you and lead you where you do not want to go.” 19 Jesus said this to indicate the kind of 
death by which Peter would glorify God. Then he said to him, “Follow me!” 20 Peter turned and 
saw that the disciple whom Jesus loved was following them. (This was the one who had leaned 
back against Jesus at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is going to betray you?”) 21 When 
Peter saw him, he asked, “Lord, what about him?” 22 Jesus answered, “If I want him to remain 



alive un�l I return, what is that to you? You must follow me.” 23 Because of this, the rumor 
spread among the believers that this disciple would not die. But Jesus did not say that he would 
not die; he only said, “If I want him to remain alive un�l I return, what is that to you?” 24 This is 
the disciple who tes�fies to these things and who wrote them down. We know that his 
tes�mony is true. 25 Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were writen 
down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be 
writen. 

LIGHT AND DARKNESS, SIN AND FORGIVENESS 
(1 John 1:5-2:2, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is 
no darkness at all. 6 If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie 
and do not live out the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 8 If we 
claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we 
claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word is not in us. 2:1 My dear 
children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have an 
advocate with the Father—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for the sins of the whole world. 

LOVE AND HATRED FOR FELLOW BELIEVERS 
(1 John 2:3-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 We know that we have come to know him if we keep his commands. 4 Whoever says, “I know 
him,” but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in that person. 5 But if 
anyone obeys his word, love for God is truly made complete in them. This is how we know we 
are in him: 6 Whoever claims to live in him must live as Jesus did. 7 Dear friends, I am not 
wri�ng you a new command but an old one, which you have had since the beginning. This old 
command is the message you have heard. 8 Yet I am wri�ng you a new command; its truth is 
seen in him and in you, because the darkness is passing and the true light is already shining. 9 
Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates a brother or sister is s�ll in the darkness. 10 
Anyone who loves their brother and sister lives in the light, and there is nothing in them to 
make them stumble. 11 But anyone who hates a brother or sister is in the darkness and walks 
around in the darkness. They do not know where they are going, because the darkness has 
blinded them. 

ON NOT LOVING THE WORLD 
(1 John 2:15-17, New Interna�onal Version) 



15 Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, love for the Father 
is not in them. 16 For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride of life—comes not from the Father but from the world. 17 The world and its desires pass 
away, but whoever does the will of God lives forever. 

WARNINGS AGAINST DENYING THE SON 
(1 John 2:18-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the an�christ is coming, even 
now many an�christs have come. This is how we know it is the last hour. 19 They went out from 
us, but they did not really belong to us. For if they had belonged to us, they would have 
remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us. 20 But you have 
an anoin�ng from the Holy One, and all of you know the truth. 21 I do not write to you because 
you do not know the truth, but because you do know it and because no lie comes from the 
truth. 22 Who is the liar? It is whoever denies that Jesus is the Christ. Such a person is the 
an�christ—denying the Father and the Son. 23 No one who denies the Son has the Father; 
whoever acknowledges the Son has the Father also. 24 As for you, see that what you have heard 
from the beginning remains in you. If it does, you also will remain in the Son and in the Father. 
25 And this is what he promised us—eternal life. 26 I am wri�ng these things to you about 
those who are trying to lead you astray. 27 As for you, the anoin�ng you received from him 
remains in you, and you do not need anyone to teach you. But as his anoin�ng teaches you 
about all things and as that anoin�ng is real, not counterfeit—just as it has taught you, remain 
in him. 

GOD'S CHILDREN AND SIN 
(1 John 2:28-3:10, New Interna�onal Version) 

28 And now, dear children, con�nue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and 
unashamed before him at his coming. 29 If you know that he is righteous, you know that 
everyone who does what is right has been born of him.3:1 See what great love the Father has 
lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are! The reason 
the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Dear friends, now we are children of 
God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when Christ 
appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. 3 All who have this hope in him 
purify themselves, just as he is pure. 4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. 5 But you know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is 
no sin. 6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who con�nues to sin has either seen 
him or known him. 7 Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what 
is right is righteous, just as he is righteous. 8 The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, 
because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared 



was to destroy the devil’s work. 9 No one who is born of God will con�nue to sin, because God’s 
seed remains in them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. 10 This 
is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and 
sister. 

MORE ON LOVE AND HATRED 
(1 John 3:11-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 For this is the message you heard from the beginning: We should love one another. 12 Do 
not be like Cain, who belonged to the evil one and murdered his brother. And why did he 
murder him? Because his own ac�ons were evil and his brother’s were righteous. 13 Do not be 
surprised, my brothers and sisters, if the world hates you. 14 We know that we have passed 
from death to life, because we love each other. Anyone who does not love remains in death. 15 
Anyone who hates a brother or sister is a murderer, and you know that no murderer has eternal 
life residing in him. 16 This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. 
And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers and sisters. 17 If anyone has material 
possessions and sees a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of 
God be in that person? 18 Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with ac�ons 
and in truth. 19 This is how we know that we belong to the truth and how we set our hearts at 
rest in his presence: 20 If our hearts condemn us, we know that God is greater than our hearts, 
and he knows everything. 21 Dear friends, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence 
before God 22 and receive from him anything we ask, because we keep his commands and do 
what pleases him. 23 And this is his command: to believe in the name of his Son, Jesus Christ, 
and to love one another as he commanded us. 24 The one who keeps God’s commands lives in 
him, and he in them. And this is how we know that he lives in us: We know it by the Spirit he 
gave us. 

ON DENYING THE INCARNATION 
(1 John 4:1-6, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, 
because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 This is how you can recognize the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God, 
3 but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God. This is the spirit of the 
an�christ, which you have heard is coming and even now is already in the world. 4 You, dear 
children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than 
the one who is in the world. 5 They are from the world and therefore speak from the viewpoint 
of the world, and the world listens to them. 6 We are from God, and whoever knows God listens 



to us; but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. This is how we recognize the Spirit of 
truth and the spirit of falsehood. 

GOD’S LOVE AND OURS 
(1 John 4:7-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is love. 
9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved us and sent 
his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought 
to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives in us 
and his love is made complete in us. 13 This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He 
has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we have seen and tes�fy that the Father has sent his Son to be 
the Savior of the world. 15 If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in 
them and they in God. 16 And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. 
Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is made complete 
among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this world we are like 
Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with 
punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love. 19 We love because he first loved 
us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever does not 
love their brother and sister, whom they have seen, cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 
21 And he has given us this command: Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and 
sister. 

FAITH IN THE INCARNATE SON OF GOD 
(1 John 5:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the 
father loves his child as well. 2 This is how we know that we love the children of God: by loving 
God and carrying out his commands. 3 In fact, this is love for God: to keep his commands. And 
his commands are not burdensome, 4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is 
the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith. 5 Who is it that overcomes the world? 
Only the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God. 6 This is the one who came by water 
and blood—Jesus Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water and blood. And it is the 
Spirit who tes�fies, because the Spirit is the truth. 7 For there are three that tes�fy: 8 the] 
Spirit, the water and the blood; and the three are in agreement. 9 We accept human tes�mony, 
but God’s tes�mony is greater because it is the tes�mony of God, which he has given about his 
Son. 10 Whoever believes in the Son of God accepts this tes�mony. Whoever does not believe 
God has made him out to be a liar, because they have not believed the tes�mony God has given 



about his Son. 11 And this is the tes�mony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. 12 Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life. 

JOSHUA INSTALLED AS LEADER 
(Joshua 1:1-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 A�er the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ 
aide: 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all these people, get ready to cross the 
Jordan River into the land I am about to give to them—to the Israelites. 3 I will give you every 
place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. 4 Your territory will extend from the desert 
to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hi�te country—to the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west. 5 No one will be able to stand against you all the days of your 
life. As I was with Moses, so I will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 6 Be strong 
and courageous, because you will lead these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them. 7 “Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey all the law my 
servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the le�, that you may be 
successful wherever you go. 8 Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it day 
and night, so that you may be careful to do everything writen in it. Then you will be prosperous 
and successful. 9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do 
not be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” 10 So Joshua 
ordered the officers of the people: 11 “Go through the camp and tell the people, ‘Get your 
provisions ready. Three days from now you will cross the Jordan here to go in and take 
possession of the land the LORD your God is giving you for your own.’” 12 But to the 
Reubenites, the Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 13 “Remember the 
command that Moses the servant of the LORD gave you a�er he said, ‘The LORD your God will 
give you rest by giving you this land.’ 14 Your wives, your children and your livestock may stay in 
the land that Moses gave you east of the Jordan, but all your figh�ng men, ready for batle, 
must cross over ahead of your fellow Israelites. You are to help them 15 un�l the LORD gives 
them rest, as he has done for you, and un�l they too have taken possession of the land the 
LORD your God is giving them. A�er that, you may go back and occupy your own land, which 
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you east of the Jordan toward the sunrise.” 16 Then they 
answered Joshua, “Whatever you have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us 
we will go. 17 Just as we fully obeyed Moses, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God 
be with you as he was with Moses. 18 Whoever rebels against your word and does not obey it, 
whatever you may command them, will be put to death. Only be strong and courageous!” 

THE COVENANT RENEWED AT SHECHEM 
(Joshua 24:1-28, New Interna�onal Version) 



24 Then Joshua assembled all the tribes of Israel at Shechem. He summoned the elders, leaders, 
judges and officials of Israel, and they presented themselves before God. 2 Joshua said to all the 
people, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘Long ago your ancestors, including Terah 
the father of Abraham and Nahor, lived beyond the Euphrates River and worshiped other gods. 
3 But I took your father Abraham from the land beyond the Euphrates and led him throughout 
Canaan and gave him many descendants. I gave him Isaac, 4 and to Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau. I 
assigned the hill country of Seir to Esau, but Jacob and his family went down to Egypt. 5 “‘Then I 
sent Moses and Aaron, and I afflicted the Egyp�ans by what I did there, and I brought you out. 6 
When I brought your people out of Egypt, you came to the sea, and the Egyp�ans pursued them 
with chariots and horsemen as far as the Red Sea. 7 But they cried to the Lord for help, and he 
put darkness between you and the Egyp�ans; he brought the sea over them and covered them. 
You saw with your own eyes what I did to the Egyp�ans. Then you lived in the wilderness for a 
long �me. 8 “‘I brought you to the land of the Amorites who lived east of the Jordan. They 
fought against you, but I gave them into your hands. I destroyed them from before you, and you 
took possession of their land. 9 When Balak son of Zippor, the king of Moab, prepared to fight 
against Israel, he sent for Balaam son of Beor to put a curse on you. 10 But I would not listen to 
Balaam, so he blessed you again and again, and I delivered you out of his hand. 11 “‘Then you 
crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The ci�zens of Jericho fought against you, as did also 
the Amorites, Perizzites, Canaanites, Hi�tes, Girgashites, Hivites and Jebusites, but I gave them 
into your hands. 12 I sent the hornet ahead of you, which drove them out before you—also the 
two Amorite kings. You did not do it with your own sword and bow. 13 So I gave you a land on 
which you did not toil and ci�es you did not build; and you live in them and eat from vineyards 
and olive groves that you did not plant.’ 14 “Now fear the Lord and serve him with all 
faithfulness. Throw away the gods your ancestors worshiped beyond the Euphrates River and in 
Egypt, and serve the Lord. 15 But if serving the Lord seems undesirable to you, then choose for 
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served beyond the 
Euphrates, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you are living. But as for me and my 
household, we will serve the Lord.” 16 Then the people answered, “Far be it from us to forsake 
the Lord to serve other gods! 17 It was the Lord our God himself who brought us and our 
parents up out of Egypt, from that land of slavery, and performed those great signs before our 
eyes. He protected us on our en�re journey and among all the na�ons through which we 
traveled. 18 And the Lord drove out before us all the na�ons, including the Amorites, who lived 
in the land. We too will serve the Lord, because he is our God.” 19 Joshua said to the people, 
“You are not able to serve the Lord. He is a holy God; he is a jealous God. He will not forgive 
your rebellion and your sins. 20 If you forsake the Lord and serve foreign gods, he will turn and 
bring disaster on you and make an end of you, a�er he has been good to you.” 21 But the 
people said to Joshua, “No! We will serve the Lord.” 22 Then Joshua said, “You are witnesses 
against yourselves that you have chosen to serve the Lord.” “Yes, we are witnesses,” they 



replied. 23 “Now then,” said Joshua, “throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield 
your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.” 24 And the people said to Joshua, “We will serve the 
Lord our God and obey him.” 25 On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there 
at Shechem he reaffirmed for them decrees and laws. 26 And Joshua recorded these things in 
the Book of the Law of God. Then he took a large stone and set it up there under the oak near 
the holy place of the Lord. 27 “See!” he said to all the people. “This stone will be a witness 
against us. It has heard all the words the Lord has said to us. It will be a witness against you if 
you are untrue to your God.” 28 Then Joshua dismissed the people, each to their own 
inheritance. 

GIDEON 
(Judges 6:1-39, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 The Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord, and for seven years he gave them into the hands 
of the Midianites. 2 Because the power of Midian was so oppressive, the Israelites prepared 
shelters for themselves in mountain cle�s, caves and strongholds. 3 Whenever the Israelites 
planted their crops, the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples invaded the country. 
4 They camped on the land and ruined the crops all the way to Gaza and did not spare a living 
thing for Israel, neither sheep nor catle nor donkeys. 5 They came up with their livestock and 
their tents like swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count them or their camels; they invaded 
the land to ravage it. 6 Midian so impoverished the Israelites that they cried out to the Lord for 
help. 7 When the Israelites cried out to the Lord because of Midian, 8 he sent them a prophet, 
who said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of 
the land of slavery. 9 I rescued you from the hand of the Egyp�ans. And I delivered you from the 
hand of all your oppressors; I drove them out before you and gave you their land. 10 I said to 
you, ‘I am the Lord your God; do not worship the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you live.’ 
But you have not listened to me.” 11 The angel of the Lord came and sat down under the oak in 
Ophrah that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his son Gideon was threshing wheat in a 
winepress to keep it from the Midianites. 12 When the angel of the Lord appeared to Gideon, 
he said, “The Lord is with you, mighty warrior.” 13 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but if 
the Lord is with us, why has all this happened to us? Where are all his wonders that our 
ancestors told us about when they said, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up out of Egypt?’ But now 
the Lord has abandoned us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 The Lord turned to him 
and said, “Go in the strength you have and save Israel out of Midian’s hand. Am I not sending 
you?” 15 “Pardon me, my lord,” Gideon replied, “but how can I save Israel? My clan is the 
weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family.” 16 The Lord answered, “I will be with 
you, and you will strike down all the Midianites, leaving none alive.” 17 Gideon replied, “If now I 
have found favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really you talking to me. 18 Please do not 
go away un�l I come back and bring my offering and set it before you.” And the Lord said, “I will 



wait un�l you return.” 19 Gideon went inside, prepared a young goat, and from an ephah of 
flour he made bread without yeast. Pu�ng the meat in a basket and its broth in a pot, he 
brought them out and offered them to him under the oak. 20 The angel of God said to him, 
“Take the meat and the unleavened bread, place them on this rock, and pour out the broth.” 
And Gideon did so. 21 Then the angel of the Lord touched the meat and the unleavened bread 
with the �p of the staff that was in his hand. Fire flared from the rock, consuming the meat and 
the bread. And the angel of the Lord disappeared. 22 When Gideon realized that it was the 
angel of the Lord, he exclaimed, “Alas, Sovereign Lord! I have seen the angel of the Lord face to 
face!” 23 But the Lord said to him, “Peace! Do not be afraid. You are not going to die.” 24 So 
Gideon built an altar to the Lord there and called it The Lord Is Peace. To this day it stands in 
Ophrah of the Abiezrites. 25 That same night the Lord said to him, “Take the second bull from 
your father’s herd, the one seven years old. Tear down your father’s altar to Baal and cut down 
the Asherah pole beside it. 26 Then build a proper kind of altar to the Lord your God on the top 
of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as a 
burnt offering.” 27 So Gideon took ten of his servants and did as the Lord told him. But because 
he was afraid of his family and the townspeople, he did it at night rather than in the day�me. 28 
In the morning when the people of the town got up, there was Baal’s altar, demolished, with the 
Asherah pole beside it cut down and the second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar! 29 They 
asked each other, “Who did this?” When they carefully inves�gated, they were told, “Gideon 
son of Joash did it.” 30 The people of the town demanded of Joash, “Bring out your son. He 
must die, because he has broken down Baal’s altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.” 31 
But Joash replied to the hos�le crowd around him, “Are you going to plead Baal’s cause? Are 
you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really is 
a god, he can defend himself when someone breaks down his altar.” 32 So because Gideon 
broke down Baal’s altar, they gave him the name Jerub-Baal that day, saying, “Let Baal contend 
with him.” 33 Now all the Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern peoples joined forces and 
crossed over the Jordan and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 34 Then the Spirit of the Lord came 
on Gideon, and he blew a trumpet, summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. 35 He sent 
messengers throughout Manasseh, calling them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and 
Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them. 36 Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel 
by my hand as you have promised— 37 look, I will place a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If 
there is dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry, then I will know that you will save 
Israel by my hand, as you said.” 38 And that is what happened. Gideon rose early the next day; 
he squeezed the fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of water. 39 Then Gideon said to 
God, “Do not be angry with me. Let me make just one more request. Allow me one more test 
with the fleece, but this �me make the fleece dry and let the ground be covered with dew.” 40 
That night God did so. Only the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered with dew. 



SOLOMON ASKS FOR WISDOM 
(1 Kings 3:1-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought 
her to the City of David un�l he finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the 
wall around Jerusalem. 2 The people, however, were s�ll sacrificing at the high places, because 
a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. 3 Solomon showed his love for the 
Lord by walking according to the instruc�ons given him by his father David, except that he 
offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. 4 The king went to Gibeon to offer 
sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt 
offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, 
and God said, “Ask for whatever you want me to give you.” 6 Solomon answered, “You have 
shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and 
righteous and upright in heart. You have con�nued this great kindness to him and have given 
him a son to sit on his throne this very day. 7 “Now, Lord my God, you have made your servant 
king in place of my father David. But I am only a litle child and do not know how to carry out 
my du�es. 8 Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too 
numerous to count or number. 9 So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people 
and to dis�nguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of 
yours?” 10 The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. 11 So God said to him, “Since 
you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death 
of your enemies but for discernment in administering jus�ce, 12 I will do what you have asked. I 
will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, 
nor will there ever be. 13 Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for—both wealth 
and honor—so that in your life�me you will have no equal among kings. 14 And if you walk in 
obedience to me and keep my decrees and commands as David your father did, I will give you a 
long life.” 15 Then Solomon awoke—and he realized it had been a dream. He returned to 
Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord’s covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and 
fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court. 

UNLAWFUL SEXUAL RELATIONS 
(Levi�cus 18:1-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘I am the LORD your 
God. 3 You must not do as they do in Egypt, where you used to live, and you must not do as 
they do in the land of Canaan, where I am bringing you. Do not follow their prac�ces. 4 You 
must obey my laws and be careful to follow my decrees. I am the LORD your God. 5 Keep my 
decrees and laws, for the person who obeys them will live by them. I am the LORD. 6 “‘No one is 
to approach any close rela�ve to have sexual rela�ons. I am the LORD. 7 “‘Do not dishonor your 



father by having sexual rela�ons with your mother. She is your mother; do not have rela�ons 
with her. 8 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your father’s wife; that would dishonor your 
father. 9 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your sister, either your father’s daughter or your 
mother’s daughter, whether she was born in the same home or elsewhere. 10 “‘Do not have 
sexual rela�ons with your son’s daughter or your daughter’s daughter; that would dishonor you. 
11 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with the daughter of your father’s wife, born to your father; 
she is your sister. 12 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your father’s sister; she is your father’s 
close rela�ve. 13 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your mother’s sister, because she is your 
mother’s close rela�ve. 14 “‘Do not dishonor your father’s brother by approaching his wife to 
have sexual rela�ons; she is your aunt. 15 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your daughter-in-
law. She is your son’s wife; do not have rela�ons with her. 16 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with 
your brother’s wife; that would dishonor your brother. 17 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with 
both a woman and her daughter. Do not have sexual rela�ons with either her son’s daughter or 
her daughter’s daughter; they are her close rela�ves. That is wickedness. 18 “‘Do not take your 
wife’s sister as a rival wife and have sexual rela�ons with her while your wife is living. 19 “‘Do 
not approach a woman to have sexual rela�ons during the uncleanness of her monthly period. 
20 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with your neighbor’s wife and defile yourself with her. 21 “‘Do 
not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molek, for you must not profane the name of 
your God. I am the LORD. 22 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with a man as one does with a 
woman; that is detestable. 23 “‘Do not have sexual rela�ons with an animal and defile yourself 
with it. A woman must not present herself to an animal to have sexual rela�ons with it; that is a 
perversion. 24 “‘Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, because this is how the na�ons 
that I am going to drive out before you became defiled. 25 Even the land was defiled; so I 
punished it for its sin, and the land vomited out its inhabitants. 26 But you must keep my 
decrees and my laws. The na�ve-born and the foreigners residing among you must not do any 
of these detestable things, 27 for all these things were done by the people who lived in the land 
before you, and the land became defiled. 28 And if you defile the land, it will vomit you out as it 
vomited out the na�ons that were before you. 29 “‘Everyone who does any of these detestable 
things—such persons must be cut off from their people. 30 Keep my requirements and do not 
follow any of the detestable customs that were prac�ced before you came and do not defile 
yourselves with them. I am the LORD your God.’” 

VARIOUS LAWS 
(Levi�cus 19:1-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Speak to the en�re assembly of Israel and say to them: ‘Be holy 
because I, the LORD your God, am holy. 3 “‘Each of you must respect your mother and father, 
and you must observe my Sabbaths. I am the LORD your God. 4 “‘Do not turn to idols or make 
metal gods for yourselves. I am the LORD your God. 5 “‘When you sacrifice a fellowship offering 



to the LORD, sacrifice it in such a way that it will be accepted on your behalf. 6 It shall be eaten 
on the day you sacrifice it or on the next day; anything le� over un�l the third day must be 
burned up. 7 If any of it is eaten on the third day, it is impure and will not be accepted. 8 
Whoever eats it will be held responsible because they have desecrated what is holy to the 
LORD; they must be cut off from their people. 9 “‘When you reap the harvest of your land, do 
not reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. 10 Do not go 
over your vineyard a second �me or pick up the grapes that have fallen. Leave them for the 
poor and the foreigner. I am the LORD your God. 11 “‘Do not steal. “‘Do not lie. “‘Do not deceive 
one another. 12 “‘Do not swear falsely by my name and so profane the name of your God. I am 
the LORD. 13 “‘Do not defraud or rob your neighbor. “‘Do not hold back the wages of a hired 
worker overnight. 14 “‘Do not curse the deaf or put a stumbling block in front of the blind, but 
fear your God. I am the LORD. 15 “‘Do not pervert jus�ce; do not show par�ality to the poor or 
favori�sm to the great, but judge your neighbor fairly. 16 “‘Do not go about spreading slander 
among your people. “‘Do not do anything that endangers your neighbor’s life. I am the LORD. 17 
“‘Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart. Rebuke your neighbor frankly so you will not share 
in their guilt. 18 “‘Do not seek revenge or bear a grudge against anyone among your people, but 
love your neighbor as yourself. I am the LORD. 19 “‘Keep my decrees. “‘Do not mate different 
kinds of animals. “‘Do not plant your field with two kinds of seed. “‘Do not wear clothing woven 
of two kinds of material. 20 “‘If a man sleeps with a female slave who is promised to another 
man but who has not been ransomed or given her freedom, there must be due punishment. Yet 
they are not to be put to death, because she had not been freed. 21 The man, however, must 
bring a ram to the entrance to the tent of mee�ng for a guilt offering to the LORD. 22 With the 
ram of the guilt offering the priest is to make atonement for him before the LORD for the sin he 
has commited, and his sin will be forgiven. 23 “‘When you enter the land and plant any kind of 
fruit tree, regard its fruit as forbidden. For three years you are to consider it forbidden; it must 
not be eaten. 24 In the fourth year all its fruit will be holy, an offering of praise to the LORD. 25 
But in the fi�h year you may eat its fruit. In this way your harvest will be increased. I am the 
LORD your God. 26 “‘Do not eat any meat with the blood s�ll in it. “‘Do not prac�ce divina�on 
or seek omens. 27 “‘Do not cut the hair at the sides of your head or clip off the edges of your 
beard. 28 “‘Do not cut your bodies for the dead or put tatoo marks on yourselves. I am the 
LORD. 29 “‘Do not degrade your daughter by making her a pros�tute, or the land will turn to 
pros�tu�on and be filled with wickedness. 30 “‘Observe my Sabbaths and have reverence for 
my sanctuary. I am the LORD. 31 “‘Do not turn to mediums or seek out spiri�sts, for you will be 
defiled by them. I am the LORD your God. 32 “‘Stand up in the presence of the aged, show 
respect for the elderly and revere your God. I am the LORD. 33 “‘When a foreigner resides 
among you in your land, do not mistreat them. 34 The foreigner residing among you must be 
treated as your na�ve-born. Love them as yourself, for you were foreigners in Egypt. I am the 
LORD your God. 35 “‘Do not use dishonest standards when measuring length, weight or 



quan�ty. 36 Use honest scales and honest weights, an honest ephah and an honest hin. I am the 
LORD your God, who brought you out of Egypt. 37 “‘Keep all my decrees and all my laws and 
follow them. I am the LORD.’” 

PUNISHMENTS FOR SIN 
(Levi�cus 20:1-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 The LORD said to Moses, 2 “Say to the Israelites: ‘Any Israelite or any foreigner residing in 
Israel who sacrifices any of his children to Molek is to be put to death. The members of the 
community are to stone him. 3 I myself will set my face against him and will cut him off from his 
people; for by sacrificing his children to Molek, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my 
holy name. 4 If the members of the community close their eyes when that man sacrifices one of 
his children to Molek and if they fail to put him to death, 5 I myself will set my face against him 
and his family and will cut them off from their people together with all who follow him in 
pros�tu�ng themselves to Molek. 6 “‘I will set my face against anyone who turns to mediums 
and spiri�sts to pros�tute themselves by following them, and I will cut them off from their 
people. 7 “‘Consecrate yourselves and be holy, because I am the LORD your God. 8 Keep my 
decrees and follow them. I am the LORD, who makes you holy. 9 “‘Anyone who curses their 
father or mother is to be put to death. Because they have cursed their father or mother, their 
blood will be on their own head. 10 “‘If a man commits adultery with another man’s wife—with 
the wife of his neighbor—both the adulterer and the adulteress are to be put to death. 11 “‘If a 
man has sexual rela�ons with his father’s wife, he has dishonored his father. Both the man and 
the woman are to be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 12 “‘If a man has 
sexual rela�ons with his daughter-in-law, both of them are to be put to death. What they have 
done is a perversion; their blood will be on their own heads. 13 “‘If a man has sexual rela�ons 
with a man as one does with a woman, both of them have done what is detestable. They are to 
be put to death; their blood will be on their own heads. 14 “‘If a man marries both a woman 
and her mother, it is wicked. Both he and they must be burned in the fire, so that no wickedness 
will be among you. 15 “‘If a man has sexual rela�ons with an animal, he is to be put to death, 
and you must kill the animal. 16 “‘If a woman approaches an animal to have sexual rela�ons 
with it, kill both the woman and the animal. They are to be put to death; their blood will be on 
their own heads. 17 “‘If a man marries his sister, the daughter of either his father or his mother, 
and they have sexual rela�ons, it is a disgrace. They are to be publicly removed from their 
people. He has dishonored his sister and will be held responsible. 18 “‘If a man has sexual 
rela�ons with a woman during her monthly period, he has exposed the source of her flow, and 
she has also uncovered it. Both of them are to be cut off from their people. 19 “‘Do not have 
sexual rela�ons with the sister of either your mother or your father, for that would dishonor a 
close rela�ve; both of you would be held responsible. 20 “‘If a man has sexual rela�ons with his 
aunt, he has dishonored his uncle. They will be held responsible; they will die childless. 21 “‘If a 



man marries his brother’s wife, it is an act of impurity; he has dishonored his brother. They will 
be childless. 22 “‘Keep all my decrees and laws and follow them, so that the land where I am 
bringing you to live may not vomit you out. 23 You must not live according to the customs of the 
na�ons I am going to drive out before you. Because they did all these things, I abhorred them. 
24 But I said to you, “You will possess their land; I will give it to you as an inheritance, a land 
flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your God, who has set you apart from the na�ons. 
25 “‘You must therefore make a dis�nc�on between clean and unclean animals and between 
unclean and clean birds. Do not defile yourselves by any animal or bird or anything that moves 
along the ground—those that I have set apart as unclean for you. 26 You are to be holy to me 
because I, the LORD, am holy, and I have set you apart from the na�ons to be my own. 27 “‘A 
man or woman who is a medium or spiri�st among you must be put to death. You are to stone 
them; their blood will be on their own heads.’” 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS FORETOLD 
(Luke 1:26-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

26 In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town 
in Galilee, 27 to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. 
The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 The angel went to her and said, “Gree�ngs, you who are highly 
favored! The Lord is with you.” 29 Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what 
kind of gree�ng this might be. 30 But the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have 
found favor with God. 31 You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the 
throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom 
will never end.” 34 “How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 35 The angel 
answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow 
you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Even Elizabeth your rela�ve is 
going to have a child in her old age, and she who was said to be unable to conceive is in her 
sixth month. 37 For no word from God will ever fail.” 38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary 
answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel le� her. 

THE BIRTH OF JESUS 
(Luke 2:1-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the en�re 
Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 
3 And everyone went to their own town to register. 4 So Joseph also went up from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the 
house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married 
to him and was expec�ng a child. 6 While they were there, the �me came for the baby to be 



born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a 
manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 8 And there were shepherds 
living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord 
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 
But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for 
all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the Messiah, 
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising 
God and saying, 14 “Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 
his favor rests.” 15 When the angels had le� them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 
one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has 
told us about.” 16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. 17 When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been 
told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to 
them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 
which were just as they had been told. 21 On the eighth day, when it was �me to circumcise the 
child, he was named Jesus, the name the angel had given him before he was conceived. 

THE BOY JESUS AT THE TEMPLE 
(Luke 2:41-52, New Interna�onal Version) 

41 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Fes�val of the Passover. 42 When he was 
twelve years old, they went up to the fes�val, according to the custom. 43 A�er the fes�val was 
over, while his parents were returning home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they 
were unaware of it. 44 Thinking he was in their company, they traveled on for a day. Then they 
began looking for him among their rela�ves and friends. 45 When they did not find him, they 
went back to Jerusalem to look for him. 46 A�er three days they found him in the temple 
courts, si�ng among the teachers, listening to them and asking them ques�ons. 47 Everyone 
who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw 
him, they were astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us like this? 
Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” 49 “Why were you searching for me?” 
he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand 
what he was saying to them. 51 Then he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient 
to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus grew in wisdom 
and stature, and in favor with God and man. 

THE BAPTISM AND GENEALOGY OF JESUS 
(Luke 3:21-38, New Interna�onal Version) 



21 When all the people were being bap�zed, Jesus was bap�zed too. And as he was praying, 
heaven was opened 22 and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 23 Now 
Jesus himself was about thirty years old when he began his ministry. He was the son, so it was 
thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli, 24 the son of Mathat, the son of Levi, the son of Melki, the 
son of Jannai, the son of Joseph, 25 the son of Matathias, the son of Amos, the son of Nahum, 
the son of Esli, the son of Naggai, 26 the son of Maath, the son of Matathias, the son of 
Semein, the son of Josek, the son of Joda, 27 the son of Joanan, the son of Rhesa, the son of 
Zerubbabel, the son of Sheal�el, the son of Neri, 28 the son of Melki, the son of Addi, the son of 
Cosam, the son of Elmadam, the son of Er, 29 the son of Joshua, the son of Eliezer, the son of 
Jorim, the son of Mathat, the son of Levi, 30 the son of Simeon, the son of Judah, the son of 
Joseph, the son of Jonam, the son of Eliakim, 31 the son of Melea, the son of Menna, the son of 
Matatha, the son of Nathan, the son of David, 32 the son of Jesse, the son of Obed, the son of 
Boaz, the son of Salmon, the son of Nahshon, 33 the son of Amminadab, the son of Ram, the 
son of Hezron, the son of Perez, the son of Judah, 34 the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son 
of Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of 
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of 
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son 
of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Kenan, 38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of 
Adam, the son of God. 

JESUS REJECTED AT NAZARETH 
(Luke 4:14-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the Spirit, and news about him spread through the 
whole countryside. 15 He was teaching in their synagogues, and everyone praised him. 16 He 
went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 
synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 
handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is writen: 18 “The Spirit of the Lord is 
on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed 
free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 
the atendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him. 21 
He began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 22 All spoke well 
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” 
they asked. 23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal 
yourself!’ And you will tell me, ‘Do here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in 
Capernaum.’” 24 “Truly I tell you,” he con�nued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I 
assure you that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s �me, when the sky was shut for 



three and a half years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not 
sent to any of them, but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were 
many in Israel with leprosy in the �me of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was 
cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they 
heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on 
which the town was built, in order to throw him off the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the 
crowd and went on his way. 

LOVE FOR ENEMIES 
(Luke 6:27-36, New Interna�onal Version) 

27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one 
cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from 
them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 
demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you. 32 “If you love those who 
love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do 
good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if 
you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 
lend to sinners, expec�ng to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and 
lend to them without expec�ng to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you 
will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be 
merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

JUDGING OTHERS 
(Luke 6:37-42, New Interna�onal Version) 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. 
Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you 
use, it will be measured to you.” 39 He also told them this parable: “Can the blind lead the 
blind? Will they not both fall into a pit? 40 The student is not above the teacher, but everyone 
who is fully trained will be like their teacher. 41 “Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in 
your brother’s eye and pay no aten�on to the plank in your own eye? 42 How can you say to 
your brother, ‘Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when you yourself fail to see the 
plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and then you will see 
clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
(Luke 8:1-15, New Interna�onal Version) 



8 A�er this, Jesus traveled about from one town and village to another, proclaiming the good 
news of the kingdom of God. The Twelve were with him, 2 and also some women who had been 
cured of evil spirits and diseases: Mary (called Magdalene) from whom seven demons had come 
out; 3 Joanna the wife of Chuza, the manager of Herod’s household; Susanna; and many others. 
These women were helping to support them out of their own means. 4 While a large crowd was 
gathering and people were coming to Jesus from town a�er town, he told this parable: 5 “A 
farmer went out to sow his seed. As he was scatering the seed, some fell along the path; it was 
trampled on, and the birds ate it up. 6 Some fell on rocky ground, and when it came up, the 
plants withered because they had no moisture. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up 
with it and choked the plants. 8 S�ll other seed fell on good soil. It came up and yielded a crop, 
a hundred �mes more than was sown.” When he said this, he called out, “Whoever has ears to 
hear, let them hear.” 9 His disciples asked him what this parable meant. 10 He said, “The 
knowledge of the secrets of the kingdom of God has been given to you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that, “‘though seeing, they may not see; though hearing, they may not understand.’ 
11 “This is the meaning of the parable: The seed is the word of God. 12 Those along the path 
are the ones who hear, and then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so 
that they may not believe and be saved. 13 Those on the rocky ground are the ones who receive 
the word with joy when they hear it, but they have no root. They believe for a while, but in the 
�me of tes�ng they fall away. 14 The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but 
as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches and pleasures, and they do not 
mature. 15 But the seed on good soil stands for those with a noble and good heart, who hear 
the word, retain it, and by persevering produce a crop. 

THE COST OF FOLLOWING JESUS 
(Luke 9:57-62, New Interna�onal Version) 

57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to him, “I will follow you wherever you go.” 
58 Jesus replied, “Foxes have dens and birds have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay 
his head.” 59 He said to another man, “Follow me.” But he replied, “Lord, first let me go and 
bury my father.” 60 Jesus said to him, “Let the dead bury their own dead, but you go and 
proclaim the kingdom of God.” 61 S�ll another said, “I will follow you, Lord; but first let me go 
back and say goodbye to my family.” 62 Jesus replied, “No one who puts a hand to the plow and 
looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God.” 

JESUS SENDS OUT THE SEVENTY-TWO 
(Luke 10:1-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 A�er this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to 
every town and place where he was about to go. 2 He told them, “The harvest is plen�ful, but 
the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest 



field. 3 Go! I am sending you out like lambs among wolves. 4 Do not take a purse or bag or 
sandals; and do not greet anyone on the road. 5 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace to 
this house.’ 6 If someone who promotes peace is there, your peace will rest on them; if not, it 
will return to you. 7 Stay there, ea�ng and drinking whatever they give you, for the worker 
deserves his wages. Do not move around from house to house. 8 “When you enter a town and 
are welcomed, eat what is offered to you. 9 Heal the sick who are there and tell them, ‘The 
kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10 But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, 
go into its streets and say, 11 ‘Even the dust of your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to 
you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God has come near.’ 12 I tell you, it will be more 
bearable on that day for Sodom than for that town. 13 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, 
Bethsaida! For if the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented long ago, si�ng in sackcloth and ashes. 14 But it will be more 
bearable for Tyre and Sidon at the judgment than for you. 15 And you, Capernaum, will you be 
li�ed to the heavens? No, you will go down to Hades. 16 “Whoever listens to you listens to me; 
whoever rejects you rejects me; but whoever rejects me rejects him who sent me.” 17 The 
seventy-two returned with joy and said, “Lord, even the demons submit to us in your name.” 18 
He replied, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19 I have given you authority to trample 
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you. 
20 However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names are 
writen in heaven.” 21 At that �me Jesus, full of joy through the Holy Spirit, said, “I praise you, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things from the wise and 
learned, and revealed them to litle children. Yes, Father, for this is what you were pleased to 
do. 22 “All things have been commited to me by my Father. No one knows who the Son is 
except the Father, and no one knows who the Father is except the Son and those to whom the 
Son chooses to reveal him.” 23 Then he turned to his disciples and said privately, “Blessed are 
the eyes that see what you see. 24 For I tell you that many prophets and kings wanted to see 
what you see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.” 

THE PARABLE OF THE GOOD SAMARITAN 
(Luke 10:25-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 “What is writen in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 
27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 28 “You have 
answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 29 But he wanted to jus�fy 
himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was atacked by robbers. They stripped him of his 
clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down 



the same road, and when he saw the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, 
when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he 
traveled, came where the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to 
him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own 
donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii 
and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look a�er him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will reimburse 
you for any extra expense you may have.’ 36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor 
to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?” 37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who 
had mercy on him.” Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

JESUS’ TEACHING ON PRAYER 
(Luke 11:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of his disciples said to 
him, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.” 2 He said to them, “When you 
pray, say: “‘Father, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come. 3 Give us each day our daily 
bread. 4 Forgive us our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not 
into tempta�on.” 5 Then Jesus said to them, “Suppose you have a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6 a friend of mine on a journey has 
come to me, and I have no food to offer him.’ 7 And suppose the one inside answers, ‘Don’t 
bother me. The door is already locked, and my children and I are in bed. I can’t get up and give 
you anything.’ 8 I tell you, even though he will not get up and give you the bread because of 
friendship, yet because of your shameless audacity he will surely get up and give you as much as 
you need. 9 “So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and 
the door will be opened to you. 10 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; 
and to the one who knocks, the door will be opened. 11 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks 
for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gi�s to your children, how much more 
will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 

WARNINGS AND ENCOURAGEMENT 
(Luke 12:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands had gathered, so that they were trampling on 
one another, Jesus began to speak first to his disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against the 
yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 2 There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 3 What you have said in the dark will be 
heard in the daylight, and what you have whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will be 
proclaimed from the roofs. 4 “I tell you, my friends, do not be afraid of those who kill the body 
and a�er that can do no more. 5 But I will show you whom you should fear: Fear him who, a�er 



your body has been killed, has authority to throw you into hell. Yes, I tell you, fear him. 6 Are 
not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgoten by God. 7 Indeed, the 
very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many 
sparrows. 8 “I tell you, whoever publicly acknowledges me before others, the Son of Man will 
also acknowledge before the angels of God. 9 But whoever disowns me before others will be 
disowned before the angels of God. 10 And everyone who speaks a word against the Son of 
Man will be forgiven, but anyone who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven. 

THE PARABLE OF THE RICH FOOL 
(Luke 12:13-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with 
me.” 14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then 
he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; life does not consist in 
an abundance of possessions.” 16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich 
man yielded an abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to 
store my crops.’ 18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of grain 
laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You 
fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then who will get what you have 
prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves 
but is not rich toward God.” 

THE NARROW DOOR 
(Luke 13:22-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 Then Jesus went through the towns and villages, teaching as he made his way to Jerusalem. 
23 Someone asked him, “Lord, are only a few people going to be saved?” He said to them, 24 
“Make every effort to enter through the narrow door, because many, I tell you, will try to enter 
and will not be able to. 25 Once the owner of the house gets up and closes the door, you will 
stand outside knocking and pleading, ‘Sir, open the door for us.’ “But he will answer, ‘I don’t 
know you or where you come from.’ 26 “Then you will say, ‘We ate and drank with you, and you 
taught in our streets.’ 27 “But he will reply, ‘I don’t know you or where you come from. Away 
from me, all you evildoers!’ 28 “There will be weeping there, and gnashing of teeth, when you 
see Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but you yourselves 
thrown out. 29 People will come from east and west and north and south, and will take their 
places at the feast in the kingdom of God. 30 Indeed there are those who are last who will be 
first, and first who will be last.” 



JESUS AT A PHARISEE'S HOUSE 
(Luke 14:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being 
carefully watched. 2 There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his 
body. 3 Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or 
not?” 4 But they remained silent. So taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his 
way. 5 Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” 6 And they had nothing to say. 7 When he 
no�ced how the guests picked the places of honor at the table, he told them this parable: 8 
“When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person 
more dis�nguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you 
will come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take 
the least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your 
host comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a beter place.’ Then you will be honored in 
the presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 12 Then Jesus said to his host, “When you give a 
luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your rela�ves, or your 
rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be repaid. 13 But when you 
give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed. 
Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrec�on of the righteous. 

THE COST OF BEING A DISCIPLE 
(Luke 14:25-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

25 Large crowds were traveling with Jesus, and turning to them he said: 26 “If anyone comes to 
me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters—yes, even 
their own life—such a person cannot be my disciple. 27 And whoever does not carry their cross 
and follow me cannot be my disciple. 28 “Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Won’t you 
first sit down and es�mate the cost to see if you have enough money to complete it? 29 For if 
you lay the founda�on and are not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will ridicule you, 30 
saying, ‘This person began to build and wasn’t able to finish.’ 31 “Or suppose a king is about to 
go to war against another king. Won’t he first sit down and consider whether he is able with ten 
thousand men to oppose the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32 If he is not 
able, he will send a delega�on while the other is s�ll a long way off and will ask for terms of 
peace. 33 In the same way, those of you who do not give up everything you have cannot be my 
disciples. 34 “Salt is good, but if it loses its sal�ness, how can it be made salty again? 35 It is fit 
neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; it is thrown out. “Whoever has ears to hear, let 
them hear.” 



THE PARABLE OF THE LOST SHEEP 
(Luke 15:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 2 But the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law mutered, “This man welcomes sinners and eats with 
them.” 3 Then Jesus told them this parable: 4 “Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and 
loses one of them. Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go a�er the lost 
sheep un�l he finds it? 5 And when he finds it, he joyfully puts it on his shoulders 6 and goes 
home. Then he calls his friends and neighbors together and says, ‘Rejoice with me; I have found 
my lost sheep.’ 7 I tell you that in the same way there will be more rejoicing in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who do not need to repent. 

THE PARABLE OF THE SHREWD MANAGER 
(Luke 16:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Jesus told his disciples: “There was a rich man whose manager was accused of was�ng his 
possessions. 2 So he called him in and asked him, ‘What is this I hear about you? Give an 
account of your management, because you cannot be manager any longer.’ 3 “The manager said 
to himself, ‘What shall I do now? My master is taking away my job. I’m not strong enough to dig, 
and I’m ashamed to beg— 4 I know what I’ll do so that, when I lose my job here, people will 
welcome me into their houses.’ 5 “So he called in each one of his master’s debtors. He asked the 
first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’ 6 “‘Nine hundred gallons of olive oil,’ he replied. “The 
manager told him, ‘Take your bill, sit down quickly, and make it four hundred and fi�y.’ 7 “Then 
he asked the second, ‘And how much do you owe?’ “‘A thousand bushels of wheat,’ he replied. 
“He told him, ‘Take your bill and make it eight hundred.’ 8 “The master commended the 
dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly. For the people of this world are more 
shrewd in dealing with their own kind than are the people of the light. 9 I tell you, use worldly 
wealth to gain friends for yourselves, so that when it is gone, you will be welcomed into eternal 
dwellings. 10 “Whoever can be trusted with very litle can also be trusted with much, and 
whoever is dishonest with very litle will also be dishonest with much. 11 So if you have not 
been trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches? 12 And if you 
have not been trustworthy with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your 
own? 13 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you 
will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 14 
The Pharisees, who loved money, heard all this and were sneering at Jesus. 15 He said to them, 
“You are the ones who jus�fy yourselves in the eyes of others, but God knows your hearts. 
What people value highly is detestable in God’s sight. 

THE RICH MAN AND LAZARUS 
(Luke 16:19-31, New Interna�onal Version) 



19 “There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury every 
day. 20 At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21 and longing to eat 
what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his sores. 22 “The �me came 
when the beggar died and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and 
was buried. 23 In Hades, where he was in torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, 
with Lazarus by his side. 24 So he called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send 
Lazarus to dip the �p of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this 
fire.’ 25 “But Abraham replied, ‘Son, remember that in your life�me you received your good 
things, while Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so that those 
who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’ 27 “He 
answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28 for I have five brothers. Let him 
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’ 29 “Abraham replied, ‘They 
have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to them.’ 30 “‘No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if 
someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’ 31 “He said to him, ‘If they do not listen 
to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’” 

THE PARABLE OF THE TEN MINAS 
(Luke 19:11-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 While they were listening to this, he went on to tell them a parable, because he was near 
Jerusalem and the people thought that the kingdom of God was going to appear at once. 12 He 
said: “A man of noble birth went to a distant country to have himself appointed king and then to 
return. 13 So he called ten of his servants and gave them ten minas. ‘Put this money to work,’ 
he said, ‘un�l I come back.’ 14 “But his subjects hated him and sent a delega�on a�er him to 
say, ‘We don’t want this man to be our king.’ 15 “He was made king, however, and returned 
home. Then he sent for the servants to whom he had given the money, in order to find out what 
they had gained with it. 16 “The first one came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has earned ten more.’ 
17 “‘Well done, my good servant!’ his master replied. ‘Because you have been trustworthy in a 
very small mater, take charge of ten ci�es.’ 18 “The second came and said, ‘Sir, your mina has 
earned five more.’ 19 “His master answered, ‘You take charge of five ci�es.’ 20 “Then another 
servant came and said, ‘Sir, here is your mina; I have kept it laid away in a piece of cloth. 21 I 
was afraid of you, because you are a hard man. You take out what you did not put in and reap 
what you did not sow.’ 22 “His master replied, ‘I will judge you by your own words, you wicked 
servant! You knew, did you, that I am a hard man, taking out what I did not put in, and reaping 
what I did not sow? 23 Why then didn’t you put my money on deposit, so that when I came 
back, I could have collected it with interest?’ 24 “Then he said to those standing by, ‘Take his 
mina away from him and give it to the one who has ten minas.’ 25 “‘Sir,’ they said, ‘he already 
has ten!’ 26 “He replied, ‘I tell you that to everyone who has, more will be given, but as for the 



one who has nothing, even what they have will be taken away. 27 But those enemies of mine 
who did not want me to be king over them—bring them here and kill them in front of me.’” 

THE DESTRUCTION OF THE TEMPLE AND SIGNS OF THE END TIMES 
(Luke 21:5-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was adorned with beau�ful 
stones and with gi�s dedicated to God. But Jesus said, 6 “As for what you see here, the �me will 
come when not one stone will be le� on another; every one of them will be thrown down.” 7 
“Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things happen? And what will be the sign that they are 
about to take place?” 8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For many will come in 
my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The �me is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of 
wars and uprisings, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not 
come right away.” 10 Then he said to them: “Na�on will rise against na�on, and kingdom 
against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pes�lences in various places, 
and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 12 “But before all this, they will seize you and 
persecute you. They will hand you over to synagogues and put you in prison, and you will be 
brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my name. 13 And so you will bear 
tes�mony to me. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to 
resist or contradict. 16 You will be betrayed even by parents, brothers and sisters, rela�ves and 
friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 Everyone will hate you because of me. 18 
But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 Stand firm, and you will win life. 20 “When you see 
Jerusalem being surrounded by armies, you will know that its desola�on is near. 21 Then let 
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains, let those in the city get out, and let those in the 
country not enter the city. 22 For this is the �me of punishment in fulfillment of all that has 
been writen. 23 How dreadful it will be in those days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! There will be great distress in the land and wrath against this people. 24 They will fall 
by the sword and will be taken as prisoners to all the na�ons. Jerusalem will be trampled on by 
the Gen�les un�l the �mes of the Gen�les are fulfilled. 25 “There will be signs in the sun, moon 
and stars. On the earth, na�ons will be in anguish and perplexity at the roaring and tossing of 
the sea. 26 People will faint from terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world, for the 
heavenly bodies will be shaken. 27 At that �me they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud 
with power and great glory. 28 When these things begin to take place, stand up and li� up your 
heads, because your redemp�on is drawing near.” 29 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig 
tree and all the trees. 30 When they sprout leaves, you can see for yourselves and know that 
summer is near. 31 Even so, when you see these things happening, you know that the kingdom 
of God is near. 32 “Truly I tell you, this genera�on will certainly not pass away un�l all these 
things have happened. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away. 



34 “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the 
anxie�es of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come on all 
those who live on the face of the whole earth. 36 Be always on the watch, and pray that you 
may be able to escape all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the 
Son of Man.” 37 Each day Jesus was teaching at the temple, and each evening he went out to 
spend the night on the hill called the Mount of Olives, 38 and all the people came early in the 
morning to hear him at the temple. 

THE LAST SUPPER 
(Luke 22:7-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 Then came the day of Unleavened Bread on which the Passover lamb had to be sacrificed. 8 
Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go and make prepara�ons for us to eat the Passover.” 9 
“Where do you want us to prepare for it?” they asked. 10 He replied, “As you enter the city, a 
man carrying a jar of water will meet you. Follow him to the house that he enters, 11 and say to 
the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher asks: Where is the guest room, where I may eat the 
Passover with my disciples?’ 12 He will show you a large room upstairs, all furnished. Make 
prepara�ons there.” 13 They le� and found things just as Jesus had told them. So they prepared 
the Passover. 14 When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. 15 And he 
said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. 16 For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again un�l it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God.” 17 A�er taking the 
cup, he gave thanks and said, “Take this and divide it among you. 18 For I tell you I will not drink 
again from the fruit of the vine un�l the kingdom of God comes.” 19 And he took bread, gave 
thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.” 20 In the same way, a�er the supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 21 But the hand of him who is 
going to betray me is with mine on the table. 22 The Son of Man will go as it has been decreed. 
But woe to that man who betrays him!” 23 They began to ques�on among themselves which of 
them it might be who would do this. 24 A dispute also arose among them as to which of them 
was considered to be greatest. 25 Jesus said to them, “The kings of the Gen�les lord it over 
them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. 26 But you are 
not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one 
who rules like the one who serves. 27 For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one 
who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 28 
You are those who have stood by me in my trials. 29 And I confer on you a kingdom, just as my 
Father conferred one on me, 30 so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom and 
sit on thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 31 “Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to si� all of 
you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you 
have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 33 But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you 



to prison and to death.” 34 Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, 
you will deny three �mes that you know me.” 35 Then Jesus asked them, “When I sent you 
without purse, bag or sandals, did you lack anything?” “Nothing,” they answered. 36 He said to 
them, “But now if you have a purse, take it, and also a bag; and if you don’t have a sword, sell 
your cloak and buy one. 37 It is writen: ‘And he was numbered with the transgressors’; and I 
tell you that this must be fulfilled in me. Yes, what is writen about me is reaching its 
fulfillment.” 38 The disciples said, “See, Lord, here are two swords.” “That’s enough!” he 
replied. 

JESUS PRAYS ON THE MOUNT OF OLIVES 
Luke 22:39-46, New Interna�onal Version) 

39 Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed him. 40 On 
reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall into tempta�on.” 41 He 
withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, knelt down and prayed, 42 “Father, if you are 
willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” 43 An angel from heaven 
appeared to him and strengthened him. 44 And being in anguish, he prayed more earnestly, and 
his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 45 When he rose from prayer and went 
back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow. 46 “Why are you 
sleeping?” he asked them. “Get up and pray so that you will not fall into tempta�on.” 

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS 
(Luke 23:26-43, New Interna�onal Version) 

26 As the soldiers led him away, they seized Simon from Cyrene, who was on his way in from the 
country, and put the cross on him and made him carry it behind Jesus. 27 A large number of 
people followed him, including women who mourned and wailed for him. 28 Jesus turned and 
said to them, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for me; weep for yourselves and for your 
children. 29 For the �me will come when you will say, ‘Blessed are the childless women, the 
wombs that never bore and the breasts that never nursed!’ 30 Then “‘they will say to the 
mountains, “Fall on us!” and to the hills, “Cover us!”’ 31 For if people do these things when the 
tree is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 32 Two other men, both criminals, were also led 
out with him to be executed. 33 When they came to the place called the Skull, they crucified 
him there, along with the criminals—one on his right, the other on his le�. 34 Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.” And they divided up his 
clothes by cas�ng lots. 35 The people stood watching, and the rulers even sneered at him. They 
said, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is God’s Messiah, the Chosen One.” 36 The 
soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine vinegar 37 and said, “If you are 
the king of the Jews, save yourself.” 38 There was a writen no�ce above him, which read: THIS 
IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.39 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him: “Aren’t 



you the Messiah? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other criminal rebuked him. “Don’t you fear 
God,” he said, “since you are under the same sentence? 41 We are punished justly, for we are 
ge�ng what our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said, “Jesus, 
remember me when you come into your kingdom.” 43 Jesus answered him, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be with me in paradise.” 

ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS 
(Luke 24:13-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened. 15 
As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him. 17 He asked them, “What are 
you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood s�ll, their faces downcast. 18 One of 
them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the only one visi�ng Jerusalem who does not know 
the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 “What things?” he asked. “About Jesus 
of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before God and all 
the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death, and 
they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. 
And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addi�on, some of our women 
amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. They came 
and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then some of our 
companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did not see 
Jesus.” 25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets 
have spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself. 28 As they approached the village to which they were going, 
Jesus con�nued on as if he were going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for 
it is nearly evening; the day is almost over.” So he went in to stay with them. 30 When he was at 
the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. 32 They 
asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road 
and opened the Scriptures to us?” 33 They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There 
they found the Eleven and those with them, assembled together 34 and saying, “It is true! The 
Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.” 35 Then the two told what had happened on the 
way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he broke the bread. 

JESUS APPEARS TO THE DISCIPLES 
(Luke 24:36-49, New Interna�onal Version) 



36 While they were s�ll talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, 
“Peace be with you.” 37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He 
said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my 
hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones, as 
you see I have.” 40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while 
they s�ll did not believe it because of joy and amazement, he asked them, “Do you have 
anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it and ate it in 
their presence. 44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was s�ll with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is writen about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 45 
Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is 
what is writen: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all na�ons, beginning at 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father has 
promised; but stay in the city un�l you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

BREAKING COVENANT THROUGH DIVORCE 
(Malachi 2:10-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 Do we not all have one Father? Did not one God create us? Why do we profane the covenant 
of our ancestors by being unfaithful to one another? 11 Judah has been unfaithful. A detestable 
thing has been commited in Israel and in Jerusalem: Judah has desecrated the sanctuary the 
Lord loves by marrying women who worship a foreign god. 12 As for the man who does this, 
whoever he may be, may the Lord remove him from the tents of Jacob—even though he brings 
an offering to the Lord Almighty. 13 Another thing you do: You flood the Lord’s altar with tears. 
You weep and wail because he no longer looks with favor on your offerings or accepts them 
with pleasure from your hands. 14 You ask, “Why?” It is because the Lord is the witness 
between you and the wife of your youth. You have been unfaithful to her, though she is your 
partner, the wife of your marriage covenant. 15 Has not the one God made you? You belong to 
him in body and spirit. And what does the one God seek? Godly offspring. So be on your guard, 
and do not be unfaithful to the wife of your youth. 16 “The man who hates and divorces his 
wife,” says the Lord, the God of Israel, “does violence to the one he should protect,” says the 
Lord Almighty. So be on your guard, and do not be unfaithful. 

BREAKING COVENANT THROUGH INJUSTICE 
(Malachi 2:17-3:5, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 You have wearied the Lord with your words. “How have we wearied him?” you ask. By 
saying, “All who do evil are good in the eyes of the Lord, and he is pleased with them” or 
“Where is the God of jus�ce?” 3 “I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before 
me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will come to his temple; the messenger of the 



covenant, whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty. 2 But who can endure the day 
of his coming? Who can stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire or a 
launderer’s soap. 3 He will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver; he will purify the Levites and 
refine them like gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will bring offerings in 
righteousness, 4 and the offerings of Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in 
days gone by, as in former years. 5 “So I will come to put you on trial. I will be quick to tes�fy 
against sorcerers, adulterers and perjurers, against those who defraud laborers of their wages, 
who oppress the widows and the fatherless, and deprive the foreigners among you of jus�ce, 
but do not fear me,” says the Lord Almighty. 

BREAKING COVENANT BY WITHHOLDING TITHES 
(Malachi 3:6-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since 
the �me of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to 
return?’ 8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 
you?’ “In �thes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole na�on—because you are 
robbing me. 10 Bring the whole �the into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will 
prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit 
before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the na�ons will call you blessed, for yours 
will be a deligh�ul land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

JUDGMENT AND COVENANT RENEWAL 
(Malachi 4:1-5, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be 
stubble, and the day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the Lord Almighty. “Not a root or 
a branch will be le� to them. 2 But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will 
rise with healing in its rays. And you will go out and frolic like well-fed calves. 3 Then you will 
trample on the wicked; they will be ashes under the soles of your feet on the day when I act,” 
says the Lord Almighty. 4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the decrees and laws I gave 
him at Horeb for all Israel. 5 “See, I will send the prophet Elijah to you before that great and 
dreadful day of the Lord comes. 6 He will turn the hearts of the parents to their children, and 
the hearts of the children to their parents; or else I will come and strike the land with total 
destruc�on.” 



BREAKING COVENANT BY WITHHOLDING TITHES 
(Malachi 6:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 “I the Lord do not change. So you, the descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever since 
the �me of your ancestors you have turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you,” says the Lord Almighty. “But you ask, ‘How are we to 
return?’ 8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. “But you ask, ‘How are we robbing 
you?’ “In �thes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole na�on—because you are 
robbing me. 10 Bring the whole �the into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. 
Test me in this,” says the Lord Almighty, “and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of 
heaven and pour out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it. 11 I will 
prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not drop their fruit 
before it is ripe,” says the Lord Almighty. 12 “Then all the na�ons will call you blessed, for yours 
will be a deligh�ul land,” says the Lord Almighty. 

JESUS CALLS LEVI AND EATS WITH SINNERS 
(Mark 2:13-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Once again Jesus went out beside the lake. A large crowd came to him, and he began to 
teach them. 14 As he walked along, he saw Levi son of Alphaeus si�ng at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” Jesus told him, and Levi got up and followed him. 15 While Jesus was 
having dinner at Levi’s house, many tax collectors and sinners were ea�ng with him and his 
disciples, for there were many who followed him. 16 When the teachers of the law who were 
Pharisees saw him ea�ng with the sinners and tax collectors, they asked his disciples: “Why 
does he eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 17 On hearing this, Jesus said to them, “It is not 
the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

JESUS ACCUSED BY HIS FAMILY AND BY TEACHERS OF THE LAW 
(Mark 3:20-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 Then Jesus entered a house, and again a crowd gathered, so that he and his disciples were 
not even able to eat. 21 When his family heard about this, they went to take charge of him, for 
they said, “He is out of his mind.” 22 And the teachers of the law who came down from 
Jerusalem said, “He is possessed by Beelzebul! By the prince of demons he is driving out 
demons.” 23 So Jesus called them over to him and began to speak to them in parables: “How 
can Satan drive out Satan? 24 If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 
25 If a house is divided against itself, that house cannot stand. 26 And if Satan opposes himself 
and is divided, he cannot stand; his end has come. 27 In fact, no one can enter a strong man’s 
house without first tying him up. Then he can plunder the strong man’s house. 28 Truly I tell 
you, people can be forgiven all their sins and every slander they uter, 29 but whoever 



blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will never be forgiven; they are guilty of an eternal sin.” 30 
He said this because they were saying, “He has an impure spirit.” 31 Then Jesus’ mother and 
brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in to call him. 32 A crowd was si�ng 
around him, and they told him, “Your mother and brothers are outside looking for you.” 33 
“Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked. 34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle 
around him and said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my 
brother and sister and mother.” 

THAT WHICH DEFILES 
(Mark 7:1-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 The Pharisees and some of the teachers of the law who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around Jesus 2 and saw some of his disciples ea�ng food with hands that were defiled, that is, 
unwashed. 3 (The Pharisees and all the Jews do not eat unless they give their hands a 
ceremonial washing, holding to the tradi�on of the elders. 4 When they come from the 
marketplace they do not eat unless they wash. And they observe many other tradi�ons, such as 
the washing of cups, pitchers and ketles.) 5 So the Pharisees and teachers of the law asked 
Jesus, “Why don’t your disciples live according to the tradi�on of the elders instead of ea�ng 
their food with defiled hands?” 6 He replied, “Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you 
hypocrites; as it is writen: “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from 
me. 7 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’ 8 You have let go of the 
commands of God and are holding on to human tradi�ons.” 9 And he con�nued, “You have a 
fine way of se�ng aside the commands of God in order to observe your own tradi�ons! 10 For 
Moses said, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ and, ‘Anyone who curses their father or mother is 
to be put to death.’ 11 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have been used to 
help their father or mother is Corban (that is, devoted to God)— 12 then you no longer let them 
do anything for their father or mother. 13 Thus you nullify the word of God by your tradi�on 
that you have handed down. And you do many things like that.” 14 Again Jesus called the crowd 
to him and said, “Listen to me, everyone, and understand this. 15 Nothing outside a person can 
defile them by going into them. Rather, it is what comes out of a person that defiles them.” 17 
A�er he had le� the crowd and entered the house, his disciples asked him about this parable. 
18 “Are you so dull?” he asked. “Don’t you see that nothing that enters a person from the 
outside can defile them? 19 For it doesn’t go into their heart but into their stomach, and then 
out of the body.” (In saying this, Jesus declared all foods clean.) 20 He went on: “What comes 
out of a person is what defiles them. 21 For it is from within, out of a person’s heart, that evil 
thoughts come—sexual immorality, the�, murder, 22 adultery, greed, malice, deceit, lewdness, 
envy, slander, arrogance and folly. 23 All these evils come from inside and defile a person.” 



JESUS PREDICTS HIS DEATH 
(Mark 8:31-33, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and a�er 
three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him. 33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get 
behind me, Satan!” he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human 
concerns.” 

THE WAY OF THE CROSS 
(Mark 8:34-9:1, New Interna�onal Version) 

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 36 
What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul? 38 If anyone is ashamed of me and my words in this 
adulterous and sinful genera�on, the Son of Man will be ashamed of them when he comes in 
his Father’s glory with the holy angels.” 
9 And he said to them, “Truly I tell you, some who are standing here will not taste death before 
they see that the kingdom of God has come with power.” 

JESUS HEALS A BOY POSSESSED BY AN IMPURE SPIRIT 
(Mark 9:14-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 When they came to the other disciples, they saw a large crowd around them and the 
teachers of the law arguing with them. 15 As soon as all the people saw Jesus, they were 
overwhelmed with wonder and ran to greet him. 16 “What are you arguing with them about?” 
he asked. 17 A man in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought you my son, who is possessed 
by a spirit that has robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it seizes him, it throws him to the 
ground. He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples to 
drive out the spirit, but they could not.” 19 “You unbelieving genera�on,” Jesus replied, “how 
long shall I stay with you? How long shall I put up with you? Bring the boy to me.” 20 So they 
brought him. When the spirit saw Jesus, it immediately threw the boy into a convulsion. He fell 
to the ground and rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How 
long has he been like this?” “From childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has o�en thrown him into 
fire or water to kill him. But if you can do anything, take pity on us and help us.” 23 “‘If you 
can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” 24 Immediately the boy’s father 
exclaimed, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus saw that a crowd was 



running to the scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I 
command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed 
him violently and came out. The boy looked so much like a corpse that many said, “He’s dead.” 
27 But Jesus took him by the hand and li�ed him to his feet, and he stood up. 28 A�er Jesus had 
gone indoors, his disciples asked him privately, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 29 He replied, 
“This kind can come out only by prayer.” 

THE LITTLE CHILDREN AND JESUS 
(Mark 10:13-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 People were bringing litle children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them, but the 
disciples rebuked them. 14 When Jesus saw this, he was indignant. He said to them, “Let the 
litle children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as 
these. 15 Truly I tell you, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a litle child will 
never enter it.” 16 And he took the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed 
them. 

THE REQUEST OF JAMES AND JOHN 
(Mark 10:35-44, New Interna�onal Version) 

The Request of James and John 
35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we want you 
to do for us whatever we ask.” 36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked. 37 They 
replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your le� in your glory.” 38 “You don’t 
know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be bap�zed with the 
bap�sm I am bap�zed with?” 39 “We can,” they answered. Jesus said to them, “You will drink 
the cup I drink and be bap�zed with the bap�sm I am bap�zed with, 40 but to sit at my right or 
le� is not for me to grant. These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 41 
When the ten heard about this, they became indignant with James and John. 42 Jesus called 
them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gen�les lord it 
over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. 43 Not so with you. Instead, 
whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever wants to be 
first must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

JESUS CURSES A FIG TREE AND CLEARS THE TEMPLE COURTS 
(Mark 11:12-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 The next day as they were leaving Bethany, Jesus was hungry. 13 Seeing in the distance a fig 
tree in leaf, he went to find out if it had any fruit. When he reached it, he found nothing but 
leaves, because it was not the season for figs. 14 Then he said to the tree, “May no one ever eat 



fruit from you again.” And his disciples heard him say it. 15 On reaching Jerusalem, Jesus 
entered the temple courts and began driving out those who were buying and selling there. He 
overturned the tables of the money changers and the benches of those selling doves, 16 and 
would not allow anyone to carry merchandise through the temple courts. 17 And as he taught 
them, he said, “Is it not writen: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all na�ons’? But 
you have made it ‘a den of robbers.’” 18 The chief priests and the teachers of the law heard this 
and began looking for a way to kill him, for they feared him, because the whole crowd was 
amazed at his teaching. 19 When evening came, Jesus and his disciples went out of the city. 20 
In the morning, as they went along, they saw the fig tree withered from the roots. 21 Peter 
remembered and said to Jesus, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree you cursed has withered!” 22 “Have 
faith in God,” Jesus answered. 23 “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw 
yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will 
happen, it will be done for them. 24 Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe 
that you have received it, and it will be yours. 25 And when you stand praying, if you hold 
anything against anyone, forgive them, so that your Father in heaven may forgive you your sins.” 

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 
(Mark 12:28-34, New Interna�onal Version) 

28 One of the teachers of the law came and heard them deba�ng. No�cing that Jesus had given 
them a good answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which is the most important?” 
29 “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one. 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
There is no commandment greater than these.” 32 “Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You 
are right in saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To love him with all your 
heart, with all your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as 
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.” 34 When Jesus saw that he 
had answered wisely, he said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from then 
on no one dared ask him any more ques�ons. 

THE DAY AND HOUR UNKNOWN 
(Mark 13:32-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

32 “But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 33 Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that �me will come. 34 It’s like 
a man going away: He leaves his house and puts his servants in charge, each with their assigned 
task, and tells the one at the door to keep watch. 35 “Therefore keep watch because you do not 
know when the owner of the house will come back—whether in the evening, or at midnight, or 



when the rooster crows, or at dawn. 36 If he comes suddenly, do not let him find you sleeping. 
37 What I say to you, I say to everyone: ‘Watch!’” 

JESUS BEFORE THE SANHEDRIN 
(Mark 14:53-65, New Interna�onal Version) 

Jesus Anointed at Bethany 
53 They took Jesus to the high priest, and all the chief priests, the elders and the teachers of the 
law came together. 54 Peter followed him at a distance, right into the courtyard of the high 
priest. There he sat with the guards and warmed himself at the fire. 55 The chief priests and the 
whole Sanhedrin were looking for evidence against Jesus so that they could put him to death, 
but they did not find any. 56 Many tes�fied falsely against him, but their statements did not 
agree. 57 Then some stood up and gave this false tes�mony against him: 58 “We heard him say, 
‘I will destroy this temple made with human hands and in three days will build another, not 
made with hands.’” 59 Yet even then their tes�mony did not agree. 60 Then the high priest 
stood up before them and asked Jesus, “Are you not going to answer? What is this tes�mony 
that these men are bringing against you?” 61 But Jesus remained silent and gave no answer. 
Again the high priest asked him, “Are you the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?” 62 “I am,” 
said Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man si�ng at the right hand of the Mighty One and 
coming on the clouds of heaven.” 63 The high priest tore his clothes. “Why do we need any 
more witnesses?” he asked. 64 “You have heard the blasphemy. What do you think?” They all 
condemned him as worthy of death. 65 Then some began to spit at him; they blindfolded him, 
struck him with their fists, and said, “Prophesy!” And the guards took him and beat him. 

JESUS HAS RISEN 
(Mark 16:1-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome 
bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the 
week, just a�er sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who 
will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 But when they looked up, they saw 
that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As they entered the tomb, they 
saw a young man dressed in a white robe si�ng on the right side, and they were alarmed. 6 
“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 
risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He 
is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’” 8 Trembling and 
bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to anyone, 
because they were afraid. 9 When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared 
first to Mary Magdalene, out of whom he had driven seven demons. 10 She went and told those 
who had been with him and who were mourning and weeping. 11 When they heard that Jesus 



was alive and that she had seen him, they did not believe it. 12 A�erward Jesus appeared in a 
different form to two of them while they were walking in the country. 13 These returned and 
reported it to the rest; but they did not believe them either. 14 Later Jesus appeared to the 
Eleven as they were ea�ng; he rebuked them for their lack of faith and their stubborn refusal to 
believe those who had seen him a�er he had risen. 15 He said to them, “Go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to all crea�on. 16 Whoever believes and is bap�zed will be saved, but 
whoever does not believe will be condemned. 17 And these signs will accompany those who 
believe: In my name they will drive out demons; they will speak in new tongues; 18 they will 
pick up snakes with their hands; and when they drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them at all; 
they will place their hands on sick people, and they will get well.” 19 A�er the Lord Jesus had 
spoken to them, he was taken up into heaven and he sat at the right hand of God. 20 Then the 
disciples went out and preached everywhere, and the Lord worked with them and confirmed his 
word by the signs that accompanied it. 

JESUS CALMS THE STORM 
(Mathew 8:23-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 24 Suddenly a furious storm came 
up on the lake, so that the waves swept over the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 25 The disciples 
went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to drown!” 26 He replied, “You of litle 
faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was 
completely calm. 27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the 
winds and the waves obey him!” 

THE GENEALOGY OF JESUS THE MESSIAH 
(Mathew 1:1-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham: 2 Abraham 
was the father of Isaac, Isaac the father of Jacob, Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers, 3 
Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar, Perez the father of Hezron, 
Hezron the father of Ram, 4 Ram the father of Amminadab, Amminadab the father of Nahshon, 
Nahshon the father of Salmon, 5 Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab, Boaz the 
father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth, Obed the father of Jesse, 6 and Jesse the father of 
King David. David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah’s wife, 7 Solomon 
the father of Rehoboam, Rehoboam the father of Abijah, Abijah the father of Asa, 8 Asa the 
father of Jehoshaphat, Jehoshaphat the father of Jehoram, Jehoram the father of Uzziah, 9 
Uzziah the father of Jotham, Jotham the father of Ahaz, Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10 
Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, Manasseh the father of Amon, Amon the father of Josiah, 11 
and Josiah the father of Jeconiah and his brothers at the �me of the exile to Babylon. 12 A�er 
the exile to Babylon: Jeconiah was the father of Sheal�el, Sheal�el the father of Zerubbabel, 13 



Zerubbabel the father of Abihud, Abihud the father of Eliakim, Eliakim the father of Azor, 14 
Azor the father of Zadok, Zadok the father of Akim, Akim the father of Elihud, 15 Elihud the 
father of Eleazar, Eleazar the father of Mathan, Mathan the father of Jacob, 16 and Jacob the 
father of Joseph, the husband of Mary, and Mary was the mother of Jesus who is called the 
Messiah. 17 Thus there were fourteen genera�ons in all from Abraham to David, fourteen from 
David to the exile to Babylon, and fourteen from the exile to the Messiah. 

JESUS IS TESTED IN THE WILDERNESS 
(Mathew 4:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 A�er fas�ng 
forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the 
Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” 4 Jesus answered, “It is writen: ‘Man shall not 
live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil 
took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. 6 “If you are the 
Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is writen: “‘He will command his angels 
concerning you, and they will li� you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot 
against a stone.’” 7 Jesus answered him, “It is also writen: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 
test.’” 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of 
the world and their splendor. 9 “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and 
worship me.” 10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is writen: ‘Worship the Lord 
your God, and serve him only.’” 11 Then the devil le� him, and angels came and atended him. 

JESUS CALLS HIS FIRST DISCIPLES 
(Mathew 4:18-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 As Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon called Peter and 
his brother Andrew. They were cas�ng a net into the lake, for they were fishermen. 19 “Come, 
follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” 20 At once they le� their nets 
and followed him. 21 Going on from there, he saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee 
and his brother John. They were in a boat with their father Zebedee, preparing their nets. Jesus 
called them, 22 and immediately they le� the boat and their father and followed him. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE SERMON ON THE MOUNT 
(Mathew 5:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples 
came to him, 2 and he began to teach them. He said: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs 
is the kingdom of heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 5 Blessed 
are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they will be filled. 7 Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy. 8 



Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will 
be called children of God. 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you 
and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great 
is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before 
you. 

SALT AND LIGHT 
(Mathew 5:13-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its sal�ness, how can it be made salty 
again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 14 
“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people 
light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to 
everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 
your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

THE FULFILLMENT OF THE LAW 
(Mathew 5:17-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, un�l heaven and earth disappear, not the 
smallest leter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law un�l 
everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of these 
commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but 
whoever prac�ces and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers 
of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

MURDER 
(Mathew 5:21-26, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 “You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘You shall not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject to judgment.’ 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with a 
brother or sister will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, 
‘Raca,’ is answerable to the court. And anyone who says, ‘You fool!’ will be in danger of the fire 
of hell. 23 “Therefore, if you are offering your gi� at the altar and there remember that your 
brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gi� there in front of the altar. First go 
and be reconciled to them; then come and offer your gi�. 25 “Setle maters quickly with your 
adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are s�ll together on the way, or your 
adversary may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and 



you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out un�l you have paid the 
last penny. 

ADULTERY 
(Mathew 5:27-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.’ 28 But I tell you that 
anyone who looks at a woman lus�ully has already commited adultery with her in his heart. 29 
If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is beter for you to 
lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right 
hand causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is beter for you to lose one part of 
your body than for your whole body to go into hell. 

DIVORCE 
(Mathew 5:31-32, New Interna�onal Version) 
31 “It has been said, ‘Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a cer�ficate of divorce.’ 32 But 
I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, makes her the vic�m 
of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced woman commits adultery. 

OATHS 
(Mathew 5:33-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

33 “Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but 
fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ 34 But I tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either 
by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it 
is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one 
hair white or black. 37 All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes 
from the evil one. 

EYE FOR EYE 
(Mathew 5:38-42, New Interna�onal Version) 

38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39 But I tell you, do not 
resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn to them the other cheek also. 
40 And if anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41 If anyone 
forces you to go one mile, go with them two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks you, and do not 
turn away from the one who wants to borrow from you. 

LOVE FOR ENEMIES 
(Mathew 5:43-48, New Interna�onal Version) 

43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your 



Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the 
righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are 
not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48 Be perfect, therefore, as your 
heavenly Father is perfect. 

GIVING TO THE NEEDY 
(Mathew 6:1-4, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 “Be careful not to prac�ce your righteousness in front of others to be seen by them. If you do, 
you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. 2 “So when you give to the needy, do not 
announce it with trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be 
honored by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you give 
to the needy, do not let your le� hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving 
may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 

PRAYER 
(Mathew 6:5-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 “And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites, for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and on the street corners to be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received 
their reward in full. 6 But when you pray, go into your room, close the door and pray to your 
Father, who is unseen. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. 7 
And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need 
before you ask him. 9 “This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be 
your name, 10 your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 11 Give us 
today our daily bread. 12 And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. 13 And 
lead us not into tempta�on, but deliver us from the evil one.’ 14 For if you forgive other people 
when they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 
forgive others their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

FASTING 
(Mathew 6:16-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 “When you fast, do not look somber as the hypocrites do, for they disfigure their faces to 
show others they are fas�ng. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 17 But 
when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18 so that it will not be obvious to 
others that you are fas�ng, but only to your Father, who is unseen; and your Father, who sees 
what is done in secret, will reward you. 



TREASURES IN HEAVEN 
(Mathew 6:19-24, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and 
where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where 
moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes 
are healthy, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy, your whole 
body will be full of darkness. If then the light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 
be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

DO NOT WORRY 
(Mathew 6:25-34, New Interna�onal Version) 

25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your 
body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look 
at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly 
Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your life? 28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the 
flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all 
his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, 
which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you—
you of litle faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run a�er all these things, and your heavenly Father 
knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow 
will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

JUDGING OTHERS 
(Mathew 7:1-6, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 “Do not judge, or you too will be judged. 2 For in the same way you judge others, you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you. 3 “Why do you look at the 
speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no aten�on to the plank in your own eye? 4 
How can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ when all the �me 
there is a plank in your own eye? 5 You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your own eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother’s eye. 6 “Do not give dogs what 
is sacred; do not throw your pearls to pigs. If you do, they may trample them under their feet, 
and turn and tear you to pieces. 



ASK, SEEK, KNOCK 
(Mathew 7:7-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. 8 For everyone who asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened. 9 “Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone? 10 
Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake? 11 If you, then, though you are evil, know how to 
give good gi�s to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give good gi�s to 
those who ask him! 12 So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for 
this sums up the Law and the Prophets. 

TRUE AND FALSE DISCIPLES 
(Mathew 7:21-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the 
one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name drive out demons and in your name 
perform many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 

THE CALLING OF MATTHEW 
(Mathew 9:9-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Mathew si�ng at the tax collector’s 
booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Mathew got up and followed him. 10 While Jesus was 
having dinner at Mathew’s house, many tax collectors and sinners came and ate with him and 
his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ 
For I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners.” 

THE WORKERS ARE FEW 
(Mathew 9:35-38, New Interna�onal Version) 

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 
good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a 
shepherd. 37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plen�ful but the workers are few. 38 
Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

JESUS SENDS OUT THE TWELVE 
(Mathew 10:1-42, New Interna�onal Version) 



10 Jesus called his twelve disciples to him and gave them authority to drive out impure spirits 
and to heal every disease and sickness. 2 These are the names of the twelve apostles: first, 
Simon (who is called Peter) and his brother Andrew; James son of Zebedee, and his brother 
John; 3 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Mathew the tax collector; James son of Alphaeus, 
and Thaddaeus; 4 Simon the Zealot and Judas Iscariot, who betrayed him. 5 These twelve Jesus 
sent out with the following instruc�ons: “Do not go among the Gen�les or enter any town of 
the Samaritans. 6 Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. 7 As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The 
kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have 
leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. 9 “Do not get any gold or silver 
or copper to take with you in your belts— 10 no bag for the journey or extra shirt or sandals or 
a staff, for the worker is worth his keep. 11 Whatever town or village you enter, search there for 
some worthy person and stay at their house un�l you leave. 12 As you enter the home, give it 
your gree�ng. 13 If the home is deserving, let your peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace 
return to you. 14 If anyone will not welcome you or listen to your words, leave that home or 
town and shake the dust off your feet. 15 Truly I tell you, it will be more bearable for Sodom and 
Gomorrah on the day of judgment than for that town. 16 “I am sending you out like sheep 
among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves. 17 Be on your 
guard; you will be handed over to the local councils and be flogged in the synagogues. 18 On my 
account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the 
Gen�les. 19 But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that 
�me you will be given what to say, 20 for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your 
Father speaking through you. 21 “Brother will betray brother to death, and a father his child; 
children will rebel against their parents and have them put to death. 22 You will be hated by 
everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be saved. 23 When you 
are persecuted in one place, flee to another. Truly I tell you, you will not finish going through the 
towns of Israel before the Son of Man comes. 24 “The student is not above the teacher, nor a 
servant above his master. 25 It is enough for students to be like their teachers, and servants like 
their masters. If the head of the house has been called Beelzebul, how much more the members 
of his household! 26 “So do not be afraid of them, for there is nothing concealed that will not 
be disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 27 What I tell you in the dark, speak in the 
daylight; what is whispered in your ear, proclaim from the roofs. 28 Do not be afraid of those 
who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be afraid of the One who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell. 29 Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to 
the ground outside your Father’s care. 30 And even the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. 31 So don’t be afraid; you are worth more than many sparrows. 32 “Whoever 
acknowledges me before others, I will also acknowledge before my Father in heaven. 33 But 
whoever disowns me before others, I will disown before my Father in heaven. 34 “Do not 
suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a 



sword. 35 For I have come to turn “‘a man against his father, a daughter against her mother, 
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his 
own household.’ 37 “Anyone who loves their father or mother more than me is not worthy of 
me; anyone who loves their son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me. 38 Whoever 
does not take up their cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds their life will 
lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 40 “Anyone who welcomes you 
welcomes me, and anyone who welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. 41 Whoever 
welcomes a prophet as a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward, and whoever welcomes a 
righteous person as a righteous person will receive a righteous person’s reward. 42 And if 
anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these litle ones who is my disciple, truly I tell 
you, that person will certainly not lose their reward.” 

THE FATHER REVEALED IN THE SON 
(Mathew 11:25-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

25 At that �me Jesus said, “I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to litle children. 26 Yes, 
Father, for this is what you were pleased to do. 27 “All things have been commited to me by my 
Father. No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son 
and those to whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 “Come to me, all you who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle 
and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy and my burden 
is light.” 

JESUS AND BEELZEBUL 
(Mathew 12:22-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 Then they brought him a demon-possessed man who was blind and mute, and Jesus healed 
him, so that he could both talk and see. 23 All the people were astonished and said, “Could this 
be the Son of David?” 24 But when the Pharisees heard this, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, 
the prince of demons, that this fellow drives out demons.” 25 Jesus knew their thoughts and 
said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself will be ruined, and every city or household 
divided against itself will not stand. 26 If Satan drives out Satan, he is divided against himself. 
How then can his kingdom stand? 27 And if I drive out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your 
people drive them out? So then, they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I 
drive out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 29 “Or again, how can anyone 
enter a strong man’s house and carry off his possessions unless he first �es up the strong man? 
Then he can plunder his house. 30 “Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does 
not gather with me scaters. 31 And so I tell you, every kind of sin and slander can be forgiven, 
but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Anyone who speaks a word against the 



Son of Man will be forgiven, but anyone who speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, 
either in this age or in the age to come. 33 “Make a tree good and its fruit will be good, or make 
a tree bad and its fruit will be bad, for a tree is recognized by its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers, 
how can you who are evil say anything good? For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of. 35 
A good man brings good things out of the good stored up in him, and an evil man brings evil 
things out of the evil stored up in him. 36 But I tell you that everyone will have to give account 
on the day of judgment for every empty word they have spoken. 37 For by your words you will 
be acquited, and by your words you will be condemned.” 

JESUS’ MOTHER AND BROTHERS 
(Mathew 12:46-50, New Interna�onal Version) 

46 While Jesus was s�ll talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wan�ng to 
speak to him. 47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wan�ng 
to speak to you.” 48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 
Poin�ng to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does 
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.” 

THE PARABLE OF THE SOWER 
(Mathew 13:1-9, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered 
around him that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people stood on the shore. 3 Then 
he told them many things in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4 As he was 
scatering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 
6 But when the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they withered because they had no 
root. 7 Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 8 S�ll other seed 
fell on good soil, where it produced a crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty �mes what was sown. 9 
Whoever has ears, let them hear." 

THE PARABLE OF THE WEEDS 
(Mathew 13:24-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good 
seed in his field. 25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among 
the wheat, and went away. 26 When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds 
also appeared. 27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in 
your field? Where then did the weeds come from?’ 28 “‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. “The 
servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 29 “‘No,’ he answered, ‘because 
while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let both grow 



together un�l the harvest. At that �me I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and �e 
them in bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’” 

THE PARABLE OF THE NET 
(Mathew 13:47-2, New Interna�onal Version) 

47 “Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was let down into the lake and caught 
all kinds of fish. 48 When it was full, the fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they sat 
down and collected the good fish in baskets, but threw the bad away. 49 This is how it will be at 
the end of the age. The angels will come and separate the wicked from the righteous 50 and 
throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 51 
“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. “Yes,” they replied. 52 He said to them, 
“Therefore every teacher of the law who has become a disciple in the kingdom of heaven is like 
the owner of a house who brings out of his storeroom new treasures as well as old.” 

JESUS FEEDS THE FIVE THOUSAND 
(Mathew 14:13-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 When Jesus heard what had happened, he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 
Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 14 When Jesus landed and 
saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 15 As evening 
approached, the disciples came to him and said, “This is a remote place, and it’s already ge�ng 
late. Send the crowds away, so they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 16 
Jesus replied, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 “We have 
here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 18 “Bring them here to me,” he 
said. 19 And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the two 
fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the loaves. Then he gave them to the 
disciples, and the disciples gave them to the people. 20 They all ate and were sa�sfied, and the 
disciples picked up twelve baske�uls of broken pieces that were le� over. 21 The number of 
those who ate was about five thousand men, besides women and children. 

JESUS WALKS ON THE WATER 
(Mathew 14:22-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other 
side, while he dismissed the crowd. 23 A�er he had dismissed them, he went up on a 
mountainside by himself to pray. Later that night, he was there alone, 24 and the boat was 
already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against 
it. 25 Shortly before dawn Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26 When the disciples 
saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. “It’s a ghost,” they said, and cried out in fear. 
27 But Jesus immediately said to them: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s 



you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got 
down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the 
wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus 
reached out his hand and caught him. “You of litle faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” 32 And 
when they climbed into the boat, the wind died down. 33 Then those who were in the boat 
worshiped him, saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.” 34 When they had crossed over, they 
landed at Gennesaret. 35 And when the men of that place recognized Jesus, they sent word to 
all the surrounding country. People brought all their sick to him 36 and begged him to let the 
sick just touch the edge of his cloak, and all who touched it were healed. 

THAT WHICH DEFILES 
(Mathew 15:1-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Then some Pharisees and teachers of the law came to Jesus from Jerusalem and asked, 2 
“Why do your disciples break the tradi�on of the elders? They don’t wash their hands before 
they eat!” 3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your 
tradi�on? 4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’ and ‘Anyone who curses their father 
or mother is to be put to death.’ 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have 
been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their 
father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradi�on. 7 You 
hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 “‘These people honor me with 
their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are 
merely human rules.’” 10 Jesus called the crowd to him and said, “Listen and understand. 11 
What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of their mouth, 
that is what defiles them.” 12 Then the disciples came to him and asked, “Do you know that the 
Pharisees were offended when they heard this?” 13 He replied, “Every plant that my heavenly 
Father has not planted will be pulled up by the roots. 14 Leave them; they are blind guides. If 
the blind lead the blind, both will fall into a pit.” 15 Peter said, “Explain the parable to us.” 16 
“Are you s�ll so dull?” Jesus asked them. 17 “Don’t you see that whatever enters the mouth 
goes into the stomach and then out of the body? 18 But the things that come out of a person’s 
mouth come from the heart, and these defile them. 19 For out of the heart come evil 
thoughts—murder, adultery, sexual immorality, the�, false tes�mony, slander. 20 These are 
what defile a person; but ea�ng with unwashed hands does not defile them.” 

PETER DECLARES THAT JESUS IS THE MESSIAH 
(Mathew 16:13-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people 
say the Son of Man is?” 14 They replied, “Some say John the Bap�st; others say Elijah; and s�ll 
others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 15 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say 



I am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” 17 Jesus 
replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and 
blood, but by my Father in heaven. 18 And I tell you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. 19 I will give you the keys of the 
kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you 
loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 20 Then he ordered his disciples not to tell anyone that 
he was the Messiah. 

  

JESUS HEALS A DEMON-POSSESSED BOY 
(Mathew 17:14-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 When they came to the crowd, a man approached Jesus and knelt before him. 15 “Lord, have 
mercy on my son,” he said. “He has seizures and is suffering greatly. He o�en falls into the fire or 
into the water. 16 I brought him to your disciples, but they could not heal him.” 17 “You 
unbelieving and perverse genera�on,” Jesus replied, “how long shall I stay with you? How long 
shall I put up with you? Bring the boy here to me.” 18 Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came 
out of the boy, and he was healed at that moment. 19 Then the disciples came to Jesus in 
private and asked, “Why couldn’t we drive it out?” 20 He replied, “Because you have so litle 
faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, 
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. Nothing will be impossible for you.” 

CAUSING TO STUMBLE 
(Mathew 18:6-9, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 “If anyone causes one of these litle ones—those who believe in me—to stumble, it would be 
beter for them to have a large millstone hung around their neck and to be drowned in the 
depths of the sea. 7 Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to stumble! Such 
things must come, but woe to the person through whom they come! 8 If your hand or your foot 
causes you to stumble, cut it off and throw it away. It is beter for you to enter life maimed or 
crippled than to have two hands or two feet and be thrown into eternal fire. 9 And if your eye 
causes you to stumble, gouge it out and throw it away. It is beter for you to enter life with one 
eye than to have two eyes and be thrown into the fire of hell. 

DEALING WITH SIN IN THE CHURCH 
(Mathew 18:15-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If 
they listen to you, you have won them over. 16 But if they will not listen, take one or two others 
along, so that ‘every mater may be established by the tes�mony of two or three witnesses.’ 17 
If they s�ll refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, 



treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector. 18 “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on 
earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 
“Again, truly I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything they ask for, it will be 
done for them by my Father in heaven. 20 For where two or three gather in my name, there am 
I with them.” 

THE PARABLE OF THE UNMERCIFUL SERVANT 
(Mathew 18:21-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many �mes shall I forgive my brother or 
sister who sins against me? Up to seven �mes?” 22 Jesus answered, “I tell you, not seven �mes, 
but seventy-seven �mes. 23 “Therefore, the kingdom of heaven is like a king who wanted to 
setle accounts with his servants. 24 As he began the setlement, a man who owed him ten 
thousand bags of gold was brought to him. 25 Since he was not able to pay, the master ordered 
that he and his wife and his children and all that he had be sold to repay the debt. 26 “At this 
the servant fell on his knees before him. ‘Be pa�ent with me,’ he begged, ‘and I will pay back 
everything.’ 27 The servant’s master took pity on him, canceled the debt and let him go. 28 “But 
when that servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred silver 
coins. He grabbed him and began to choke him. ‘Pay back what you owe me!’ he demanded. 29 
“His fellow servant fell to his knees and begged him, ‘Be pa�ent with me, and I will pay it back.’ 
30 “But he refused. Instead, he went off and had the man thrown into prison un�l he could pay 
the debt. 31 When the other servants saw what had happened, they were outraged and went 
and told their master everything that had happened. 32 “Then the master called the servant in. 
‘You wicked servant,’ he said, ‘I canceled all that debt of yours because you begged me to. 33 
Shouldn’t you have had mercy on your fellow servant just as I had on you?’ 34 In anger his 
master handed him over to the jailers to be tortured, un�l he should pay back all he owed. 35 
“This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless you forgive your brother or sister 
from your heart.” 

THE RICH AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
(Mathew 19:16-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Just then a man came up to Jesus and asked, “Teacher, what good thing must I do to get 
eternal life?” 17 “Why do you ask me about what is good?” Jesus replied. “There is only One 
who is good. If you want to enter life, keep the commandments.” 18 “Which ones?” he inquired. 
Jesus replied, “‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you shall not steal, you 
shall not give false tes�mony, 19 honor your father and mother,’ and ‘love your neighbor as 
yourself.’” 20 “All these I have kept,” the young man said. “What do I s�ll lack?” 21 Jesus 
answered, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” 22 When the young man heard this, he went 



away sad, because he had great wealth. 23 Then Jesus said to his disciples, “Truly I tell you, it is 
hard for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of heaven. 24 Again I tell you, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
God.” 25 When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astonished and asked, “Who then can 
be saved?” 26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all 
things are possible.” 27 Peter answered him, “We have le� everything to follow you! What then 
will there be for us?” 28 Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when 
the Son of Man sits on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 29 And everyone who has le� houses or brothers or 
sisters or father or mother or wife or children or fields for my sake will receive a hundred �mes 
as much and will inherit eternal life. 30 But many who are first will be last, and many who are 
last will be first. 

JESUS CURSES A FIG TREE 
(Mathew 21:18-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 Early in the morning, as Jesus was on his way back to the city, he was hungry. 19 Seeing a fig 
tree by the road, he went up to it but found nothing on it except leaves. Then he said to it, “May 
you never bear fruit again!” Immediately the tree withered. 20 When the disciples saw this, 
they were amazed. “How did the fig tree wither so quickly?” they asked. 21 Jesus replied, “Truly 
I tell you, if you have faith and do not doubt, not only can you do what was done to the fig tree, 
but also you can say to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and it will be done. 22 If 
you believe, you will receive whatever you ask for in prayer.” 

THE PARABLE OF THE WEDDING BANQUET 
(Mathew 22:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables, saying: 2 “The kingdom of heaven is like a king who 
prepared a wedding banquet for his son. 3 He sent his servants to those who had been invited 
to the banquet to tell them to come, but they refused to come. 4 “Then he sent some more 
servants and said, ‘Tell those who have been invited that I have prepared my dinner: My oxen 
and fatened catle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the wedding 
banquet.’ 5 “But they paid no aten�on and went off—one to his field, another to his business. 6 
The rest seized his servants, mistreated them and killed them. 7 The king was enraged. He sent 
his army and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. 8 “Then he said to his servants, 
‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those I invited did not deserve to come. 9 So go to the 
street corners and invite to the banquet anyone you find.’ 10 So the servants went out into the 
streets and gathered all the people they could find, the bad as well as the good, and the 
wedding hall was filled with guests. 11 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he no�ced 
a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. 12 He asked, ‘How did you get in here 



without wedding clothes, friend?’ The man was speechless. 13 “Then the king told the 
atendants, ‘Tie him hand and foot, and throw him outside, into the darkness, where there will 
be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 “For many are invited, but few are chosen.” 

PAYING THE IMPERIAL TAX TO CAESAR 
(Mathew 22:15-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to trap him in his words. 16 They sent their 
disciples to him along with the Herodians. “Teacher,” they said, “we know that you are a man of 
integrity and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayed by 
others, because you pay no aten�on to who they are. 17 Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it 
right to pay the imperial tax to Caesar or not?” 18 But Jesus, knowing their evil intent, said, “You 
hypocrites, why are you trying to trap me? 19 Show me the coin used for paying the tax.” They 
brought him a denarius, 20 and he asked them, “Whose image is this? And whose inscrip�on?” 
21 “Caesar’s,” they replied. Then he said to them, “So give back to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and 
to God what is God’s.” 22 When they heard this, they were amazed. So they le� him and went 
away. 

THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT 
(Mathew 22:34-40, New Interna�onal Version) 

34 Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. 35 One of them, 
an expert in the law, tested him with this ques�on: 36 “Teacher, which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” 37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 
And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang 
on these two commandments.” 

A WARNING AGAINST HYPOCRISY 
(Mathew 23:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

23 Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples: 2 “The teachers of the law and the 
Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat. 3 So you must be careful to do everything they tell you. But do not 
do what they do, for they do not prac�ce what they preach. 4 They �e up heavy, cumbersome 
loads and put them on other people’s shoulders, but they themselves are not willing to li� a 
finger to move them. 5 “Everything they do is done for people to see: They make their 
phylacteries wide and the tassels on their garments long; 6 they love the place of honor at 
banquets and the most important seats in the synagogues; 7 they love to be greeted with 
respect in the marketplaces and to be called ‘Rabbi’ by others. 8 “But you are not to be called 
‘Rabbi,’ for you have one Teacher, and you are all brothers. 9 And do not call anyone on earth 
‘father,’ for you have one Father, and he is in heaven. 10 Nor are you to be called instructors, for 



you have one Instructor, the Messiah. 11 The greatest among you will be your servant. 12 For 
those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted. 

SEVEN WOES ON THE TEACHERS OF THE LAW AND THE PHARISEES 
(Mathew 23:13-39, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You shut the door of the 
kingdom of heaven in people’s faces. You yourselves do not enter, nor will you let those enter 
who are trying to. [14] 15 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You 
travel over land and sea to win a single convert, and when you have succeeded, you make them 
twice as much a child of hell as you are. 16 “Woe to you, blind guides! You say, ‘If anyone swears 
by the temple, it means nothing; but anyone who swears by the gold of the temple is bound by 
that oath.’ 17 You blind fools! Which is greater: the gold, or the temple that makes the gold 
sacred? 18 You also say, ‘If anyone swears by the altar, it means nothing; but anyone who 
swears by the gi� on the altar is bound by that oath.’ 19 You blind men! Which is greater: the 
gi�, or the altar that makes the gi� sacred? 20 Therefore, anyone who swears by the altar 
swears by it and by everything on it. 21 And anyone who swears by the temple swears by it and 
by the one who dwells in it. 22 And anyone who swears by heaven swears by God’s throne and 
by the one who sits on it. 23 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! 
You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin. But you have neglected the more 
important maters of the law—jus�ce, mercy and faithfulness. You should have prac�ced the 
later, without neglec�ng the former. 24 You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a 
camel. 25 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside 
of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 Blind Pharisee! First 
clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. 27 “Woe to you, 
teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You are like whitewashed tombs, which look 
beau�ful on the outside but on the inside are full of the bones of the dead and everything 
unclean. 28 In the same way, on the outside you appear to people as righteous but on the inside 
you are full of hypocrisy and wickedness. 29 “Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, 
you hypocrites! You build tombs for the prophets and decorate the graves of the righteous. 30 
And you say, ‘If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not have taken part with 
them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 31 So you tes�fy against yourselves that you are 
the descendants of those who murdered the prophets. 32 Go ahead, then, and complete what 
your ancestors started! 33 “You snakes! You brood of vipers! How will you escape being 
condemned to hell? 34 Therefore I am sending you prophets and sages and teachers. Some of 
them you will kill and crucify; others you will flog in your synagogues and pursue from town to 
town. 35 And so upon you will come all the righteous blood that has been shed on earth, from 
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom you murdered 
between the temple and the altar. 36 Truly I tell you, all this will come on this genera�on. 37 



“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, how o�en I have 
longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you 
were not willing. 38 Look, your house is le� to you desolate. 39 For I tell you, you will not see 
me again un�l you say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 

THE SHEEP AND THE GOATS 
(Mathew 25:31-46, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne. 32 All the na�ons will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep 
on his right and the goats on his le�. 34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you 
who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the 
crea�on of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked a�er me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 37 
“Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, 
or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?’ 40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 41 “Then he will say to those on his le�, ‘Depart 
from me, you who are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42 For I 
was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, 43 I 
was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was 
sick and in prison and you did not look a�er me.’ 44 “They also will answer, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick or in prison, and did not help 
you?’ 45 “He will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, 
you did not do for me.’ 46 “Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to 
eternal life.” 

JESUS PREDICTS PETER'S DENIAL 
(Mathew 26:31-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account of me, for it is writen: 
“‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scatered.’ 32 But a�er I have 
risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.” 33 Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of 
you, I never will.” 34 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster 
crows, you will disown me three �mes.” 35 But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I 
will never disown you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 



THE DEATH OF JESUS 
(Mathew 27:45-55, New Interna�onal Version) 

45 From noon un�l three in the a�ernoon darkness came over all the land. 46 About three in 
the a�ernoon Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” (which means “My 
God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”). 47 When some of those standing there heard this, 
they said, “He’s calling Elijah.” 48 Immediately one of them ran and got a sponge. He filled it 
with wine vinegar, put it on a staff, and offered it to Jesus to drink. 49 The rest said, “Now leave 
him alone. Let’s see if Elijah comes to save him.” 50 And when Jesus had cried out again in a 
loud voice, he gave up his spirit. 51 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two 
from top to botom. The earth shook, the rocks split 52 and the tombs broke open. The bodies 
of many holy people who had died were raised to life. 53 They came out of the tombs a�er 
Jesus’ resurrec�on and went into the holy city and appeared to many people. 54 When the 
centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the earthquake and all that had 
happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son of God!” 55 Many women 
were there, watching from a distance. They had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for his 
needs. 56 Among them were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James and Joseph, and the 
mother of Zebedee’s sons. 

THE GREAT COMMISSION 
(Mathew 28:16-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 
17 When they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them 
and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all na�ons, bap�zing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with 
you always, to the very end of the age.” 

THE LORD’S CASE AGAINST ISRAEL 
(Micah 6:1-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 Listen to what the Lord says: “Stand up, plead my case before the mountains; let the hills hear 
what you have to say. 2 “Hear, you mountains, the Lord’s accusa�on; listen, you everlas�ng 
founda�ons of the earth. For the Lord has a case against his people; he is lodging a charge 
against Israel. 3 “My people, what have I done to you? How have I burdened you? Answer me. 4 
I brought you up out of Egypt and redeemed you from the land of slavery. I sent Moses to lead 
you, also Aaron and Miriam. 5 My people, remember what Balak king of Moab ploted and what 
Balaam son of Beor answered. Remember your journey from Shi�m to Gilgal, that you may 
know the righteous acts of the Lord.” 6 With what shall I come before the Lord and bow down 



before the exalted God? Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year old? 7 
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousand rivers of olive oil? Shall I 
offer my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul? 8 He has 
shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God. 

ISRAEL’S MISERY 
(Micah 7:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 What misery is mine! I am like one who gathers summer fruit at the gleaning of the vineyard; 
there is no cluster of grapes to eat, none of the early figs that I crave. 2 The faithful have been 
swept from the land; not one upright person remains. Everyone lies in wait to shed blood; they 
hunt each other with nets. 3 Both hands are skilled in doing evil; the ruler demands gi�s, the 
judge accepts bribes, the powerful dictate what they desire—they all conspire together. 4 The 
best of them is like a brier, the most upright worse than a thorn hedge. The day God visits you 
has come, the day your watchmen sound the alarm. Now is the �me of your confusion. 5 Do not 
trust a neighbor; put no confidence in a friend. Even with the woman who lies in your embrace 
guard the words of your lips. 6 For a son dishonors his father, a daughter rises up against her 
mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—a man’s enemies are the members of his 
own household. 7 But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for God my Savior; my God 
will hear me. 

ISRAEL WILL RISE 
(Micah 7:8-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 Do not gloat over me, my enemy! Though I have fallen, I will rise. Though I sit in darkness, the 
Lord will be my light. 9 Because I have sinned against him, I will bear the Lord’s wrath, un�l he 
pleads my case and upholds my cause. He will bring me out into the light; I will see his 
righteousness. 10 Then my enemy will see it and will be covered with shame, she who said to 
me, “Where is the Lord your God?” My eyes will see her downfall; even now she will be 
trampled underfoot like mire in the streets. 11 The day for building your walls will come, the day 
for extending your boundaries. 12 In that day people will come to you from Assyria and the 
ci�es of Egypt, even from Egypt to the Euphrates and from sea to sea and from mountain to 
mountain. 13 The earth will become desolate because of its inhabitants, as the result of their 
deeds. 

OPPOSITION TO THE REBUILDING 
(Nehemiah 4:6-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 So we rebuilt the wall �ll all of it reached half its height, for the people worked with all their 
heart. 7 But when Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabs, the Ammonites and the people of Ashdod heard 



that the repairs to Jerusalem’s walls had gone ahead and that the gaps were being closed, they 
were very angry. 8 They all ploted together to come and fight against Jerusalem and s�r up 
trouble against it. 9 But we prayed to our God and posted a guard day and night to meet this 
threat. 10 Meanwhile, the people in Judah said, “The strength of the laborers is giving out, and 
there is so much rubble that we cannot rebuild the wall.” 11 Also our enemies said, “Before they 
know it or see us, we will be right there among them and will kill them and put an end to the 
work.” 12 Then the Jews who lived near them came and told us ten �mes over, “Wherever you 
turn, they will atack us.” 13 Therefore I sta�oned some of the people behind the lowest points 
of the wall at the exposed places, pos�ng them by families, with their swords, spears and bows. 
14 A�er I looked things over, I stood up and said to the nobles, the officials and the rest of the 
people, “Don’t be afraid of them. Remember the Lord, who is great and awesome, and fight for 
your families, your sons and your daughters, your wives and your homes.” 

EZRA READS THE LAW 
(Nehemiah 7:73-8:18, New Interna�onal Version) 

7:73 When the seventh month came and the Israelites had setled in their towns, 8:1 all the 
people came together as one in the square before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher of 
the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel. 2 
So on the first day of the seventh month Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly, 
which was made up of men and women and all who were able to understand. 3 He read it aloud 
from daybreak �ll noon as he faced the square before the Water Gate in the presence of the 
men, women and others who could understand. And all the people listened aten�vely to the 
Book of the Law. 4 Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high wooden pla�orm built for the 
occasion. Beside him on his right stood Ma�thiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah and Maaseiah; 
and on his le� were Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah and 
Meshullam. 5 Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him because he was standing 
above them; and as he opened it, the people all stood up. 6 Ezra praised the Lord, the great 
God; and all the people li�ed their hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they bowed 
down and worshiped the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, 
Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan and 
Pelaiah—instructed the people in the Law while the people were standing there. 8 They read 
from the Book of the Law of God, making it clear and giving the meaning so that the people 
understood what was being read. 9 Then Nehemiah the governor, Ezra the priest and teacher of 
the Law, and the Levites who were instruc�ng the people said to them all, “This day is holy to 
the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” For all the people had been weeping as they 
listened to the words of the Law. 10 Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and sweet 
drinks, and send some to those who have nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do not 
grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 11 The Levites calmed all the people, saying, “Be 



s�ll, for this is a holy day. Do not grieve.” 12 Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to 
send por�ons of food and to celebrate with great joy, because they now understood the words 
that had been made known to them. 13 On the second day of the month, the heads of all the 
families, along with the priests and the Levites, gathered around Ezra the teacher to give 
aten�on to the words of the Law. 14 They found writen in the Law, which the Lord had 
commanded through Moses, that the Israelites were to live in temporary shelters during the 
fes�val of the seventh month 15 and that they should proclaim this word and spread it 
throughout their towns and in Jerusalem: “Go out into the hill country and bring back branches 
from olive and wild olive trees, and from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make temporary 
shelters”—as it is writen. 16 So the people went out and brought back branches and built 
themselves temporary shelters on their own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 
house of God and in the square by the Water Gate and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. 17 The 
whole company that had returned from exile built temporary shelters and lived in them. From 
the days of Joshua son of Nun un�l that day, the Israelites had not celebrated it like this. And 
their joy was very great. 18 Day a�er day, from the first day to the last, Ezra read from the Book 
of the Law of God. They celebrated the fes�val for seven days, and on the eighth day, in 
accordance with the regula�on, there was an assembly. 

THE PEOPLE CONFESS THEIR SINS 
(Nehemiah 9:1-37, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 On October 31 the people assembled again, and this �me they fasted and dressed in burlap 
and sprinkled dust on their heads. 2 Those of Israelite descent separated themselves from all 
foreigners as they confessed their own sins and the sins of their ancestors. 3 They remained 
standing in place for three hours while the Book of the Law of the Lord their God was read 
aloud to them. Then for three more hours they confessed their sins and worshiped the Lord 
their God. 4 The Levites—Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Sherebiah, Bani, and 
Kenani—stood on the stairway of the Levites and cried out to the Lord their God with loud 
voices. 5 Then the leaders of the Levites—Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani, Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, 
Hodiah, Shebaniah, and Pethahiah—called out to the people: “Stand up and praise the Lord 
your God, for he lives from everlas�ng to everlas�ng!” Then they prayed: “May your glorious 
name be praised! May it be exalted above all blessing and praise! 6 “You alone are the Lord. You 
made the skies and the heavens and all the stars. You made the earth and the seas and 
everything in them. You preserve them all, and the angels of heaven worship you. 7 “You are 
the Lord God, who chose Abram and brought him from Ur of the Chaldeans and renamed him 
Abraham. 8 When he had proved himself faithful, you made a covenant with him to give him 
and his descendants the land of the Canaanites, Hi�tes, Amorites, Perizzites, Jebusites, and 
Girgashites. And you have done what you promised, for you are always true to your word. 9 
“You saw the misery of our ancestors in Egypt, and you heard their cries from beside the Red 



Sea. 10 You displayed miraculous signs and wonders against Pharaoh, his officials, and all his 
people, for you knew how arrogantly they were trea�ng our ancestors. You have a glorious 
reputa�on that has never been forgoten. 11 You divided the sea for your people so they could 
walk through on dry land! And then you hurled their enemies into the depths of the sea. They 
sank like stones beneath the mighty waters. 12 You led our ancestors by a pillar of cloud during 
the day and a pillar of fire at night so that they could find their way. 13 “You came down at 
Mount Sinai and spoke to them from heaven. You gave them regula�ons and instruc�ons that 
were just, and decrees and commands that were good. 14 You instructed them concerning your 
holy Sabbath. And you commanded them, through Moses your servant, to obey all your 
commands, decrees, and instruc�ons. 15 “You gave them bread from heaven when they were 
hungry and water from the rock when they were thirsty. You commanded them to go and take 
possession of the land you had sworn to give them. 16 “But our ancestors were proud and 
stubborn, and they paid no aten�on to your commands. 17 They refused to obey and did not 
remember the miracles you had done for them. Instead, they became stubborn and appointed a 
leader to take them back to their slavery in Egypt. But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious 
and merciful, slow to become angry, and rich in unfailing love. You did not abandon them, 18 
even when they made an idol shaped like a calf and said, ‘This is your god who brought you out 
of Egypt!’ They commited terrible blasphemies 19 “But in your great mercy you did not 
abandon them to die in the wilderness. The pillar of cloud s�ll led them forward by day, and the 
pillar of fire showed them the way through the night. 20 You sent your good Spirit to instruct 
them, and you did not stop giving them manna from heaven or water for their thirst. 21 For 
forty years you sustained them in the wilderness, and they lacked nothing. Their clothes did not 
wear out, and their feet did not swell! 22 “Then you helped our ancestors conquer kingdoms 
and na�ons, and you placed your people in every corner of the land. They took over the land of 
King Sihon of Heshbon and the land of King Og of Bashan. 23 You made their descendants as 
numerous as the stars in the sky and brought them into the land you had promised to their 
ancestors. 24 “They went in and took possession of the land. You subdued whole na�ons before 
them. Even the Canaanites, who inhabited the land, were powerless! Your people could deal 
with these na�ons and their kings as they pleased. 25 Our ancestors captured for�fied ci�es 
and fer�le land. They took over houses full of good things, with cisterns already dug and 
vineyards and olive groves and fruit trees in abundance. So they ate un�l they were full and 
grew fat and enjoyed themselves in all your blessings. 26 “But despite all this, they were 
disobedient and rebelled against you. They turned their backs on your Law, they killed your 
prophets who warned them to return to you, and they commited terrible blasphemies. 27 So 
you handed them over to their enemies, who made them suffer. But in their �me of trouble 
they cried to you, and you heard them from heaven. In your great mercy, you sent them 
liberators who rescued them from their enemies. 28 “But as soon as they were at peace, your 
people again commited evil in your sight, and once more you let their enemies conquer them. 



Yet whenever your people turned and cried to you again for help, you listened once more from 
heaven. In your wonderful mercy, you rescued them many �mes! 29 “You warned them to 
return to your Law, but they became proud and obs�nate and disobeyed your commands. They 
did not follow your regula�ons, by which people will find life if only they obey. They stubbornly 
turned their backs on you and refused to listen. 30 In your love, you were pa�ent with them for 
many years. You sent your Spirit, who warned them through the prophets. But s�ll they 
wouldn’t listen! So once again you allowed the peoples of the land to conquer them. 31 But in 
your great mercy, you did not destroy them completely or abandon them forever. What a 
gracious and merciful God you are! 32 “And now, our God, the great and mighty and awesome 
God, who keeps his covenant of unfailing love, do not let all the hardships we have suffered 
seem insignificant to you. Great trouble has come upon us and upon our kings and leaders and 
priests and prophets and ancestors—all of your people—from the days when the kings of 
Assyria first triumphed over us un�l now. 33 Every �me you punished us you were being just. 
We have sinned greatly, and you gave us only what we deserved. 34 Our kings, leaders, priests, 
and ancestors did not obey your Law or listen to the warnings in your commands and laws. 35 
Even while they had their own kingdom, they did not serve you, though you showered your 
goodness on them. You gave them a large, fer�le land, but they refused to turn from their 
wickedness. 36 “So now today we are slaves in the land of plenty that you gave our ancestors 
for their enjoyment! We are slaves here in this good land. 37 The lush produce of this land piles 
up in the hands of the kings whom you have set over us because of our sins. They have power 
over us and our livestock. We serve them at their pleasure, and we are in great misery.” 

NEHEMIAH’S VARIOUS REFORMS 
(Nehemiah 13:1-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 On that same day, as the Book of Moses was being read to the people, the passage was 
found that said no Ammonite or Moabite should ever be permited to enter the assembly of 
God. 2 For they had not provided the Israelites with food and water in the wilderness. Instead, 
they hired Balaam to curse them, though our God turned the curse into a blessing. 3 When this 
passage of the Law was read, all those of foreign descent were immediately excluded from the 
assembly. 4 Before this had happened, Eliashib the priest, who had been appointed as 
supervisor of the storerooms of the Temple of our God and who was also a rela�ve of Tobiah, 5 
had converted a large storage room and placed it at Tobiah’s disposal. The room had previously 
been used for storing the grain offerings, the frankincense, various ar�cles for the Temple, and 
the �thes of grain, new wine, and olive oil (which were prescribed for the Levites, the singers, 
and the gatekeepers), as well as the offerings for the priests. 6 I was not in Jerusalem at that 
�me, for I had returned to King Artaxerxes of Babylon in the thirty-second year of his reign, 
though I later asked his permission to return. 7 When I arrived back in Jerusalem, I learned 
about Eliashib’s evil deed in providing Tobiah with a room in the courtyards of the Temple of 



God. 8 I became very upset and threw all of Tobiah’s belongings out of the room. 9 Then I 
demanded that the rooms be purified, and I brought back the ar�cles for God’s Temple, the 
grain offerings, and the frankincense. 10 I also discovered that the Levites had not been given 
their prescribed por�ons of food, so they and the singers who were to conduct the worship 
services had all returned to work their fields. 11 I immediately confronted the leaders and 
demanded, “Why has the Temple of God been neglected?” Then I called all the Levites back 
again and restored them to their proper du�es. 12 And once more all the people of Judah began 
bringing their �thes of grain, new wine, and olive oil to the Temple storerooms. 13 I assigned 
supervisors for the storerooms: Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and Pedaiah, one of the 
Levites. And I appointed Hanan son of Zaccur and grandson of Mataniah as their assistant. 
These men had an excellent reputa�on, and it was their job to make honest distribu�ons to 
their fellow Levites. 14 Remember this good deed, O my God, and do not forget all that I have 
faithfully done for the Temple of my God and its services. 15 In those days I saw men of Judah 
treading out their winepresses on the Sabbath. They were also bringing in grain, loading it on 
donkeys, and bringing their wine, grapes, figs, and all sorts of produce to Jerusalem to sell on 
the Sabbath. So I rebuked them for selling their produce on that day. 16 Some men from Tyre, 
who lived in Jerusalem, were bringing in fish and all kinds of merchandise. They were selling it 
on the Sabbath to the people of Judah—and in Jerusalem at that! 17 So I confronted the nobles 
of Judah. “Why are you profaning the Sabbath in this evil way?” I asked. 18 “Wasn’t it just this 
sort of thing that your ancestors did that caused our God to bring all this trouble upon us and 
our city? Now you are bringing even more wrath upon Israel by permi�ng the Sabbath to be 
desecrated in this way!” 19 Then I commanded that the gates of Jerusalem should be shut as 
darkness fell every Friday evening, not to be opened un�l the Sabbath ended. I sent some of my 
own servants to guard the gates so that no merchandise could be brought in on the Sabbath 
day. 20 The merchants and tradesmen with a variety of wares camped outside Jerusalem once 
or twice. 21 But I spoke sharply to them and said, “What are you doing out here, camping 
around the wall? If you do this again, I will arrest you!” And that was the last �me they came on 
the Sabbath. 22 Then I commanded the Levites to purify themselves and to guard the gates in 
order to preserve the holiness of the Sabbath. Remember this good deed also, O my God! Have 
compassion on me according to your great and unfailing love. 23 About the same �me I realized 
that some of the men of Judah had married women from Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab. 24 
Furthermore, half their children spoke the language of Ashdod or of some other people and 
could not speak the language of Judah at all. 25 So I confronted them and called down curses on 
them. I beat some of them and pulled out their hair. I made them swear in the name of God 
that they would not let their children intermarry with the pagan people of the land. 26 “Wasn’t 
this exactly what led King Solomon of Israel into sin?” I demanded. “There was no king from any 
na�on who could compare to him, and God loved him and made him king over all Israel. But 
even he was led into sin by his foreign wives. 27 How could you even think of commi�ng this 



sinful deed and ac�ng unfaithfully toward God by marrying foreign women?” 28 One of the 
sons of Joiada son of Eliashib the high priest had married a daughter of Sanballat the Horonite, 
so I banished him from my presence. 29 Remember them, O my God, for they have defiled the 
priesthood and the solemn vows of the priests and Levites. 30 So I purged out everything 
foreign and assigned tasks to the priests and Levites, making certain that each knew his work. 
31 I also made sure that the supply of wood for the altar and the first por�ons of the harvest 
were brought at the proper �mes. Remember this in my favor, O my God. 

THE PRIESTLY BLESSING 
(Numbers 6:22-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the 
Israelites. Say to them: 24 “‘“The Lord bless you and keep you; 25 the Lord make his face shine 
on you and be gracious to you; 26 the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.”’ 27 
“So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” 

THE TRIBES EAST OF THE JORDAN 
(Numbers 32:1-42, New Interna�onal Version) 

32 The tribes of Reuben and Gad owned vast numbers of livestock. So when they saw that the 
lands of Jazer and Gilead were ideally suited for their flocks and herds, 2 they came to Moses, 
Eleazar the priest, and the other leaders of the community. They said, 3 “No�ce the towns of 
Ataroth, Dibon, Jazer, Nimrah, Heshbon, Elealeh, Sibmah, Nebo, and Beon. 4 The Lord has 
conquered this whole area for the community of Israel, and it is ideally suited for all our 
livestock. 5 If we have found favor with you, please let us have this land as our property instead 
of giving us land across the Jordan River.” 6 “Do you intend to stay here while your brothers go 
across and do all the figh�ng?” Moses asked the men of Gad and Reuben. 7 “Why do you want 
to discourage the rest of the people of Israel from going across to the land the Lord has given 
them? 8 Your ancestors did the same thing when I sent them from Kadesh-barnea to explore 
the land. 9 A�er they went up to the valley of Eshcol and explored the land, they discouraged 
the people of Israel from entering the land the Lord was giving them. 10 Then the Lord was very 
angry with them, and he vowed, 11 ‘Of all those I rescued from Egypt, no one who is twenty 
years old or older will ever see the land I swore to give to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, for they 
have not obeyed me wholeheartedly. 12 The only excep�ons are Caleb son of Jephunneh the 
Kenizzite and Joshua son of Nun, for they have wholeheartedly followed the Lord.’ 13 “The Lord 
was angry with Israel and made them wander in the wilderness for forty years un�l the en�re 
genera�on that sinned in the Lord’s sight had died. 14 But here you are, a brood of sinners, 
doing exactly the same thing! You are making the Lord even angrier with Israel. 15 If you turn 
away from him like this and he abandons them again in the wilderness, you will be responsible 
for destroying this en�re na�on!” 16 But they approached Moses and said, “We simply want to 



build pens for our livestock and for�fied towns for our wives and children. 17 Then we will arm 
ourselves and lead our fellow Israelites into batle un�l we have brought them safely to their 
land. Meanwhile, our families will stay in the for�fied towns we build here, so they will be safe 
from any atacks by the local people. 18 We will not return to our homes un�l all the people of 
Israel have received their por�ons of land. 19 But we do not claim any of the land on the other 
side of the Jordan. We would rather live here on the east side and accept this as our grant of 
land.” 20 Then Moses said, “If you keep your word and arm yourselves for the Lord’s batles, 21 
and if your troops cross the Jordan and keep figh�ng un�l the Lord has driven out his enemies, 
22 then you may return when the Lord has conquered the land. You will have fulfilled your duty 
to the Lord and to the rest of the people of Israel. And the land on the east side of the Jordan 
will be your property from the Lord. 23 But if you fail to keep your word, then you will have 
sinned against the Lord, and you may be sure that your sin will find you out. 24 Go ahead and 
build towns for your families and pens for your flocks, but do everything you have promised.” 25 
Then the men of Gad and Reuben replied, “We, your servants, will follow your instruc�ons 
exactly. 26 Our children, wives, flocks, and catle will stay here in the towns of Gilead. 27 But all 
who are able to bear arms will cross over to fight for the Lord, just as you have said.” 28 So 
Moses gave orders to Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders of the clans of 
Israel. 29 He said, “The men of Gad and Reuben who are armed for batle must cross the Jordan 
with you to fight for the Lord. If they do, give them the land of Gilead as their property when 
the land is conquered. 30 But if they refuse to arm themselves and cross over with you, then 
they must accept land with the rest of you in the land of Canaan.” 31 The tribes of Gad and 
Reuben said again, “We are your servants, and we will do as the Lord has commanded! 32 We 
will cross the Jordan into Canaan fully armed to fight for the Lord, but our property will be here 
on this side of the Jordan.” 33 So Moses assigned land to the tribes of Gad, Reuben, and half the 
tribe of Manasseh son of Joseph. He gave them the territory of King Sihon of the Amorites and 
the land of King Og of Bashan—the whole land with its ci�es and surrounding lands. 34 The 
descendants of Gad built the towns of Dibon, Ataroth, Aroer, 35 Atroth-shophan, Jazer, 
Jogbehah, 36 Beth-nimrah, and Beth-haran. These were all for�fied towns with pens for their 
flocks. 37 The descendants of Reuben built the towns of Heshbon, Elealeh, Kiriathaim, 38 Nebo, 
Baal-meon, and Sibmah. They changed the names of some of the towns they conquered and 
rebuilt. 39 Then the descendants of Makir of the tribe of Manasseh went to Gilead and 
conquered it, and they drove out the Amorites living there. 40 So Moses gave Gilead to the 
Makirites, descendants of Manasseh, and they setled there. 41 The people of Jair, another clan 
of the tribe of Manasseh, captured many of the towns in Gilead and changed the name of that 
region to the Towns of Jair. 42 Meanwhile, a man named Nobah captured the town of Kenath 
and its surrounding villages, and he renamed that area Nobah a�er himself. 



PRAISE TO GOD FOR A LIVING HOPE 
(1 Peter 1:3-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 
new birth into a living hope through the resurrec�on of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 and into 
an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade. This inheritance is kept in heaven for you, 5 
who through faith are shielded by God’s power un�l the coming of the salva�on that is ready to 
be revealed in the last �me. 6 In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a litle while you 
may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 7 These have come so that the proven 
genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by 
fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. 8 Though you have not 
seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are 
filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, 9 for you are receiving the end result of your faith, 
the salva�on of your souls. 10 Concerning this salva�on, the prophets, who spoke of the grace 
that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, 11 trying to find out the 
�me and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was poin�ng when he predicted 
the sufferings of the Messiah and the glories that would follow. 12 It was revealed to them that 
they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been 
told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. 
Even angels long to look into these things. 

LIVING GODLY LIVES IN A PAGAN SOCIETY 
(1 Peter 2:11-3:25, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful desires, which wage 
war against your soul. 12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you 
of doing wrong, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 13 
Submit yourselves for the Lord’s sake to every human authority: whether to the emperor, as the 
supreme authority, 14 or to governors, who are sent by him to punish those who do wrong and 
to commend those who do right. 15 For it is God’s will that by doing good you should silence 
the ignorant talk of foolish people. 16 Live as free people, but do not use your freedom as a 
cover-up for evil; live as God’s slaves. 17 Show proper respect to everyone, love the family of 
believers, fear God, honor the emperor. 18 Slaves, in reverent fear of God submit yourselves to 
your masters, not only to those who are good and considerate, but also to those who are harsh. 
19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they 
are conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a bea�ng for doing wrong and 
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 22 “He commited no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 23 



When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in 
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds 
you have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to 
the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

BE HOLY 
(1 Peter 2:1-3, New Interna�onal Version) 

1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every 
kind. 2 Like newborn babies, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your 
salva�on, 3 now that you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

SUFFERING FOR DOING GOOD 
(1 Peter 3:8-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 Finally, all of you, be like-minded, be sympathe�c, love one another, be compassionate and 
humble. 9 Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult. On the contrary, repay evil with 
blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing. 10 For, “Whoever 
would love life and see good days must keep their tongue from evil and their lips from decei�ul 
speech. 11 They must turn from evil and do good; they must seek peace and pursue it. 12 For 
the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are aten�ve to their prayer, but the face 
of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 13 Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do 
good? 14 But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed. “Do not fear their 
threats; do not be frightened.” 15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared 
to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But 
do this with gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak 
maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is 
beter, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the 
body but made alive in the Spirit. 19 A�er being made alive, he went and made proclama�on to 
the imprisoned spirits— 20 to those who were disobedient long ago when God waited pa�ently 
in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved 
through water, 21 and this water symbolizes bap�sm that now saves you also—not the removal 
of dirt from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrec�on of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at God’s right hand—with 
angels, authori�es and powers in submission to him. 

LIVING FOR GOD 
(1 Peter 4:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 



4 Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same a�tude, 
because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. 2 As a result, they do not live the rest of 
their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. 3 For you have spent 
enough �me in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 
drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. 4 They are surprised that you do not join 
them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. 5 But they will have to give 
account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. 6 For this is the reason the gospel 
was preached even to those who are now dead, so that they might be judged according to 
human standards in regard to the body, but live according to God in regard to the spirit. 7 The 
end of all things is near. Therefore be alert and of sober mind so that you may pray. 8 Above all, 
love each other deeply, because love covers over a mul�tude of sins. 9 Offer hospitality to one 
another without grumbling. 10 Each of you should use whatever gi� you have received to serve 
others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 11 If anyone speaks, they should 
do so as one who speaks the very words of God. If anyone serves, they should do so with the 
strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be 
the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen. 

SUFFERING FOR BEING A CHRISTIAN 
(1 Peter 4:12-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you par�cipate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Chris�an, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is �me for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 19 
So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and con�nue to do good. 

A CALL TO HOLY LIVING 
(1 Peter 13:1-2:3, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 So prepare your minds for ac�on and exercise self-control. Put all your hope in the gracious 
salva�on that will come to you when Jesus Christ is revealed to the world. 14 So you must live 
as God’s obedient children. Don’t slip back into your old ways of living to sa�sfy your own 
desires. You didn’t know any beter then. 15 But now you must be holy in everything you do, 
just as God who chose you is holy. 16 For the Scriptures say, “You must be holy because I am 



holy.” 17 And remember that the heavenly Father to whom you pray has no favorites. He will 
judge or reward you according to what you do. So you must live in reverent fear of him during 
your �me here as “temporary residents.” 18 For you know that God paid a ransom to save you 
from the empty life you inherited from your ancestors. And it was not paid with mere gold or 
silver, which lose their value. 19 It was the precious blood of Christ, the sinless, spotless Lamb of 
God. 20 God chose him as your ransom long before the world began, but now in these last days 
he has been revealed for your sake. 21 Through Christ you have come to trust in God. And you 
have placed your faith and hope in God because he raised Christ from the dead and gave him 
great glory. 22 You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must 
show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your 
heart. 23 For you have been born again, but not to a life that will quickly end. Your new life will 
last forever because it comes from the eternal, living word of God. 24 As the Scriptures say, 
“People are like grass; their beauty is like a flower in the field. The grass withers and the flower 
fades. 25 But the word of the Lord remains forever.” And that word is the Good News that was 
preached to you. 2:1 So get rid of all evil behavior. Be done with all deceit, hypocrisy, jealousy, 
and all unkind speech. 2 Like newborn babies, you must crave pure spiritual milk so that you will 
grow into a full experience of salva�on. Cry out for this nourishment, 3 now that you have had a 
taste of the Lord’s kindness. 

ADVICE FOR ELDERS AND YOUNG MEN 
(1 Peter 5:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 And now, a word to you who are elders in the churches. I, too, am an elder and a witness to 
the sufferings of Christ. And I, too, will share in his glory when he is revealed to the whole 
world. As a fellow elder, I appeal to you: 2 Care for the flock that God has entrusted to you. 
Watch over it willingly, not grudgingly—not for what you will get out of it, but because you are 
eager to serve God. 3 Don’t lord it over the people assigned to your care, but lead them by your 
own good example. 4 And when the Great Shepherd appears, you will receive a crown of never-
ending glory and honor. 5 In the same way, you who are younger must accept the authority of 
the elders. And all of you, dress yourselves in humility as you relate to one another, for “God 
opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.” 6 So humble yourselves under the mighty 
power of God, and at the right �me he will li� you up in honor. 7 Give all your worries and cares 
to God, for he cares about you. 8 Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He 
prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. 9 Stand firm against him, and 
be strong in your faith. Remember that your family of believers all over the world is going 
through the same kind of suffering you are. 10 In his kindness God called you to share in his 
eternal glory by means of Christ Jesus. So a�er you have suffered a litle while, he will restore, 
support, and strengthen you, and he will place you on a firm founda�on. 11 All power to him 
forever! Amen. 



CONFIRMING ONE’S CALLING AND ELECTION 
(2 Peter 1:3-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 His divine power has given us everything we need for a godly life through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 4 Through these he has given us his very 
great and precious promises, so that through them you may par�cipate in the divine nature, 
having escaped the corrup�on in the world caused by evil desires. 5 For this very reason, make 
every effort to add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, knowledge; 6 and to knowledge, 
self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, godliness; 7 and to 
godliness, mutual affec�on; and to mutual affec�on, love. 8 For if you possess these quali�es in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffec�ve and unproduc�ve in your 
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 But whoever does not have them is nearsighted and blind, 
forge�ng that they have been cleansed from their past sins. 10 Therefore, my brothers and 
sisters, make every effort to confirm your calling and elec�on. For if you do these things, you 
will never stumble, 11 and you will receive a rich welcome into the eternal kingdom of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

FALSE TEACHERS AND THEIR DESTRUCTION 
(2 Peter 2:1-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false teachers 
among you. They will secretly introduce destruc�ve heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord 
who bought them—bringing swi� destruc�on on themselves. 2 Many will follow their depraved 
conduct and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed these teachers will 
exploit you with fabricated stories. Their condemna�on has long been hanging over them, and 
their destruc�on has not been sleeping. 4 For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but 
sent them to hell, pu�ng them in chains of darkness to be held for judgment; 5 if he did not 
spare the ancient world when he brought the flood on its ungodly people, but protected Noah, 
a preacher of righteousness, and seven others; 6 if he condemned the ci�es of Sodom and 
Gomorrah by burning them to ashes, and made them an example of what is going to happen to 
the ungodly; 7 and if he rescued Lot, a righteous man, who was distressed by the depraved 
conduct of the lawless 8 (for that righteous man, living among them day a�er day, was 
tormented in his righteous soul by the lawless deeds he saw and heard)— 9 if this is so, then the 
Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials and to hold the unrighteous for punishment on 
the day of judgment. 10 This is especially true of those who follow the corrupt desire of the 
flesh and despise authority. Bold and arrogant, they are not afraid to heap abuse on celes�al 
beings; 11 yet even angels, although they are stronger and more powerful, do not heap abuse 
on such beings when bringing judgment on them from the Lord. 12 But these people blaspheme 
in maters they do not understand. They are like unreasoning animals, creatures of ins�nct, 



born only to be caught and destroyed, and like animals they too will perish. 13 They will be paid 
back with harm for the harm they have done. Their idea of pleasure is to carouse in broad 
daylight. They are blots and blemishes, reveling in their pleasures while they feast with you. 14 
With eyes full of adultery, they never stop sinning; they seduce the unstable; they are experts in 
greed—an accursed brood! 15 They have le� the straight way and wandered off to follow the 
way of Balaam son of Bezer, who loved the wages of wickedness. 16 But he was rebuked for his 
wrongdoing by a donkey—an animal without speech—who spoke with a human voice and 
restrained the prophet’s madness. 17 These people are springs without water and mists driven 
by a storm. Blackest darkness is reserved for them. 18 For they mouth empty, boas�ul words 
and, by appealing to the lus�ul desires of the flesh, they en�ce people who are just escaping 
from those who live in error. 19 They promise them freedom, while they themselves are slaves 
of depravity—for “people are slaves to whatever has mastered them.” 20 If they have escaped 
the corrup�on of the world by knowing our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and are again entangled 
in it and are overcome, they are worse off at the end than they were at the beginning. 21 It 
would have been beter for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to have 
known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to them. 22 
Of them the proverbs are true: “A dog returns to its vomit,” and, “A sow that is washed returns 
to her wallowing in the mud.” 

THANKSGIVING AND PRAYER 
(Philippians 1:3-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 I thank my God every �me I remember you. 4 In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with 
joy 5 because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day un�l now, 6 being confident of 
this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to comple�on un�l the day of Christ 
Jesus. 7 It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I have you in my heart and, 
whether I am in chains or defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in God’s grace 
with me. 8 God can tes�fy how I long for all of you with the affec�on of Christ Jesus. 9 And this 
is my prayer: that your love may abound more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, 10 
so that you may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and blameless for the day of 
Christ, 11 filled with the fruit of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the glory 
and praise of God. 

IMITATING CHRIST’S HUMILITY 
(Philippians 2:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 Therefore if you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from 
his love, if any common sharing in the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, 2 then make my 
joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and of one mind. 3 
Do nothing out of selfish ambi�on or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above 



yourselves, 4 not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. 5 
In your rela�onships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: 6 Who, being in 
very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own 
advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being 
made in human likeness. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by 
becoming obedient to death— even death on a cross! 9 Therefore God exalted him to the 
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus 
every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue 
acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

DO EVERYTHING WITHOUT GRUMBLING 
(Philippians 2:12-18, New Interna�onal Version) 
12 Therefore, my dear friends, as you have always obeyed—not only in my presence, but now 
much more in my absence—con�nue to work out your salva�on with fear and trembling, 13 for 
it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose. 14 Do 
everything without grumbling or arguing, 15 so that you may become blameless and pure, 
“children of God without fault in a warped and crooked genera�on.” Then you will shine among 
them like stars in the sky 16 as you hold firmly to the word of life. And then I will be able to 
boast on the day of Christ that I did not run or labor in vain. 17 But even if I am being poured 
out like a drink offering on the sacrifice and service coming from your faith, I am glad and 
rejoice with all of you. 18 So you too should be glad and rejoice with me. 

NO CONFIDENCE IN THE FLESH 
(Philippians 3:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Further, my brothers and sisters, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same 
things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you. 2 Watch out for those dogs, those evildoers, 
those mu�lators of the flesh. 3 For it is we who are the circumcision, we who serve God by his 
Spirit, who boast in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh— 4 though I myself 
have reasons for such confidence. If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in 
the flesh, I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, persecu�ng the 
church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 7 But whatever were gains to me I now 
consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I 
consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness 
of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness 
that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of 
his resurrec�on and par�cipa�on in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, 



somehow, ataining to the resurrec�on from the dead. 12 Not that I have already obtained all 
this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus 
took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. 
But one thing I do: Forge�ng what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on 
toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

FINAL EXHORTATIONS 
(Philippians 4:4-9, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be evident to all. 
The Lord is near. 6 Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situa�on, by prayer and 
pe��on, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 7 And the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, 
brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about 
such things. 9 Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me, or seen in me—put it 
into prac�ce. And the God of peace will be with you. 

THANKS FOR THEIR GIFTS 
(Philippians 4:10-19, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 I rejoiced greatly in the Lord that at last you renewed your concern for me. Indeed, you were 
concerned, but you had no opportunity to show it. 11 I am not saying this because I am in need, 
for I have learned to be content whatever the circumstances. 12 I know what it is to be in need, 
and I know what it is to have plenty. I have learned the secret of being content in any and every 
situa�on, whether well fed or hungry, whether living in plenty or in want. 13 I can do all this 
through him who gives me strength. 14 Yet it was good of you to share in my troubles. 15 
Moreover, as you Philippians know, in the early days of your acquaintance with the gospel, 
when I set out from Macedonia, not one church shared with me in the mater of giving and 
receiving, except you only; 16 for even when I was in Thessalonica, you sent me aid more than 
once when I was in need. 17 Not that I desire your gi�s; what I desire is that more be credited 
to your account. 18 I have received full payment and have more than enough. I am amply 
supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gi�s you sent. They are a fragrant 
offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. 19 And my God will meet all your needs 
according to the riches of his glory in Christ Jesus. 20 To our God and Father be glory for ever 
and ever. Amen. 

PURPOSE AND THEME 
(Proverbs 1:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 



1 The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: 2 for gaining wisdom and instruc�on; for 
understanding words of insight; 3 for receiving instruc�on in prudent behavior, doing what is 
right and just and fair; 4 for giving prudence to those who are simple, knowledge and discre�on 
to the young—5 let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get 
guidance— 6 for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise. 7 
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and instruc�on. 

MORAL BENEFITS OF WISDOM 
(Proverbs 2:1-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 2 turning your ear to 
wisdom and applying your heart to understanding— 3 indeed, if you call out for insight and cry 
aloud for understanding, 4 and if you look for it as for silver and search for it as for hidden 
treasure, 5 then you will understand the fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of God. 6 For 
the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 7 He holds success 
in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, 8 for he guards the 
course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 9 Then you will understand what is 
right and just and fair—every good path. 10 For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge 
will be pleasant to your soul. 11 Discre�on will protect you, and understanding will guard you. 
12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, 13 
who have le� the straight paths to walk in dark ways, 14 who delight in doing wrong and rejoice 
in the perverseness of evil, 15 whose paths are crooked and who are devious in their ways. 16 
Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous woman, from the wayward woman with her 
seduc�ve words, 17 who has le� the partner of her youth and ignored the covenant she made 
before God. 18 Surely her house leads down to death and her paths to the spirits of the dead. 
19 None who go to her return or atain the paths of life. 20 Thus you will walk in the ways of the 
good and keep to the paths of the righteous. 21 For the upright will live in the land, and the 
blameless will remain in it; 22 but the wicked will be cut off from the land, and the unfaithful 
will be torn from it. 

WISDOM BESTOWS WELL-BEING 
(Proverbs 3:1-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 My son, do not forget my teaching, but keep my commands in your heart, 2 for they will 
prolong your life many years and bring you peace and prosperity. 3 Let love and faithfulness 
never leave you; bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart. 4 Then 
you will win favor and a good name in the sight of God and man. 5 Trust in the Lord with all your 
heart and lean not on your own understanding; 6 in all your ways submit to him, and he will 
make your paths straight. 7 Do not be wise in your own eyes; fear the Lord and shun evil. 8 This 
will bring health to your body and nourishment to your bones. 9 Honor the Lord with your 



wealth, with the first fruits of all your crops; 10 then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and 
your vats will brim over with new wine. 11 My son, do not despise the Lord’s discipline, and do 
not resent his rebuke, 12 because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he 
delights in. 13 Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, 14 for she is 
more profitable than silver and yields beter returns than gold. 15 She is more precious than 
rubies; nothing you desire can compare with her. 16 Long life is in her right hand; in her le� 
hand are riches and honor. 17 Her ways are pleasant ways, and all her paths are peace. 18 She is 
a tree of life to those who take hold of her; those who hold her fast will be blessed. 19 By 
wisdom the Lord laid the earth’s founda�ons, by understanding he set the heavens in place; 20 
by his knowledge the watery depths were divided, and the clouds let drop the dew. 21 My son, 
do not let wisdom and understanding out of your sight, preserve sound judgment and 
discre�on; 22 they will be life for you, an ornament to grace your neck. 23 Then you will go on 
your way in safety, and your foot will not stumble. 24 When you lie down, you will not be afraid; 
when you lie down, your sleep will be sweet. 25 Have no fear of sudden disaster or of the ruin 
that overtakes the wicked, 26 for the Lord will be at your side and will keep your foot from being 
snared. 27 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. 
28 Do not say to your neighbor, “Come back tomorrow and I’ll give it to you”— when you 
already have it with you. 29 Do not plot harm against your neighbor, who lives trus�ully near 
you.30 Do not accuse anyone for no reason—when they have done you no harm. 31 Do not 
envy the violent or choose any of their ways. 32 For the Lord detests the perverse but takes the 
upright into his confidence. 33 The Lord’s curse is on the house of the wicked, but he blesses the 
home of the righteous. 34 He mocks proud mockers but shows favor to the humble and 
oppressed. 35 The wise inherit honor, but fools get only shame. 

INVITATIONS OF WISDOM AND FOLLY 
(Proverbs 9:1-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 Wisdom has built her house; she has set up its seven pillars. 2 She has prepared her meat and 
mixed her wine; she has also set her table. 3 She has sent out her servants, and she calls from 
the highest point of the city, 4 “Let all who are simple come to my house!” To those who have 
no sense she says, 5 “Come, eat my food and drink the wine I have mixed. 6 Leave your simple 
ways and you will live; walk in the way of insight.” 7 Whoever corrects a mocker invites insults; 
whoever rebukes the wicked incurs abuse. 8 Do not rebuke mockers or they will hate you; 
rebuke the wise and they will love you. 9 Instruct the wise and they will be wiser s�ll; teach the 
righteous and they will add to their learning. 10 The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
and knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 11 For through wisdom your days will be 
many, and years will be added to your life. 12 If you are wise, your wisdom will reward you; if 
you are a mocker, you alone will suffer. 13 Folly is an unruly woman; she is simple and knows 
nothing. 14 She sits at the door of her house, on a seat at the highest point of the city, 15 calling 



out to those who pass by, who go straight on their way, 16 “Let all who are simple come to my 
house!” To those who have no sense she says, 17 “Stolen water is sweet; food eaten in secret is 
delicious!” 18 But litle do they know that the dead are there, that her guests are deep in the 
realm of the dead. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 10:1-32, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 The proverbs of Solomon: A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish son brings grief to 
his mother. 2 Ill-goten treasures have no las�ng value, but righteousness delivers from death. 3 
The Lord does not let the righteous go hungry, but he thwarts the craving of the wicked. 4 Lazy 
hands make for poverty, but diligent hands bring wealth. 5 He who gathers crops in summer is a 
prudent son, but he who sleeps during harvest is a disgraceful son. 6 Blessings crown the head 
of the righteous, but violence overwhelms the mouth of the wicked. 7 The name of the 
righteous is used in blessings, but the name of the wicked will rot. 8 The wise in heart accept 
commands, but a chatering fool comes to ruin. 9 Whoever walks in integrity walks securely, but 
whoever takes crooked paths will be found out. 10 Whoever winks maliciously causes grief, and 
a chatering fool comes to ruin. 11 The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, but the 
mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 12 Hatred s�rs up conflict, but love covers over all 
wrongs. 13 Wisdom is found on the lips of the discerning, but a rod is for the back of one who 
has no sense. 14 The wise store up knowledge, but the mouth of a fool invites ruin. 15 The 
wealth of the rich is their for�fied city, but poverty is the ruin of the poor. 16 The wages of the 
righteous is life, but the earnings of the wicked are sin and death. 17 Whoever heeds discipline 
shows the way to life, but whoever ignores correc�on leads others astray. 18 Whoever conceals 
hatred with lying lips and spreads slander is a fool. 19 Sin is not ended by mul�plying words, but 
the prudent hold their tongues. 20 The tongue of the righteous is choice silver, but the heart of 
the wicked is of litle value. 21 The lips of the righteous nourish many, but fools die for lack of 
sense. 22 The blessing of the Lord brings wealth, without painful toil for it. 23 A fool finds 
pleasure in wicked schemes, but a person of understanding delights in wisdom. 24 What the 
wicked dread will overtake them; what the righteous desire will be granted. 25 When the storm 
has swept by, the wicked are gone, but the righteous stand firm forever. 26 As vinegar to the 
teeth and smoke to the eyes, so are sluggards to those who send them. 27 The fear of the Lord 
adds length to life, but the years of the wicked are cut short. 28 The prospect of the righteous is 
joy, but the hopes of the wicked come to nothing. 29 The way of the Lord is a refuge for the 
blameless, but it is the ruin of those who do evil. 30 The righteous will never be uprooted, but 
the wicked will not remain in the land. 31 From the mouth of the righteous comes the fruit of 
wisdom, but a perverse tongue will be silenced. 32 The lips of the righteous know what finds 
favor, but the mouth of the wicked only what is perverse. 



PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 12:1-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge, but whoever hates correc�on is stupid.2 Good 
people obtain favor from the Lord, but he condemns those who devise wicked schemes. 3 No 
one can be established through wickedness, but the righteous cannot be uprooted. 4 A wife of 
noble character is her husband’s crown, but a disgraceful wife is like decay in his bones. 5 The 
plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is decei�ul. 6 The words of the 
wicked lie in wait for blood, but the speech of the upright rescues them. 7 The wicked are 
overthrown and are no more, but the house of the righteous stands firm. 8 A person is praised 
according to their prudence, and one with a warped mind is despised. 9 Beter to be a nobody 
and yet have a servant than pretend to be somebody and have no food. 10 The righteous care 
for the needs of their animals, but the kindest acts of the wicked are cruel. 11 Those who work 
their land will have abundant food, but those who chase fantasies have no sense. 12 The wicked 
desire the stronghold of evildoers, but the root of the righteous endures. 13 Evildoers are 
trapped by their sinful talk, and so the innocent escape trouble. 14 From the fruit of their lips 
people are filled with good things, and the work of their hands brings them reward. 15 The way 
of fools seems right to them, but the wise listen to advice. 16 Fools show their annoyance at 
once, but the prudent overlook an insult. 17 An honest witness tells the truth, but a false 
witness tells lies. 18 The words of the reckless pierce like swords, but the tongue of the wise 
brings healing. 19 Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue lasts only a moment. 20 Deceit 
is in the hearts of those who plot evil, but those who promote peace have joy. 21 No harm 
overtakes the righteous, but the wicked have their fill of trouble. 22 The Lord detests lying lips, 
but he delights in people who are trustworthy. 23 The prudent keep their knowledge to 
themselves, but a fool’s heart blurts out folly. 24 Diligent hands will rule, but laziness ends in 
forced labor. 25 Anxiety weighs down the heart, but a kind word cheers it up. 26 The righteous 
choose their friends carefully, but the way of the wicked leads them astray. 27 The lazy do not 
roast any game, but the diligent feed on the riches of the hunt. 28 In the way of righteousness 
there is life; along that path is immortality. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 13:1-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 A wise son heeds his father’s instruc�on, but a mocker does not respond to rebukes. 2 From 
the fruit of their lips people enjoy good things, but the unfaithful have an appe�te for violence. 
3 Those who guard their lips preserve their lives, but those who speak rashly will come to ruin. 4 
A sluggard’s appe�te is never filled, but the desires of the diligent are fully sa�sfied. 5 The 
righteous hate what is false, but the wicked make themselves a stench and bring shame on 
themselves. 6 Righteousness guards the person of integrity, but wickedness overthrows the 



sinner. 7 One person pretends to be rich, yet has nothing; another pretends to be poor, yet has 
great wealth. 8 A person’s riches may ransom their life, but the poor cannot respond to 
threatening rebukes. 9 The light of the righteous shines brightly, but the lamp of the wicked is 
snuffed out. 10 Where there is strife, there is pride, but wisdom is found in those who take 
advice. 11 Dishonest money dwindles away, but whoever gathers money litle by litle makes it 
grow. 12 Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a longing fulfilled is a tree of life. 13 Whoever 
scorns instruc�on will pay for it, but whoever respects a command is rewarded. 14 The teaching 
of the wise is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death. 15 Good judgment 
wins favor, but the way of the unfaithful leads to their destruc�on. 16 All who are prudent act 
with knowledge, but fools expose their folly. 17 A wicked messenger falls into trouble, but a 
trustworthy envoy brings healing. 18 Whoever disregards discipline comes to poverty and 
shame, but whoever heeds correc�on is honored. 19 A longing fulfilled is sweet to the soul, but 
fools detest turning from evil. 20 Walk with the wise and become wise, for a companion of fools 
suffers harm. 21 Trouble pursues the sinner, but the righteous are rewarded with good things. 
22 A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children, but a sinner’s wealth is 
stored up for the righteous. 23 An unplowed field produces food for the poor, but injus�ce 
sweeps it away. 24 Whoever spares the rod hates their children, but the one who loves their 
children is careful to discipline them. 25 The righteous eat to their hearts’ content, but the 
stomach of the wicked goes hungry. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 14:1-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

The wise woman builds her house, but with her own hands the foolish one tears hers down. 2 
Whoever fears the Lord walks uprightly, but those who despise him are devious in their ways. 3 
A fool’s mouth lashes out with pride, but the lips of the wise protect them. 4 Where there are 
no oxen, the manger is empty, but from the strength of an ox come abundant harvests. 5 An 
honest witness does not deceive, but a false witness pours out lies. 6 The mocker seeks wisdom 
and finds none, but knowledge comes easily to the discerning. 7 Stay away from a fool, for you 
will not find knowledge on their lips. 8 The wisdom of the prudent is to give thought to their 
ways, but the folly of fools is decep�on. 9 Fools mock at making amends for sin, but goodwill is 
found among the upright. 10 Each heart knows its own biterness, and no one else can share its 
joy. 11 The house of the wicked will be destroyed, but the tent of the upright will flourish. 12 
There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death. 13 Even in laughter the 
heart may ache, and rejoicing may end in grief. 14 The faithless will be fully repaid for their 
ways, and the good rewarded for theirs. 15 The simple believe anything, but the prudent give 
thought to their steps. 16 The wise fear the Lord and shun evil, but a fool is hotheaded and yet 
feels secure. 17 A quick-tempered person does foolish things, and the one who devises evil 
schemes is hated. 18 The simple inherit folly, but the prudent are crowned with knowledge. 19 



Evildoers will bow down in the presence of the good, and the wicked at the gates of the 
righteous. 20 The poor are shunned even by their neighbors, but the rich have many friends. 21 
It is a sin to despise one’s neighbor, but blessed is the one who is kind to the needy. 22 Do not 
those who plot evil go astray? But those who plan what is good find love and faithfulness. 23 All 
hard work brings a profit, but mere talk leads only to poverty. 24 The wealth of the wise is their 
crown, but the folly of fools yields folly. 25 A truthful witness saves lives, but a false witness is 
decei�ul. 26 Whoever fears the Lord has a secure fortress, and for their children it will be a 
refuge. 27 The fear of the Lord is a fountain of life, turning a person from the snares of death. 28 
A large popula�on is a king’s glory, but without subjects a prince is ruined. 29 Whoever is 
pa�ent has great understanding, but one who is quick-tempered displays folly. 30 A heart at 
peace gives life to the body, but envy rots the bones. 31 Whoever oppresses the poor shows 
contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honors God. 32 When calamity 
comes, the wicked are brought down, but even in death the righteous seek refuge in God. 33 
Wisdom reposes in the heart of the discerning and even among fools she lets herself be known. 
34 Righteousness exalts a na�on, but sin condemns any people. 35 A king delights in a wise 
servant, but a shameful servant arouses his fury. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 15:1-33, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word s�rs up anger. 
2 The tongue of the wise adorns knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly. 3 The eyes 
of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good. 4 The soothing tongue 
is a tree of life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit. 5 A fool spurns a parent’s discipline, 
but whoever heeds correc�on shows prudence. 6 The house of the righteous contains great 
treasure, but the income of the wicked brings ruin. 7 The lips of the wise spread knowledge, but 
the hearts of fools are not upright. 8 The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer 
of the upright pleases him. 9 The Lord detests the way of the wicked, but he loves those who 
pursue righteousness. 10 Stern discipline awaits anyone who leaves the path; the one who 
hates correc�on will die. 11 Death and Destruc�on lie open before the Lord—how much more 
do human hearts! 12 Mockers resent correc�on, so they avoid the wise. 13 A happy heart 
makes the face cheerful, but heartache crushes the spirit. 14 The discerning heart seeks 
knowledge, but the mouth of a fool feeds on folly. 15 All the days of the oppressed are 
wretched, but the cheerful heart has a con�nual feast. 16 Beter a litle with the fear of the Lord 
than great wealth with turmoil. 17 Beter a small serving of vegetables with love than a fatened 
calf with hatred. 18 A hot-tempered person s�rs up conflict, but the one who is pa�ent calms a 
quarrel. 19 The way of the sluggard is blocked with thorns, but the path of the upright is a 
highway. 20 A wise son brings joy to his father, but a foolish man despises his mother. 21 Folly 
brings joy to one who has no sense, but whoever has understanding keeps a straight course. 22 



Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they succeed. 23 A person finds joy in 
giving an apt reply— and how good is a �mely word! 24 The path of life leads upward for the 
prudent to keep them from going down to the realm of the dead. 25 The Lord tears down the 
house of the proud, but he sets the widow’s boundary stones in place. 26 The Lord detests the 
thoughts of the wicked, but gracious words are pure in his sight. 27 The greedy bring ruin to 
their households, but the one who hates bribes will live. 28 The heart of the righteous weighs 
its answers, but the mouth of the wicked gushes evil. 29 The Lord is far from the wicked, but he 
hears the prayer of the righteous. 30 Light in a messenger’s eyes brings joy to the heart, and 
good news gives health to the bones. 31 Whoever heeds life-giving correc�on will be at home 
among the wise. 32 Those who disregard discipline despise themselves, but the one who heeds 
correc�on gains understanding. 33 Wisdom’s instruc�on is to fear the Lord, and humility comes 
before honor. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 16:1-33, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 To humans belong the plans of the heart, but from the Lord comes the proper answer of the 
tongue. 2 All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but mo�ves are weighed by the Lord. 3 
Commit to the Lord whatever you do, and he will establish your plans. 4 The Lord works out 
everything to its proper end—even the wicked for a day of disaster. 5 The Lord detests all the 
proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go unpunished. 6 Through love and faithfulness sin 
is atoned for; through the fear of the Lord evil is avoided. 7 When the Lord takes pleasure in 
anyone’s way, he causes their enemies to make peace with them. 8 Beter a litle with 
righteousness than much gain with injus�ce. 9 In their hearts humans plan their course, but the 
Lord establishes their steps. 10 The lips of a king speak as an oracle, and his mouth does not 
betray jus�ce. 11 Honest scales and balances belong to the Lord; all the weights in the bag are 
of his making. 12 Kings detest wrongdoing, for a throne is established through righteousness. 13 
Kings take pleasure in honest lips; they value the one who speaks what is right. 14 A king’s 
wrath is a messenger of death, but the wise will appease it. 15 When a king’s face brightens, it 
means life; his favor is like a rain cloud in spring. 16 How much beter to get wisdom than gold, 
to get insight rather than silver! 17 The highway of the upright avoids evil; those who guard 
their ways preserve their lives. 18 Pride goes before destruc�on, a haughty spirit before a fall. 
19 Beter to be lowly in spirit along with the oppressed than to share plunder with the proud. 
20 Whoever gives heed to instruc�on prospers, and blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord. 
21 The wise in heart are called discerning, and gracious words promote instruc�on. 22 Prudence 
is a fountain of life to the prudent, but folly brings punishment to fools. 23 The hearts of the 
wise make their mouths prudent, and their lips promote instruc�on. 24 Gracious words are a 
honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones. 25 There is a way that appears to be 
right, but in the end it leads to death. 26 The appe�te of laborers works for them; their hunger 



drives them on. 27 A scoundrel plots evil, and on their lips it is like a scorching fire. 28 A 
perverse person s�rs up conflict, and a gossip separates close friends. 29 A violent person 
en�ces their neighbor and leads them down a path that is not good. 30 Whoever winks with 
their eye is plo�ng perversity; whoever purses their lips is bent on evil. 31 Gray hair is a crown 
of splendor; it is atained in the way of righteousness. 32 Beter a pa�ent person than a warrior, 
one with self-control than one who takes a city. 33 The lot is cast into the lap, but its every 
decision is from the Lord. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 17:1-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

17 Beter a dry crust with peace and quiet than a house full of feas�ng, with strife. 2 A prudent 
servant will rule over a disgraceful son and will share the inheritance as one of the family. 3 The 
crucible for silver and the furnace for gold, but the Lord tests the heart. 4 A wicked person 
listens to decei�ul lips; a liar pays aten�on to a destruc�ve tongue. 5 Whoever mocks the poor 
shows contempt for their Maker; whoever gloats over disaster will not go unpunished. 6 
Children’s children are a crown to the aged, and parents are the pride of their children. 7 
Eloquent lips are unsuited to a godless fool— how much worse lying lips to a ruler! 8 A bribe is 
seen as a charm by the one who gives it; they think success will come at every turn. 9 Whoever 
would foster love covers over an offense, but whoever repeats the mater separates close 
friends. 10 A rebuke impresses a discerning person more than a hundred lashes a fool. 11 
Evildoers foster rebellion against God; the messenger of death will be sent against them. 12 
Beter to meet a bear robbed of her cubs than a fool bent on folly. 13 Evil will never leave the 
house of one who pays back evil for good. 14 Star�ng a quarrel is like breaching a dam; so drop 
the mater before a dispute breaks out. 15 Acqui�ng the guilty and condemning the innocent— 
the Lord detests them both. 16 Why should fools have money in hand to buy wisdom, when 
they are not able to understand it? 17 A friend loves at all �mes, and a brother is born for a �me 
of adversity. 18 One who has no sense shakes hands in pledge and puts up security for a 
neighbor. 19 Whoever loves a quarrel loves sin; whoever builds a high gate invites destruc�on. 
20 One whose heart is corrupt does not prosper; one whose tongue is perverse falls into 
trouble. 21 To have a fool for a child brings grief; there is no joy for the parent of a godless fool. 
22 A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones. 23 The wicked 
accept bribes in secret to pervert the course of jus�ce. 24 A discerning person keeps wisdom in 
view, but a fool’s eyes wander to the ends of the earth. 25 A foolish son brings grief to his father 
and biterness to the mother who bore him. 26 If imposing a fine on the innocent is not good, 
surely to flog honest officials is not right. 27 The one who has knowledge uses words with 
restraint, and whoever has understanding is even-tempered. 28 Even fools are thought wise if 
they keep silent, and discerning if they hold their tongues. 



PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 19:1-29, New Interna�onal Version) 

19 Beter the poor whose walk is blameless than a fool whose lips are perverse. 2 Desire 
without knowledge is not good—how much more will hasty feet miss the way! 3 A person’s own 
folly leads to their ruin, yet their heart rages against the Lord. 4 Wealth atracts many friends, 
but even the closest friend of the poor person deserts them. 5 A false witness will not go 
unpunished, and whoever pours out lies will not go free. 6 Many curry favor with a ruler, and 
everyone is the friend of one who gives gi�s. 7 The poor are shunned by all their rela�ves—how 
much more do their friends avoid them! Though the poor pursue them with pleading, they are 
nowhere to be found. 8 The one who gets wisdom loves life; the one who cherishes 
understanding will soon prosper. 9 A false witness will not go unpunished, and whoever pours 
out lies will perish. 10 It is not fi�ng for a fool to live in luxury—how much worse for a slave to 
rule over princes! 11 A person’s wisdom yields pa�ence; it is to one’s glory to overlook an 
offense. 12 A king’s rage is like the roar of a lion, but his favor is like dew on the grass. 13 A 
foolish child is a father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky 
roof. 14 Houses and wealth are inherited from parents, but a prudent wife is from the Lord. 15 
Laziness brings on deep sleep, and the shi�less go hungry. 16 Whoever keeps commandments 
keeps their life, but whoever shows contempt for their ways will die. 17 Whoever is kind to the 
poor lends to the Lord, and he will reward them for what they have done. 18 Discipline your 
children, for in that there is hope; do not be a willing party to their death. 19 A hot-tempered 
person must pay the penalty; rescue them, and you will have to do it again. 20 Listen to advice 
and accept discipline, and at the end you will be counted among the wise. 21 Many are the 
plans in a person’s heart, but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails. 22 What a person desires is 
unfailing love; beter to be poor than a liar. 23 The fear of the Lord leads to life; then one rests 
content, untouched by trouble. 24 A sluggard buries his hand in the dish; he will not even bring 
it back to his mouth! 25 Flog a mocker, and the simple will learn prudence; rebuke the 
discerning, and they will gain knowledge. 26 Whoever robs their father and drives out their 
mother is a child who brings shame and disgrace. 27 Stop listening to instruc�on, my son, and 
you will stray from the words of knowledge. 28 A corrupt witness mocks at jus�ce, and the 
mouth of the wicked gulps down evil. 29 Penal�es are prepared for mockers, and bea�ngs for 
the backs of fools. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 20:1-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

20 Wine is a mocker and beer a brawler; whoever is led astray by them is not wise. 2 A king’s 
wrath strikes terror like the roar of a lion; those who anger him forfeit their lives. 3 It is to one’s 
honor to avoid strife, but every fool is quick to quarrel. 4 Sluggards do not plow in season; so at 



harvest �me they look but find nothing. 5 The purposes of a person’s heart are deep waters, but 
one who has insight draws them out. 6 Many claim to have unfailing love, but a faithful person 
who can find? 7 The righteous lead blameless lives; blessed are their children a�er them. 8 
When a king sits on his throne to judge, he winnows out all evil with his eyes. 9 Who can say, “I 
have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin”? 10 Differing weights and differing 
measures—the Lord detests them both. 11 Even small children are known by their ac�ons, so is 
their conduct really pure and upright? 12 Ears that hear and eyes that see—the Lord has made 
them both. 13 Do not love sleep or you will grow poor; stay awake and you will have food to 
spare. 14 “It’s no good, it’s no good!” says the buyer—then goes off and boasts about the 
purchase. 15 Gold there is, and rubies in abundance, but lips that speak knowledge are a rare 
jewel. 16 Take the garment of one who puts up security for a stranger; hold it in pledge if it is 
done for an outsider. 17 Food gained by fraud tastes sweet, but one ends up with a mouth full 
of gravel. 18 Plans are established by seeking advice; so if you wage war, obtain guidance. 19 A 
gossip betrays a confidence; so avoid anyone who talks too much. 20 If someone curses their 
father or mother, their lamp will be snuffed out in pitch darkness. 21 An inheritance claimed too 
soon will not be blessed at the end. 22 Do not say, “I’ll pay you back for this wrong!” Wait for 
the Lord, and he will avenge you. 23 The Lord detests differing weights, and dishonest scales do 
not please him. 24 A person’s steps are directed by the Lord. How then can anyone understand 
their own way? 25 It is a trap to dedicate something rashly and only later to consider one’s 
vows. 26 A wise king winnows out the wicked; he drives the threshing wheel over them. 27 The 
human spirit is the lamp of the Lord that sheds light on one’s inmost being. 28 Love and 
faithfulness keep a king safe; through love his throne is made secure. 29 The glory of young men 
is their strength, gray hair the splendor of the old. 30 Blows and wounds scrub away evil, and 
bea�ngs purge the inmost being. 

PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 21:1-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 In the Lord’s hand the king’s heart is a stream of water that he channels toward all who 
please him. 2 A person may think their own ways are right, but the Lord weighs the heart. 3 To 
do what is right and just is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 4 Haughty eyes and a 
proud heart—the unplowed field of the wicked—produce sin. 5 The plans of the diligent lead to 
profit as surely as haste leads to poverty. 6 A fortune made by a lying tongue is a flee�ng vapor 
and a deadly snare. 7 The violence of the wicked will drag them away, for they refuse to do what 
is right. 8 The way of the guilty is devious, but the conduct of the innocent is upright. 9 Beter to 
live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife. 10 The wicked crave 
evil; their neighbors get no mercy from them. 11 When a mocker is punished, the simple gain 
wisdom; by paying aten�on to the wise they get knowledge. 12 The Righteous One takes note 
of the house of the wicked and brings the wicked to ruin. 13 Whoever shuts their ears to the cry 



of the poor will also cry out and not be answered. 14 A gi� given in secret soothes anger, and a 
bribe concealed in the cloak pacifies great wrath. 15 When jus�ce is done, it brings joy to the 
righteous but terror to evildoers. 16 Whoever strays from the path of prudence comes to rest in 
the company of the dead. 17 Whoever loves pleasure will become poor; whoever loves wine 
and olive oil will never be rich. 18 The wicked become a ransom for the righteous, and the 
unfaithful for the upright. 19 Beter to live in a desert than with a quarrelsome and nagging 
wife. 20 The wise store up choice food and olive oil, but fools gulp theirs down. 21 Whoever 
pursues righteousness and love finds life, prosperity and honor. 22 One who is wise can go up 
against the city of the mighty and pull down the stronghold in which they trust. 23 Those who 
guard their mouths and their tongues keep themselves from calamity. 24 The proud and 
arrogant person—“Mocker” is his name—behaves with insolent fury. 25 The craving of a 
sluggard will be the death of him, because his hands refuse to work. 26 All day long he craves 
for more, but the righteous give without sparing. 27 The sacrifice of the wicked is detestable—
how much more so when brought with evil intent! 28 A false witness will perish, but a careful 
listener will tes�fy successfully. 29 The wicked put up a bold front, but the upright give thought 
to their ways. 30 There is no wisdom, no insight, no plan that can succeed against the Lord. 31 
The horse is made ready for the day of batle, but victory rests with the Lord. 

SAYINGS OF THE WISE 
(Proverbs 22:6-9, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn 
from it. 7 The rich rule over the poor, and the borrower is slave to the lender. 8 Whoever sows 
injus�ce reaps calamity, and the rod they wield in fury will be broken. 9 The generous will 
themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor. 

SAYING 9 
(Proverbs 23:6-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 Do not eat the food of a begrudging host, do not crave his delicacies; 7 for he is the kind of 
person who is always thinking about the cost. “Eat and drink,” he says to you, but his heart is 
not with you. 8 You will vomit up the litle you have eaten and will have wasted your 
compliments. 

SAYING 19 
(Proverbs 23:29-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

29 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has strife? Who has complaints?Who has needless 
bruises? Who has bloodshot eyes? 30 Those who linger over wine, who go to sample bowls of 
mixed wine. 31 Do not gaze at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup, when it goes 
down smoothly! 32 In the end it bites like a snake and poisons like a viper. 33 Your eyes will see 



strange sights, and your mind will imagine confusing things. 34 You will be like one sleeping on 
the high seas, lying on top of the rigging. 35 “They hit me,” you will say, “but I’m not hurt! They 
beat me, but I don’t feel it! When will I wake up so I can find another drink?” 

SAYING 27 
(Proverbs 24:15-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Do not lurk like a thief near the house of the righteous, do not plunder their dwelling place; 
16 for though the righteous fall seven �mes, they rise again, but the wicked stumble when 
calamity strikes. 

MORE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 28:1-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

28 The wicked flee though no one pursues, but the righteous are as bold as a lion. 2 When a 
country is rebellious, it has many rulers, but a ruler with discernment and knowledge maintains 
order. 3 A ruler who oppresses the poor is like a driving rain that leaves no crops. 4 Those who 
forsake instruc�on praise the wicked, but those who heed it resist them. 5 Evildoers do not 
understand what is right, but those who seek the Lord understand it fully. 6 Beter the poor 
whose walk is blameless than the rich whose ways are perverse. 7 A discerning son heeds 
instruc�on, but a companion of glutons disgraces his father. 8 Whoever increases wealth by 
taking interest or profit from the poor amasses it for another, who will be kind to the poor. 9 If 
anyone turns a deaf ear to my instruc�on, even their prayers are detestable. 10 Whoever leads 
the upright along an evil path will fall into their own trap, but the blameless will receive a good 
inheritance. 11 The rich are wise in their own eyes; one who is poor and discerning sees how 
deluded they are. 12 When the righteous triumph, there is great ela�on; but when the wicked 
rise to power, people go into hiding. 13 Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the 
one who confesses and renounces them finds mercy. 14 Blessed is the one who always trembles 
before God, but whoever hardens their heart falls into trouble. 15 Like a roaring lion or a 
charging bear is a wicked ruler over a helpless people. 16 A tyrannical ruler prac�ces extor�on, 
but one who hates ill-goten gain will enjoy a long reign. 17 Anyone tormented by the guilt of 
murder will seek refuge in the grave; let no one hold them back. 18 The one whose walk is 
blameless is kept safe, but the one whose ways are perverse will fall into the pit. 19 Those who 
work their land will have abundant food, but those who chase fantasies will have their fill of 
poverty. 20 A faithful person will be richly blessed, but one eager to get rich will not go 
unpunished. 21 To show par�ality is not good—yet a person will do wrong for a piece of bread. 
22 The s�ngy are eager to get rich and are unaware that poverty awaits them. 23 Whoever 
rebukes a person will in the end gain favor rather than one who has a flatering tongue. 24 
Whoever robs their father or mother and says, “It’s not wrong,” is partner to one who destroys. 
25 The greedy s�r up conflict, but those who trust in the Lord will prosper. 26 Those who trust 



in themselves are fools, but those who walk in wisdom are kept safe. 27 Those who give to the 
poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to them receive many curses. 28 When 
the wicked rise to power, people go into hiding; but when the wicked perish, the righteous 
thrive. 

MORE PROVERBS OF SOLOMON 
(Proverbs 29:1-27, New Interna�onal Version) 

29 Whoever remains s�ff-necked a�er many rebukes will suddenly be destroyed—without 
remedy. 2 When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people 
groan. 3 A man who loves wisdom brings joy to his father, but a companion of pros�tutes 
squanders his wealth. 4 By jus�ce a king gives a country stability, but those who are greedy for 
bribes tear it down. 5 Those who flater their neighbors are spreading nets for their feet. 6 
Evildoers are snared by their own sin, but the righteous shout for joy and are glad. 7 The 
righteous care about jus�ce for the poor, but the wicked have no such concern. 8 Mockers s�r 
up a city, but the wise turn away anger. 9 If a wise person goes to court with a fool, the fool 
rages and scoffs, and there is no peace. 10 The bloodthirsty hate a person of integrity and seek 
to kill the upright. 11 Fools give full vent to their rage, but the wise bring calm in the end. 12 If a 
ruler listens to lies, all his officials become wicked. 13 The poor and the oppressor have this in 
common: The Lord gives sight to the eyes of both. 14 If a king judges the poor with fairness, his 
throne will be established forever. 15 A rod and a reprimand impart wisdom, but a child le� 
undisciplined disgraces its mother. 16 When the wicked thrive, so does sin, but the righteous 
will see their downfall. 17 Discipline your children, and they will give you peace; they will bring 
you the delights you desire. 18 Where there is no revela�on, people cast off restraint; but 
blessed is the one who heeds wisdom’s instruc�on. 19 Servants cannot be corrected by mere 
words; though they understand, they will not respond. 20 Do you see someone who speaks in 
haste? There is more hope for a fool than for them. 21 A servant pampered from youth will turn 
out to be insolent. 22 An angry person s�rs up conflict, and a hot-tempered person commits 
many sins. 23 Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honor. 24 The accomplices of 
thieves are their own enemies; they are put under oath and dare not tes�fy. 25 Fear of man will 
prove to be a snare, but whoever trusts in the Lord is kept safe. 26 Many seek an audience with 
a ruler, but it is from the Lord that one gets jus�ce. 27 The righteous detest the dishonest; the 
wicked detest the upright. 

THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS 
(Revela�ons 3:1-6, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 “Write this leter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who 
has the sevenfold Spirit of God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and that you 
have a reputa�on for being alive—but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what litle remains, 



for even what is le� is almost dead. I find that your ac�ons do not meet the requirements of my 
God. 3 Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me 
again. If you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. 4 “Yet there 
are some in the church in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk with 
me in white, for they are worthy. 5 All who are victorious will be clothed in white. I will never 
erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce before my Father and his angels 
that they are mine. 6 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what 
he is saying to the churches. 

THE MESSAGE TO THE CHURCH IN PHILADELPHIA 
(Revela�ons 3:7-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 “Write this leter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one 
who is holy and true, the one who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; and 
what he closes, no one can open: 8 “I know all the things you do, and I have opened a door for 
you that no one can close. You have litle strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not deny 
me. 9 Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are 
Jews but are not—to come and bow down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the 
ones I love. 10 “Because you have obeyed my command to persevere, I will protect you from 
the great �me of tes�ng that will come upon the whole world to test those who belong to this 
world. 11 I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your 
crown. 12 All who are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will 
never have to leave it. And I will write on them the name of my God, and they will be ci�zens in 
the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from heaven from my God. And I will 
also write on them my new name. 13 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches. 

TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA 
(Revela�ons 3:14-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 “To the angel of the church in Laodicea write: These are the words of the Amen, the faithful 
and true witness, the ruler of God’s crea�on. 15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold 
nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other! 16 So, because you are lukewarm—neither hot 
nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say, ‘I am rich; I have acquired wealth 
and do not need a thing.’ But you do not realize that you are wretched, pi�ful, poor, blind and 
naked. 18 I counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and 
white clothes to wear, so you can cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your 
eyes, so you can see. 19 Those whom I love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. 
20 Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will 
come in and eat with that person, and they with me. 21 To the one who is victorious, I will give 



the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat down with my Father on 
his throne. 22 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches.” 

THE THRONE IN HEAVEN 
(Revela�ons 4:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 A�er this I looked, and there before me was a door standing open in heaven. And the voice I 
had first heard speaking to me like a trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show you what 
must take place a�er this.” 2 At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in 
heaven with someone si�ng on it. 3 And the one who sat there had the appearance of jasper 
and ruby. A rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne 
were twenty-four other thrones, and seated on them were twenty-four elders. They were 
dressed in white and had crowns of gold on their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of 
lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. 
These are the seven spirits of God. 6 Also in front of the throne there was what looked like a sea 
of glass, clear as crystal. In the center, around the throne, were four living creatures, and they 
were covered with eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living creature was like a lion, the 
second was like an ox, the third had a face like a man, the fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each 
of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all around, even under its 
wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 
“‘Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,’ who was, and is, and is to come.” 9 Whenever the 
living creatures give glory, honor and thanks to him who sits on the throne and who lives for 
ever and ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who sits on the throne and 
worship him who lives for ever and ever. They lay their crowns before the throne and say: 11 
“You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all 
things, and by your will they were created and have their being.” 

THE SCROLL AND THE LAMB 
(Revela�ons 5:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with wri�ng on both sides 
and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, “Who is 
worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth or under the 
earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was found 
who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the elders said to me, “Do not 
weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open 
the scroll and its seven seals.” 6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at 
the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. The Lamb had 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth. 7 He 
went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he had 



taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each 
one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 
God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to 
open its seals, because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons 
from every tribe and language and people and na�on. 10 You have made them to be a kingdom 
and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.” 11 Then I looked and heard the 
voice of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand �mes ten 
thousand. They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice 
they were saying: “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom 
and strength and honor and glory and praise!” 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: “To him who sits on 
the throne and to the Lamb be praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!” 14 
The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

PRAISE FROM THE GREAT CROWD 
(Revela�ons 7:9-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 A�er this I saw a vast crowd, too great to count, from every na�on and tribe and people and 
language, standing in front of the throne and before the Lamb. They were clothed in white 
robes and held palm branches in their hands. 10 And they were shou�ng with a great roar, 
“Salva�on comes from our God who sits on the throne and from the Lamb!” 11 And all the 
angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four living beings. And 
they fell before the throne with their faces to the ground and worshiped God. 12 They sang, 
“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and power and strength 
belong to our God forever and ever! Amen.” 13 Then one of the twenty-four elders asked me, 
“Who are these who are clothed in white? Where did they come from?” 14 And I said to him, 
“Sir, you are the one who knows.” Then he said to me, “These are the ones who died in the 
great tribula�on. They have washed their robes in the blood of the Lamb and made them white. 
15 “That is why they stand in front of God’s throne and serve him day and night in his Temple. 
And he who sits on the throne will give them shelter. 16 They will never again be hungry or 
thirsty; they will never be scorched by the heat of the sun. 17 For the Lamb on the throne will 
be their Shepherd. He will lead them to springs of life-giving water. And God will wipe every tear 
from their eyes.” 

THE JUDGMENT OF SATAN 
(Revela�ons 20:7-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

7 When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go out to 
deceive the na�ons in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather them for 
batle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across the breadth of 



the earth and surrounded the camp of God’s people, the city he loves. But fire came down from 
heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of 
burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented 
day and night for ever and ever. 

THE JUDGMENT OF THE DEAD 
(Revela�ons 20:11-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. The earth and the heavens 
fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and 
small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is 
the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that 
were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then death 
and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 Anyone 
whose name was not found writen in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire. 

A NEW HEAVEN AND A NEW EARTH 
(Revela�ons 21:1-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and there was no longer any sea. 2 I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beau�fully dressed for her husband. 3 And I 
heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the 
people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will be with them 
and be their God. 4 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or 
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated 
on the throne said, “I am making everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these 
words are trustworthy and true.” 6 He said to me: “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, 
the Beginning and the End. To the thirsty I will give water without cost from the spring of the 
water of life. 7 Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their God and they will 
be my children. 8 But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually 
immoral, those who prac�ce magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—they will be consigned to the 
fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death.” 

PAUL’S LONGING TO VISIT ROME 
(Romans 1:8-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported 
all over the world. 9 God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my 
witness how constantly I remember you 10 in my prayers at all �mes; and I pray that now at last 



by God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. 11 I long to see you so that I may 
impart to you some spiritual gi� to make you strong— 12 that is, that you and I may be 
mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. 13 I do not want you to be unaware, brothers and 
sisters, that I planned many �mes to come to you (but have been prevented from doing so un�l 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, just as I have had among the other 
Gen�les. 14 I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. 15 
That is why I am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome. 16 For I am not 
ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salva�on to everyone who 
believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gen�le. 17 For in the gospel the righteousness of God is 
revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is writen: “The righteous 
will live by faith.” 

GOD’S ANGER AT SIN 
(Romans 1:18-32, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who suppress the 
truth by their wickedness. 19 They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious 
to them. 20 For ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through 
everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible quali�es—his eternal power and divine 
nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God. 21 Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t 
worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what 
God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and confused. 22 Claiming to be wise, they 
instead became uter fools. 23 And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they 
worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and rep�les. 24 So God 
abandoned them to do whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile 
and degrading things with each other’s bodies. 25 They traded the truth about God for a lie. So 
they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator himself, who is worthy 
of eternal praise! Amen. 26 That is why God abandoned them to their shameful desires. Even 
the women turned against the natural way to have sex and instead indulged in sex with each 
other. 27 And the men, instead of having normal sexual rela�ons with women, burned with lust 
for each other. Men did shameful things with other men, and as a result of this sin, they 
suffered within themselves the penalty they deserved. 28 Since they thought it foolish to 
acknowledge God, he abandoned them to their foolish thinking and let them do things that 
should never be done. 29 Their lives became full of every kind of wickedness, sin, greed, hate, 
envy, murder, quarreling, decep�on, malicious behavior, and gossip. 30 They are backstabbers, 
haters of God, insolent, proud, and boas�ul. They invent new ways of sinning, and they disobey 
their parents. 31 They refuse to understand, break their promises, are heartless, and have no 
mercy. 32 They know God’s jus�ce requires that those who do these things deserve to die, yet 
they do them anyway. Worse yet, they encourage others to do them, too. 



GOD’S JUDGMENT OF SIN 
(Romans 2:1-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 You may think you can condemn such people, but you are just as bad, and you have no 
excuse! When you say they are wicked and should be punished, you are condemning yourself, 
for you who judge others do these very same things. 2 And we know that God, in his jus�ce, will 
punish anyone who does such things. 3 Since you judge others for doing these things, why do 
you think you can avoid God’s judgment when you do the same things? 4 Don’t you see how 
wonderfully kind, tolerant, and pa�ent God is with you? Does this mean nothing to you? Can’t 
you see that his kindness is intended to turn you from your sin? 5 But because you are stubborn 
and refuse to turn from your sin, you are storing up terrible punishment for yourself. For a day 
of anger is coming, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 6 He will judge everyone 
according to what they have done. 7 He will give eternal life to those who keep on doing good, 
seeking a�er the glory and honor and immortality that God offers. 8 But he will pour out his 
anger and wrath on those who live for themselves, who refuse to obey the truth and instead 
live lives of wickedness. 9 There will be trouble and calamity for everyone who keeps on doing 
what is evil—for the Jew first and also for the Gen�le. 10 But there will be glory and honor and 
peace from God for all who do good—for the Jew first and also for the Gen�le. 11 For God does 
not show favori�sm. 12 When the Gen�les sin, they will be destroyed, even though they never 
had God’s writen law. And the Jews, who do have God’s law, will be judged by that law when 
they fail to obey it. 13 For merely listening to the law doesn’t make us right with God. It is 
obeying the law that makes us right in his sight. 14 Even Gen�les, who do not have God’s 
writen law, show that they know his law when they ins�nc�vely obey it, even without having 
heard it. 15 They demonstrate that God’s law is writen in their hearts, for their own conscience 
and thoughts either accuse them or tell them they are doing right. 16 And this is the message I 
proclaim—that the day is coming when God, through Christ Jesus, will judge everyone’s secret 
life. 

NO ONE IS RIGHTEOUS 
(Romans 3:9-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

9 What shall we conclude then? Do we have any advantage? Not at all! For we have already 
made the charge that Jews and Gen�les alike are all under the power of sin. 10 As it is writen: 
“There is no one righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who understands; there is no one 
who seeks God. 12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no one 
who does good, not even one.” 13 “Their throats are open graves; their tongues prac�ce 
deceit.” “The poison of vipers is on their lips.” 14 “Their mouths are full of cursing and 
biterness.” 15 “Their feet are swi� to shed blood; 16 ruin and misery mark their ways, 17 and 
the way of peace they do not know.” 18 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” 19 Now we 



know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one will be 
declared righteous in God’s sight by the works of the law; rather, through the law we become 
conscious of our sin. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS THROUGH FAITH 
(Romans 3:21-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of God has been made known, to which the 
Law and the Prophets tes�fy. 22 This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. There is no difference between Jew and Gen�le, 23 for all have sinned and fall 
short of the glory of God, 24 and all are jus�fied freely by his grace through the redemp�on that 
came by Christ Jesus. 25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding 
of his blood—to be received by faith. He did this to demonstrate his righteousness, because in 
his forbearance he had le� the sins commited beforehand unpunished— 26 he did it to 
demonstrate his righteousness at the present �me, so as to be just and the one who jus�fies 
those who have faith in Jesus. 27 Where, then, is boas�ng? It is excluded. Because of what law? 
The law that requires works? No, because of the law that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that 
a person is jus�fied by faith apart from the works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of Jews only? 
Is he not the God of Gen�les too? Yes, of Gen�les too, 30 since there is only one God, who will 
jus�fy the circumcised by faith and the uncircumcised through that same faith. 31 Do we, then, 
nullify the law by this faith? Not at all! Rather, we uphold the law. 

PEACE AND HOPE 
(Romans 5:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Therefore, since we have been jus�fied through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 
now stand. And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3 Not only so, but we also glory in our 
sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; 4 perseverance, character; 
and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured 
out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. 6 You see, at just the right 
�me, when we were s�ll powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. 7 Very rarely will anyone die for 
a righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8 But God 
demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were s�ll sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Since 
we have now been jus�fied by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath 
through him! 10 For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to him through the 
death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11 
Not only is this so, but we also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we 
have now received reconcilia�on. 



DEATH THROUGH ADAM, LIFE THROUGH CHRIST 
(Romans 5:12-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this 
way death came to all people, because all sinned—13 To be sure, sin was in the world before 
the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 
Nevertheless, death reigned from the �me of Adam to the �me of Moses, even over those who 
did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a patern of the one to come. 15 But 
the gi� is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much 
more did God’s grace and the gi� that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow 
to the many! 16 Nor can the gi� of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The 
judgment followed one sin and brought condemna�on, but the gi� followed many trespasses 
and brought jus�fica�on. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that 
one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the 
gi� of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ! 18 Consequently, just as 
one trespass resulted in condemna�on for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in 
jus�fica�on and life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the 
many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made 
righteous. 20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin 
increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace 
might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

DEAD TO SIN, ALIVE IN CHRIST 
(Romans 6:1-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! 
We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that 
all of us who were bap�zed into Christ Jesus were bap�zed into his death? 4 We were therefore 
buried with him through bap�sm into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the 
dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. 5 For if we have been united 
with him in a death like his, we will certainly also be united with him in a resurrec�on like his. 6 
For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body ruled by sin might be 
done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because anyone who has died 
has been set free from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 
him. 9 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no 
longer has mastery over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he 
lives, he lives to God. 11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ 
Jesus. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. 13 
Do not offer any part of yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer 



yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of 
yourself to him as an instrument of righteousness. 14 For sin shall no longer be your master, 
because you are not under the law, but under grace. 

SLAVES TO RIGHTEOUSNESS 
(Romans 6:15-23, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under the law but under grace? By no means! 
16 Don’t you know that when you offer yourselves to someone as obedient slaves, you are 
slaves of the one you obey—whether you are slaves to sin, which leads to death, or to 
obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But thanks be to God that, though you used to be 
slaves to sin, you have come to obey from your heart the patern of teaching that has now 
claimed your allegiance. 18 You have been set free from sin and have become slaves to 
righteousness. 19 I am using an example from everyday life because of your human limita�ons. 
Just as you used to offer yourselves as slaves to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so 
now offer yourselves as slaves to righteousness leading to holiness. 20 When you were slaves to 
sin, you were free from the control of righteousness. 21 What benefit did you reap at that �me 
from the things you are now ashamed of? Those things result in death! 22 But now that you 
have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gi� of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

PRESENT SUFFERING AND FUTURE GLORY 
(Romans 8:18-30, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 
revealed in us. 19 For the crea�on waits in eager expecta�on for the children of God to be 
revealed. 20 For the crea�on was subjected to frustra�on, not by its own choice, but by the will 
of the one who subjected it, in hope 21 that the crea�on itself will be liberated from its 
bondage to decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. 22 We know 
that the whole crea�on has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present 
�me. 23 Not only so, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for our adop�on to sonship, the redemp�on of our bodies. 24 For in this hope 
we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it pa�ently. 26 In the same way, the 
Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit 
himself intercedes for us through wordless groans. 27 And he who searches our hearts knows 
the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will 
of God. 28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 
have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God foreknew he also predes�ned to 



be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. 30 And those he predes�ned, he also called; those he called, he also jus�fied; those he 
jus�fied, he also glorified. 

MORE THAN CONQUERORS 
(Romans 8:31-39, New Interna�onal Version) 

31 What, then, shall we say in response to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along 
with him, graciously give us all things? 33 Who will bring any charge against those whom God 
has chosen? It is God who jus�fies. 34 Who then is the one who condemns? No one. Christ 
Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or 
persecu�on or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36 As it is writen: “For your sake we 
face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that neither 
death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 
39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all crea�on, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

ISRAEL'S UNBELIEF 
(Romans 9:30-10:21, New Interna�onal Version) 

9:30 What then shall we say? That the Gen�les, who did not pursue righteousness, have 
obtained it, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but the people of Israel, who pursued the law as 
the way of righteousness, have not atained their goal. 32 Why not? Because they pursued it 
not by faith but as if it were by works. They stumbled over the stumbling stone. 33 As it is 
writen: “See, I lay in Zion a stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them 
fall, and the one who believes in him will never be put to shame.” 10:1 Brothers and sisters, my 
heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved. 2 For I can tes�fy 
about them that they are zealous for God, but their zeal is not based on knowledge. 3 Since 
they did not know the righteousness of God and sought to establish their own, they did not 
submit to God’s righteousness. 4 Christ is the culmina�on of the law so that there may be 
righteousness for everyone who believes. 5 Moses writes this about the righteousness that is by 
the law: “The person who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that is 
by faith says: “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’” (that is, to bring Christ 
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 8 But 
what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the 
message concerning faith that we proclaim: 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” 
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with 



your heart that you believe and are jus�fied, and it is with your mouth that you profess your 
faith and are saved. 11 As Scripture says, “Anyone who believes in him will never be put to 
shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and Gen�le—the same Lord is Lord of all and 
richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be 
saved.” 14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they 
believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone 
preaching to them? 15 And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is writen: “How 
beau�ful are the feet of those who bring good news!” 16 But not all the Israelites accepted the 
good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed our message?” 17 Consequently, faith 
comes from hearing the message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 18 
But I ask: Did they not hear? Of course they did: “Their voice has gone out into all the earth, 
their words to the ends of the world.” 19 Again I ask: Did Israel not understand? First, Moses 
says, “I will make you envious by those who are not a na�on; I will make you angry by a na�on 
that has no understanding.” 20 And Isaiah boldly says, “I was found by those who did not seek 
me; I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me.” 21 But concerning Israel he says, “All 
day long I have held out my hands to a disobedient and obs�nate people.” 

A LIVING SACRIFICE 
(Romans 12:1-2, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a 
living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not 
conform to the patern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then 
you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will. 

HUMBLE SERVICE IN THE BODY OF CHRIST 
(Romans 12:3-8, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than 
you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the faith God 
has distributed to each of you. 4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and 
these members do not all have the same func�on, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one 
body, and each member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gi�s, according to the 
grace given to each of us. If your gi� is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then give 
encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if it is to show 
mercy, do it cheerfully. 

LOVE IN ACTION 
(Romans 12:9-21, New Interna�onal Version) 



9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in 
love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual 
fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, pa�ent in afflic�on, faithful in prayer. 13 Share 
with the Lord’s people who are in need. Prac�ce hospitality. 14 Bless those who persecute you; 
bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 
Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of 
low posi�on. Do not be conceited. 17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is 
right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 
everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is 
writen: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary: “If your enemy is 
hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. In doing this, you will heap 
burning coals on his head.” 21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

SUBMISSION TO GOVERNING AUTHORITIES 
(Romans 13:1-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Let everyone be subject to the governing authori�es, for there is no authority except that 
which God has established. The authori�es that exist have been established by God. 2 
Consequently, whoever rebels against the authority is rebelling against what God has ins�tuted, 
and those who do so will bring judgment on themselves. 3 For rulers hold no terror for those 
who do right, but for those who do wrong. Do you want to be free from fear of the one in 
authority? Then do what is right and you will be commended. 4 For the one in authority is God’s 
servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for rulers do not bear the sword for no 
reason. They are God’s servants, agents of wrath to bring punishment on the wrongdoer. 5 
Therefore, it is necessary to submit to the authori�es, not only because of possible punishment 
but also as a mater of conscience. 6 This is also why you pay taxes, for the authori�es are God’s 
servants, who give their full �me to governing. 7 Give to everyone what you owe them: If you 
owe taxes, pay taxes; if revenue, then revenue; if respect, then respect; if honor, then honor. 

LOVE FULFILLS THE LAW 
(Romans 13:8-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the con�nuing debt to love one another, for whoever 
loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery,” “You 
shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,” and whatever other command 
there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10 Love 
does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law. 

THE DAY IS NEAR 
(Romans 13:11-14, New Interna�onal Version) 



11 And do this, understanding the present �me: The hour has already come for you to wake up 
from your slumber, because our salva�on is nearer now than when we first believed. 12 The 
night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on 
the armor of light. 13 Let us behave decently, as in the day�me, not in carousing and 
drunkenness, not in sexual immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14 
Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gra�fy the 
desires of the flesh. 

THE WEAK AND THE STRONG 
(Romans 14:1-15:13, New Interna�onal Version) 

14:1 Accept the one whose faith is weak, without quarreling over disputable maters. 2 One 
person’s faith allows them to eat anything, but another, whose faith is weak, eats only 
vegetables. 3 The one who eats everything must not treat with contempt the one who does not, 
and the one who does not eat everything must not judge the one who does, for God has 
accepted them. 4 Who are you to judge someone else’s servant? To their own master, servants 
stand or fall. And they will stand, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 5 One person 
considers one day more sacred than another; another considers every day alike. Each of them 
should be fully convinced in their own mind. 6 Whoever regards one day as special does so to 
the Lord. Whoever eats meat does so to the Lord, for they give thanks to God; and whoever 
abstains does so to the Lord and gives thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives for ourselves alone, 
and none of us dies for ourselves alone. 8 If we live, we live for the Lord; and if we die, we die 
for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this very reason, Christ 
died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord of both the dead and the living. 10 You, 
then, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or why do you treat them with contempt? For 
we will all stand before God’s judgment seat. 11 It is writen: “‘As surely as I live,’ says the Lord, 
‘every knee will bow before me; every tongue will acknowledge God.’” 12 So then, each of us 
will give an account of ourselves to God. 13 Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one 
another. Instead, make up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in the way of a 
brother or sister. 14 I am convinced, being fully persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is 
unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as unclean, then for that person it is unclean. 
15 If your brother or sister is distressed because of what you eat, you are no longer ac�ng in 
love. Do not by your ea�ng destroy someone for whom Christ died. 16 Therefore do not let 
what you know is good be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is not a mater of ea�ng 
and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who 
serves Christ in this way is pleasing to God and receives human approval. 19 Let us therefore 
make every effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edifica�on. 20 Do not destroy the 
work of God for the sake of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a person to eat anything 
that causes someone else to stumble. 21 It is beter not to eat meat or drink wine or to do 



anything else that will cause your brother or sister to fall. 22 So whatever you believe about 
these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the one who does not condemn himself 
by what he approves. 23 But whoever has doubts is condemned if they eat, because their ea�ng 
is not from faith; and everything that does not come from faith is sin. 15:1 We who are strong 
ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 Each of us should 
please our neighbors for their good, to build them up. 3 For even Christ did not please himself 
but, as it is writen: “The insults of those who insult you have fallen on me.” 4 For everything 
that was writen in the past was writen to teach us, so that through the endurance taught in 
the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 5 May the God who 
gives endurance and encouragement give you the same a�tude of mind toward each other that 
Christ Jesus had, 6 so that with one mind and one voice you may glorify the God and Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 
truth, so that the promises made to the patriarchs might be confirmed 9 and, moreover, that 
the Gen�les might glorify God for his mercy. As it is writen: “Therefore I will praise you among 
the Gen�les; I will sing the praises of your name.” 10 Again, it says, “Rejoice, you Gen�les, with 
his people.” 11 And again, “Praise the Lord, all you Gen�les; let all the peoples extol him.” 12 
And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise to rule over the 
na�ons; in him the Gen�les will hope.” 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as 
you trust in him, so that you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

LIVING TO PLEASE OTHERS 
(Romans 15:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 We who are strong must be considerate of those who are sensi�ve about things like this. We 
must not just please ourselves. 2 We should help others do what is right and build them up in 
the Lord. 3 For even Christ didn’t live to please himself. As the Scriptures say, “The insults of 
those who insult you, O God, have fallen on me.” 4 Such things were writen in the Scriptures 
long ago to teach us. And the Scriptures give us hope and encouragement as we wait pa�ently 
for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 5 May God, who gives this pa�ence and encouragement, help 
you live in complete harmony with each other, as is fi�ng for followers of Christ Jesus. 6 Then 
all of you can join together with one voice, giving praise and glory to God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 7 Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted you so that God will be 
given glory. 8 Remember that Christ came as a servant to the Jews to show that God is true to 
the promises he made to their ancestors. 9 He also came so that the Gen�les might give glory to 
God for his mercies to them. That is what the psalmist meant when he wrote: “For this, I will 
praise you among the Gen�les; I will sing praises to your name.” 10 And in another place it is 
writen, “Rejoice with his people, you Gen�les.” 11 And yet again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gen�les. Praise him, all you people of the earth.” 12 And in another place Isaiah said, “The heir 



to David’s throne will come, and he will rule over the Gen�les. They will place their hope on 
him.” 13 I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill you completely with joy and peace because 
you trust in him. Then you will overflow with confident hope through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 

PAUL THE MINISTER TO THE GENTILES 
(Romans 15:14-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 I myself am convinced, my brothers and sisters, that you yourselves are full of goodness, 
filled with knowledge and competent to instruct one another. 15 Yet I have writen you quite 
boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the grace God gave me 16 to be 
a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gen�les. He gave me the priestly duty of proclaiming the gospel 
of God, so that the Gen�les might become an offering acceptable to God, sanc�fied by the Holy 
Spirit. 17 Therefore I glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. 18 I will not venture to speak of 
anything except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gen�les to obey God 
by what I have said and done— 19 by the power of signs and wonders, through the power of 
the Spirit of God. So from Jerusalem all the way around to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the 
gospel of Christ. 20 It has always been my ambi�on to preach the gospel where Christ was not 
known, so that I would not be building on someone else’s founda�on. 21 Rather, as it is writen: 
“Those who were not told about him will see, and those who have not heard will understand.” 
22 This is why I have o�en been hindered from coming to you. 

PAUL’S PLAN TO VISIT ROME 
(Romans 15:23-33, New Interna�onal Version) 
23 But now that there is no more place for me to work in these regions, and since I have been 
longing for many years to visit you, 24 I plan to do so when I go to Spain. I hope to see you while 
passing through and to have you assist me on my journey there, a�er I have enjoyed your 
company for a while. 25 Now, however, I am on my way to Jerusalem in the service of the Lord’s 
people there. 26 For Macedonia and Achaia were pleased to make a contribu�on for the poor 
among the Lord’s people in Jerusalem. 27 They were pleased to do it, and indeed they owe it to 
them. For if the Gen�les have shared in the Jews’ spiritual blessings, they owe it to the Jews to 
share with them their material blessings. 28 So a�er I have completed this task and have made 
sure that they have received this contribu�on, I will go to Spain and visit you on the way. 29 I 
know that when I come to you, I will come in the full measure of the blessing of Christ. 30 I urge 
you, brothers and sisters, by our Lord Jesus Christ and by the love of the Spirit, to join me in my 
struggle by praying to God for me. 31 Pray that I may be kept safe from the unbelievers in Judea 
and that the contribu�on I take to Jerusalem may be favorably received by the Lord’s people 
there, 32 so that I may come to you with joy, by God’s will, and in your company be refreshed. 
33 The God of peace be with you all. Amen. 



NAOMI AND RUTH RETURN TO BETHLEHEM 
(Ruth 1:6-22, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 When Naomi heard in Moab that the Lord had come to the aid of his people by providing food 
for them, she and her daughters-in-law prepared to return home from there. 7 With her two 
daughters-in-law she le� the place where she had been living and set out on the road that 
would take them back to the land of Judah. 8 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go 
back, each of you, to your mother’s home. May the Lord show you kindness, as you have shown 
kindness to your dead husbands and to me. 9 May the Lord grant that each of you will find rest 
in the home of another husband.” Then she kissed them goodbye and they wept aloud 10 and 
said to her, “We will go back with you to your people.” 11 But Naomi said, “Return home, my 
daughters. Why would you come with me? Am I going to have any more sons, who could 
become your husbands? 12 Return home, my daughters; I am too old to have another husband. 
Even if I thought there was s�ll hope for me—even if I had a husband tonight and then gave 
birth to sons— 13 would you wait un�l they grew up? Would you remain unmarried for them? 
No, my daughters. It is more biter for me than for you, because the Lord’s hand has turned 
against me!” 14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, 
but Ruth clung to her. 15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and 
her gods. Go back with her.” 16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back 
from you. Where you go I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people 
and your God my God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal 
with me, be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized 
that Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her. 19 So the two women went 
on un�l they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town was s�rred 
because of them, and the women exclaimed, “Can this be Naomi?” 20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” 
she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made my life very biter. 21 I went 
away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted 
me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.” 22 So Naomi returned from Moab 
accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley 
harvest was beginning. 

SAMUEL LEADS ISRAEL TO VICTORY 
(1 Samuel 7:3-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Then Samuel said to all the people of Israel, “If you want to return to the Lord with all your 
hearts, get rid of your foreign gods and your images of Ashtoreth. Turn your hearts to the Lord 
and obey him alone; then he will rescue you from the Philis�nes.” 4 So the Israelites got rid of 
their images of Baal and Ashtoreth and worshiped only the Lord. 5 Then Samuel told them, 
“Gather all of Israel to Mizpah, and I will pray to the Lord for you.” 6 So they gathered at Mizpah 



and, in a great ceremony, drew water from a well and poured it out before the Lord. They also 
went without food all day and confessed that they had sinned against the Lord. (It was at 
Mizpah that Samuel became Israel’s judge.) 7 When the Philis�ne rulers heard that Israel had 
gathered at Mizpah, they mobilized their army and advanced. The Israelites were badly 
frightened when they learned that the Philis�nes were approaching. 8 “Don’t stop pleading 
with the Lord our God to save us from the Philis�nes!” they begged Samuel. 9 So Samuel took a 
young lamb and offered it to the Lord as a whole burnt offering. He pleaded with the Lord to 
help Israel, and the Lord answered him. 10 Just as Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offering, the 
Philis�nes arrived to atack Israel. But the Lord spoke with a mighty voice of thunder from 
heaven that day, and the Philis�nes were thrown into such confusion that the Israelites 
defeated them. 11 The men of Israel chased them from Mizpah to a place below Beth-car, 
slaughtering them all along the way. 12 Samuel then took a large stone and placed it between 
the towns of Mizpah and Jeshanah. He named it Ebenezer (which means “the stone of help”), 
for he said, “Up to this point the Lord has helped us!” 13 So the Philis�nes were subdued and 
didn’t invade Israel again for some �me. And throughout Samuel’s life�me, the Lord’s powerful 
hand was raised against the Philis�nes. 14 The Israelite villages near Ekron and Gath that the 
Philis�nes had captured were restored to Israel, along with the rest of the territory that the 
Philis�nes had taken. And there was peace between Israel and the Amorites in those days. 15 
Samuel con�nued as Israel’s judge for the rest of his life. 16 Each year he traveled around, 
se�ng up his court first at Bethel, then at Gilgal, and then at Mizpah. He judged the people of 
Israel at each of these places. 17 Then he would return to his home at Ramah, and he would 
hear cases there, too. And Samuel built an altar to the Lord at Ramah. 

SAMUEL’S FAREWELL ADDRESS 
(1 Samuel 12:1-25, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Then Samuel addressed all Israel: “I have done as you asked and given you a king. 2 Your king 
is now your leader. I stand here before you—an old, gray-haired man—and my sons serve you. I 
have served as your leader from the �me I was a boy to this very day. 3 Now tes�fy against me 
in the presence of the Lord and before his anointed one. Whose ox or donkey have I stolen? 
Have I ever cheated any of you? Have I ever oppressed you? Have I ever taken a bribe and 
perverted jus�ce? Tell me and I will make right whatever I have done wrong.” 4 “No,” they 
replied, “you have never cheated or oppressed us, and you have never taken even a single 
bribe.” 5 “The Lord and his anointed one are my witnesses today,” Samuel declared, “that my 
hands are clean.” “Yes, he is a witness,” they replied. 6 “It was the Lord who appointed Moses 
and Aaron,” Samuel con�nued. “He brought your ancestors out of the land of Egypt. 7 Now 
stand here quietly before the Lord as I remind you of all the great things the Lord has done for 
you and your ancestors. 8 “When the Israelites were in Egypt and cried out to the Lord, he sent 
Moses and Aaron to rescue them from Egypt and to bring them into this land. 9 But the people 



soon forgot about the Lord their God, so he handed them over to Sisera, the commander of 
Hazor’s army, and also to the Philis�nes and to the king of Moab, who fought against them. 10 
“Then they cried to the Lord again and confessed, ‘We have sinned by turning away from the 
Lord and worshiping the images of Baal and Ashtoreth. But we will worship you and you alone if 
you will rescue us from our enemies.’ 11 Then the Lord sent Gideon, Bedan, Jephthah, and 
Samuel to save you, and you lived in safety. 12 “But when you were afraid of Nahash, the king of 
Ammon, you came to me and said that you wanted a king to reign over you, even though the 
Lord your God was already your king. 13 All right, here is the king you have chosen. You asked 
for him, and the Lord has granted your request. 14 “Now if you fear and worship the Lord and 
listen to his voice, and if you do not rebel against the Lord’s commands, then both you and your 
king will show that you recognize the Lord as your God. 15 But if you rebel against the Lord’s 
commands and refuse to listen to him, then his hand will be as heavy upon you as it was upon 
your ancestors. 16 “Now stand here and see the great thing the Lord is about to do. 17 You 
know that it does not rain at this �me of the year during the wheat harvest. I will ask the Lord to 
send thunder and rain today. Then you will realize how wicked you have been in asking the Lord 
for a king!” 18 So Samuel called to the Lord, and the Lord sent thunder and rain that day. And all 
the people were terrified of the Lord and of Samuel. 19 “Pray to the Lord your God for us, or we 
will die!” they all said to Samuel. “For now we have added to our sins by asking for a king.” 20 
“Don’t be afraid,” Samuel reassured them. “You have certainly done wrong, but make sure now 
that you worship the Lord with all your heart, and don’t turn your back on him. 21 Don’t go 
back to worshiping worthless idols that cannot help or rescue you—they are totally useless! 22 
The Lord will not abandon his people, because that would dishonor his great name. For it has 
pleased the Lord to make you his very own people. 23 “As for me, I will certainly not sin against 
the Lord by ending my prayers for you. And I will con�nue to teach you what is good and right. 
24 But be sure to fear the Lord and faithfully serve him. Think of all the wonderful things he has 
done for you. 25 But if you con�nue to sin, you and your king will be swept away.” 

THE LORD REJECTS SAUL AS KING 
(1 Samuel 15:1-35, New Interna�onal Version) 

15 Samuel said to Saul, “I am the one the Lord sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so 
listen now to the message from the Lord. 2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: ‘I will punish the 
Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 
Now go, atack the Amalekites and totally destroy all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; 
put to death men and women, children and infants, catle and sheep, camels and donkeys.’” 4 
So Saul summoned the men and mustered them at Telaim—two hundred thousand foot soldiers 
and ten thousand from Judah. 5 Saul went to the city of Amalek and set an ambush in the 
ravine. 6 Then he said to the Kenites, “Go away, leave the Amalekites so that I do not destroy 
you along with them; for you showed kindness to all the Israelites when they came up out of 



Egypt.” So the Kenites moved away from the Amalekites. 7 Then Saul atacked the Amalekites all 
the way from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the 
Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army 
spared Agag and the best of the sheep and catle, the fat calves and lambs—everything that was 
good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and 
weak they totally destroyed. 10 Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: 11 “I regret that I 
have made Saul king, because he has turned away from me and has not carried out my 
instruc�ons.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out to the Lord all that night. 12 Early in the 
morning Samuel got up and went to meet Saul, but he was told, “Saul has gone to Carmel. 
There he has set up a monument in his own honor and has turned and gone on down to Gilgal.” 
13 When Samuel reached him, Saul said, “The Lord bless you! I have carried out the Lord’s 
instruc�ons.” 14 But Samuel said, “What then is this blea�ng of sheep in my ears? What is this 
lowing of catle that I hear?” 15 Saul answered, “The soldiers brought them from the 
Amalekites; they spared the best of the sheep and catle to sacrifice to the Lord your God, but 
we totally destroyed the rest.” 16 “Enough!” Samuel said to Saul. “Let me tell you what the Lord 
said to me last night.” “Tell me,” Saul replied. 17 Samuel said, “Although you were once small in 
your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The Lord anointed you king 
over Israel. 18 And he sent you on a mission, saying, ‘Go and completely destroy those wicked 
people, the Amalekites; wage war against them un�l you have wiped them out.’ 19 Why did you 
not obey the Lord? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the Lord?” 20 
“But I did obey the Lord,” Saul said. “I went on the mission the Lord assigned me. I completely 
destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and 
catle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the 
Lord your God at Gilgal.” 22 But Samuel replied: “Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and 
sacrifices as much as in obeying the Lord? To obey is beter than sacrifice, and to heed is beter 
than the fat of rams. 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divina�on, and arrogance like the evil of 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he has rejected you as king.” 24 Then 
Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. I violated the Lord’s command and your instruc�ons. I was 
afraid of the men and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with 
me, so that I may worship the Lord.” 26 But Samuel said to him, “I will not go back with you. You 
have rejected the word of the Lord, and the Lord has rejected you as king over Israel!” 27 As 
Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore. 28 Samuel said to 
him, “The Lord has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your 
neighbors—to one beter than you. 29 He who is the Glory of Israel does not lie or change his 
mind; for he is not a human being, that he should change his mind.” 30 Saul replied, “I have 
sinned. But please honor me before the elders of my people and before Israel; come back with 
me, so that I may worship the Lord your God.” 31 So Samuel went back with Saul, and Saul 
worshiped the Lord. 32 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag king of the Amalekites.” Agag came to 



him in chains. And he thought, “Surely the biterness of death is past.” 33 But Samuel said, “As 
your sword has made women childless, so will your mother be childless among women.” And 
Samuel put Agag to death before the Lord at Gilgal. 34 Then Samuel le� for Ramah, but Saul 
went up to his home in Gibeah of Saul. 35 Un�l the day Samuel died, he did not go to see Saul 
again, though Samuel mourned for him. And the Lord regreted that he had made Saul king over 
Israel. 

SAMUEL ANOINTS DAVID 
(1 Samuel 16:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

16 The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as king 
over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I 
have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 2 But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, 
he will kill me.” The Lord said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the 
Lord.’ 3 Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the 
one I indicate.” 4 Samuel did what the Lord said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of 
the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 5 Samuel replied, 
“Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord. Consecrate yourselves and come to the 
sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 6 
When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed stands here 
before the Lord.” 7 But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, 
for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the 
outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.” 8 Then Jesse called Abinadab and had 
him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The Lord has not chosen this one either.” 9 Jesse 
then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the Lord chosen this one.” 10 Jesse had 
seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, “The Lord has not chosen these.” 
11 So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” “There is s�ll the youngest,” Jesse 
answered. “He is tending the sheep.” Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down un�l he 
arrives.” 12 So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a 
fine appearance and handsome features. Then the Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the 
one.” 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and 
from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to 
Ramah. 

NATHAN REBUKES DAVID 
(2 Samuel 12:1-31, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 The Lord sent Nathan to David. When he came to him, he said, “There were two men in a 
certain town, one rich and the other poor. 2 The rich man had a very large number of sheep and 
catle, 3 but the poor man had nothing except one litle ewe lamb he had bought. He raised it, 



and it grew up with him and his children. It shared his food, drank from his cup and even slept in 
his arms. It was like a daughter to him. 4 “Now a traveler came to the rich man, but the rich 
man refrained from taking one of his own sheep or catle to prepare a meal for the traveler who 
had come to him. Instead, he took the ewe lamb that belonged to the poor man and prepared it 
for the one who had come to him.” 5 David burned with anger against the man and said to 
Nathan, “As surely as the Lord lives, the man who did this must die! 6 He must pay for that lamb 
four �mes over, because he did such a thing and had no pity.” 7 Then Nathan said to David, “You 
are the man! This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, says: ‘I anointed you king over Israel, and I 
delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8 I gave your master’s house to you, and your master’s 
wives into your arms. I gave you all Israel and Judah. And if all this had been too litle, I would 
have given you even more. 9 Why did you despise the word of the Lord by doing what is evil in 
his eyes? You struck down Uriah the Hi�te with the sword and took his wife to be your own. 
You killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 10 Now, therefore, the sword will never depart 
from your house, because you despised me and took the wife of Uriah the Hi�te to be your 
own.’ 11 “This is what the Lord says: ‘Out of your own household I am going to bring calamity 
on you. Before your very eyes I will take your wives and give them to one who is close to you, 
and he will sleep with your wives in broad daylight. 12 You did it in secret, but I will do this thing 
in broad daylight before all Israel.’” 13 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the 
Lord.” Nathan replied, “The Lord has taken away your sin. You are not going to die. 14 But 
because by doing this you have shown uter contempt for the Lord, the son born to you will 
die.” 15 A�er Nathan had gone home, the Lord struck the child that Uriah’s wife had borne to 
David, and he became ill. 16 David pleaded with God for the child. He fasted and spent the 
nights lying in sackcloth on the ground. 17 The elders of his household stood beside him to get 
him up from the ground, but he refused, and he would not eat any food with them. 18 On the 
seventh day the child died. David’s atendants were afraid to tell him that the child was dead, 
for they thought, “While the child was s�ll living, he wouldn’t listen to us when we spoke to 
him. How can we now tell him the child is dead? He may do something desperate.” 19 David 
no�ced that his atendants were whispering among themselves, and he realized the child was 
dead. “Is the child dead?” he asked. “Yes,” they replied, “he is dead.” 20 Then David got up from 
the ground. A�er he had washed, put on lo�ons and changed his clothes, he went into the 
house of the Lord and worshiped. Then he went to his own house, and at his request they 
served him food, and he ate. 21 His atendants asked him, “Why are you ac�ng this way? While 
the child was alive, you fasted and wept, but now that the child is dead, you get up and eat!” 22 
He answered, “While the child was s�ll alive, I fasted and wept. I thought, ‘Who knows? The 
Lord may be gracious to me and let the child live.’ 23 But now that he is dead, why should I go 
on fas�ng? Can I bring him back again? I will go to him, but he will not return to me.” 24 Then 
David comforted his wife Bathsheba, and he went to her and made love to her. She gave birth to 
a son, and they named him Solomon. The Lord loved him; 25 and because the Lord loved him, 



he sent word through Nathan the prophet to name him Jedidiah. 26 Meanwhile Joab fought 
against Rabbah of the Ammonites and captured the royal citadel. 27 Joab then sent messengers 
to David, saying, “I have fought against Rabbah and taken its water supply. 28 Now muster the 
rest of the troops and besiege the city and capture it. Otherwise I will take the city, and it will be 
named a�er me.” 29 So David mustered the en�re army and went to Rabbah, and atacked and 
captured it. 30 David took the crown from their king’s head, and it was placed on his own head. 
It weighed a talent of gold, and it was set with precious stones. David took a great quan�ty of 
plunder from the city 31 and brought out the people who were there, consigning them to labor 
with saws and with iron picks and axes, and he made them work at brickmaking. David did this 
to all the Ammonite towns. Then he and his en�re army returned to Jerusalem. 

SHE 
(Song of Songs 8:6-7, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 Place me like a seal over your heart, like a seal on your arm; for love is as strong as death, its 
jealousy unyielding as the grave. It burns like blazing fire, like a mighty flame. 7 Many waters 
cannot quench love; rivers cannot sweep it away. If one were to give all the wealth of one’s 
house for love, it would be uterly scorned. 

PAUL’S MINISTRY IN THESSALONICA 
(1 Thessalonians 2:1-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 You know, brothers and sisters, that our visit to you was not without results. 2 We had 
previously suffered and been treated outrageously in Philippi, as you know, but with the help of 
our God we dared to tell you his gospel in the face of strong opposi�on. 3 For the appeal we 
make does not spring from error or impure mo�ves, nor are we trying to trick you. 4 On the 
contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with the gospel. We are not trying 
to please people but God, who tests our hearts. 5 You know we never used flatery, nor did we 
put on a mask to cover up greed—God is our witness. 6 We were not looking for praise from 
people, not from you or anyone else, even though as apostles of Christ we could have asserted 
our authority. 7 Instead, we were like young children among you. Just as a nursing mother cares 
for her children, 8 so we cared for you. Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives as well. 9 Surely you remember, 
brothers and sisters, our toil and hardship; we worked night and day in order not to be a burden 
to anyone while we preached the gospel of God to you. 10 You are witnesses, and so is God, of 
how holy, righteous and blameless we were among you who believed. 11 For you know that we 
dealt with each of you as a father deals with his own children, 12 encouraging, comfor�ng and 
urging you to live lives worthy of God, who calls you into his kingdom and glory. 13 And we also 
thank God con�nually because, when you received the word of God, which you heard from us, 
you accepted it not as a human word, but as it actually is, the word of God, which is indeed at 



work in you who believe. 14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches 
in Judea, which are in Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same things those 
churches suffered from the Jews 15 who killed the Lord Jesus and the prophets and also drove 
us out. They displease God and are hos�le to everyone 16 in their effort to keep us from 
speaking to the Gen�les so that they may be saved. In this way they always heap up their sins to 
the limit. The wrath of God has come upon them at last. 

TIMOTHY’S ENCOURAGING REPORT 
(1 Thessalonians 3:6-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith 
and love. He has told us that you always have pleasant memories of us and that you long to see 
us, just as we also long to see you. 7 Therefore, brothers and sisters, in all our distress and 
persecu�on we were encouraged about you because of your faith. 8 For now we really live, 
since you are standing firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all 
the joy we have in the presence of our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray most 
earnestly that we may see you again and supply what is lacking in your faith. 11 Now may our 
God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus clear the way for us to come to you. 12 May the Lord 
make your love increase and overflow for each other and for everyone else, just as ours does for 
you. 13 May he strengthen your hearts so that you will be blameless and holy in the presence of 
our God and Father when our Lord Jesus comes with all his holy ones. 

LIVING TO PLEASE GOD 
(1 Thessalonians 4:1-12, New Interna�onal Version) 

4 As for other maters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in order to please 
God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more 
and more. 2 For you know what instruc�ons we gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 3 It 
is God’s will that you should be sanc�fied: that you should avoid sexual immorality; 4 that each 
of you should learn to control your own body in a way that is holy and honorable, 5 not in 
passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know God; 6 and that in this mater no one should 
wrong or take advantage of a brother or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such 
sins, as we told you and warned you before. 7 For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a 
holy life. 8 Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruc�on does not reject a human being but 
God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 9 Now about your love for one another we do 
not need to write to you, for you yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10 
And in fact, you do love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers 
and sisters, to do so more and more, 11 and to make it your ambi�on to lead a quiet life: You 
should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 12 so that your 
daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody. 



BELIEVERS WHO HAVE DIED 
(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, 
so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. 14 For we believe that 
Jesus died and rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have 
fallen asleep in him. 15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are s�ll alive, who 
are le� un�l the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the 
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 A�er that, 
we who are s�ll alive and are le� will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet 
the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another 
with these words. 

THE DAY OF THE LORD 
(1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Now, brothers and sisters, about �mes and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “Peace and safety,” destruc�on will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness 
so that this day should surprise you like a thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of 
the day. We do not belong to the night or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, 
who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk, get drunk at night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, pu�ng on 
faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salva�on as a helmet. 9 For God did not appoint 
us to suffer wrath but to receive salva�on through our Lord Jesus Christ. 10 He died for us so 
that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 11 Therefore encourage 
one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 

FINAL INSTRUCTIONS 
(1 Thessalonians 5:12-28, New Interna�onal Version) 

12 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, to acknowledge those who work hard among you, 
who care for you in the Lord and who admonish you. 13 Hold them in the highest regard in love 
because of their work. Live in peace with each other. 14 And we urge you, brothers and sisters, 
warn those who are idle and disrup�ve, encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be pa�ent 
with everyone. 15 Make sure that nobody pays back wrong for wrong, but always strive to do 
what is good for each other and for everyone else. 16 Rejoice always, 17 pray con�nually, 18 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 19 Do not quench 



the Spirit. 20 Do not treat prophecies with contempt 21 but test them all; hold on to what is 
good, 22 reject every kind of evil. 23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanc�fy you through 
and through. May your whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it. 25 Brothers and sisters, pray 
for us. 26 Greet all God’s people with a holy kiss. 27 I charge you before the Lord to have this 
leter read to all the brothers and sisters. 28 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

STAND FIRM 
(2 Thessalonians 2:13-17, New Interna�onal Version) 

13 But we ought always to thank God for you, brothers and sisters loved by the Lord, because 
God chose you as firs�ruits to be saved through the sanc�fying work of the Spirit and through 
belief in the truth. 14 He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the 
teachings we passed on to you, whether by word of mouth or by leter. 16 May our Lord Jesus 
Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and by his grace gave us eternal 
encouragement and good hope, 17 encourage your hearts and strengthen you in every good 
deed and word. 

WARNING AGAINST IDLENESS 
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, we command you, brothers and sisters, to keep away 
from every believer who is idle and disrup�ve and does not live according to the teaching you 
received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example. We were 
not idle when we were with you, 8 nor did we eat anyone’s food without paying for it. On the 
contrary, we worked night and day, laboring and toiling so that we would not be a burden to any 
of you. 9 We did this, not because we do not have the right to such help, but in order to offer 
ourselves as a model for you to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you this 
rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 11 We hear that some among you are idle 
and disrup�ve. They are not busy; they are busybodies. 12 Such people we command and urge 
in the Lord Jesus Christ to setle down and earn the food they eat. 13 And as for you, brothers 
and sisters, never �re of doing what is good. 14 Take special note of anyone who does not obey 
our instruc�on in this leter. Do not associate with them, in order that they may feel ashamed. 
15 Yet do not regard them as an enemy, but warn them as you would a fellow believer. 

FINAL GREETINGS 
(2 Thessalonians 3:6-15, New Interna�onal Version) 



16 Now may the Lord of peace himself give you peace at all �mes and in every way. The Lord be 
with all of you. 17 I, Paul, write this gree�ng in my own hand, which is the dis�nguishing mark in 
all my leters. This is how I write. 18 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 

THE CHARGE TO TIMOTHY RENEWED 
(1 Timothy 1:18-20, New Interna�onal Version) 

18 Timothy, my son, I am giving you this command in keeping with the prophecies once made 
about you, so that by recalling them you may fight the batle well, 19 holding on to faith and a 
good conscience, which some have rejected and so have suffered shipwreck with regard to the 
faith. 20 Among them are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan to be 
taught not to blaspheme. 

INSTRUCTIONS ON WORSHIP 
(1 Timothy 2:1-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 I urge, then, first of all, that pe��ons, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all 
people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all people to be 
saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one mediator 
between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a ransom for all people. 
This has now been witnessed to at the proper �me. 7 And for this purpose I was appointed a 
herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—and a true and faithful teacher of 
the Gen�les. 8 Therefore I want the men everywhere to pray, li�ing up holy hands without 
anger or dispu�ng. 9 I also want the women to dress modestly, with decency and propriety, 
adorning themselves, not with elaborate hairstyles or gold or pearls or expensive clothes, 10 
but with good deeds, appropriate for women who profess to worship God. 11 A woman should 
learn in quietness and full submission. 12 I do not permit a woman to teach or to assume 
authority over a man; she must be quiet. 13 For Adam was formed first, then Eve. 14 And Adam 
was not the one deceived; it was the woman who was deceived and became a sinner. 15 But 
women will be saved through childbearing—if they con�nue in faith, love and holiness with 
propriety. 

QUALIFICATIONS FOR OVERSEERS AND DEACONS 
(1 Timothy 3:1-13, New Interna�onal Version) 

3 Here is a trustworthy saying: Whoever aspires to be an overseer desires a noble task. 2 Now 
the overseer is to be above reproach, faithful to his wife, temperate, self-controlled, 
respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not given to drunkenness, not violent but gentle, not 
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own family well and see that his 
children obey him, and he must do so in a manner worthy of full respect. 5 (If anyone does not 



know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of God’s church?) 6 He must not be a 
recent convert, or he may become conceited and fall under the same judgment as the devil. 7 
He must also have a good reputa�on with outsiders, so that he will not fall into disgrace and 
into the devil’s trap. 8 In the same way, deacons are to be worthy of respect, sincere, not 
indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain. 9 They must keep hold of the deep 
truths of the faith with a clear conscience. 10 They must first be tested; and then if there is 
nothing against them, let them serve as deacons. 11 In the same way, the women are to be 
worthy of respect, not malicious talkers but temperate and trustworthy in everything. 12 A 
deacon must be faithful to his wife and must manage his children and his household well. 13 
Those who have served well gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith in 
Christ Jesus. 

A GOOD SERVANT OF CHRIST JESUS 
(1 Timothy 4:6-16, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 If you explain these things to the brothers and sisters, Timothy, you will be a worthy servant of 
Christ Jesus, one who is nourished by the message of faith and the good teaching you have 
followed. 7 Do not waste �me arguing over godless ideas and old wives’ tales. Instead, train 
yourself to be godly. 8 “Physical training is good, but training for godliness is much beter, 
promising benefits in this life and in the life to come.” 9 This is a trustworthy saying, and 
everyone should accept it. 10 This is why we work hard and con�nue to struggle, for our hope is 
in the living God, who is the Savior of all people and par�cularly of all believers. 11 Teach these 
things and insist that everyone learn them. 12 Don’t let anyone think less of you because you 
are young. Be an example to all believers in what you say, in the way you live, in your love, your 
faith, and your purity. 13 Un�l I get there, focus on reading the Scriptures to the church, 
encouraging the believers, and teaching them. 14 Do not neglect the spiritual gi� you received 
through the prophecy spoken over you when the elders of the church laid their hands on you. 
15 Give your complete aten�on to these maters. Throw yourself into your tasks so that 
everyone will see your progress. 16 Keep a close watch on how you live and on your teaching. 
Stay true to what is right for the sake of your own salva�on and the salva�on of those who hear 
you. 

WIDOWS, ELDERS AND SLAVES 
(1 Timothy 5:1-6:2, New Interna�onal Version) 

5 Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. Treat younger 
men as brothers, 2 older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with absolute 
purity. 3 Give proper recogni�on to those widows who are really in need. 4 But if a widow has 
children or grandchildren, these should learn first of all to put their religion into prac�ce by 
caring for their own family and so repaying their parents and grandparents, for this is pleasing 



to God. 5 The widow who is really in need and le� all alone puts her hope in God and con�nues 
night and day to pray and to ask God for help. 6 But the widow who lives for pleasure is dead 
even while she lives. 7 Give the people these instruc�ons, so that no one may be open to 
blame. 8 Anyone who does not provide for their rela�ves, and especially for their own 
household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 9 No widow may be put on the 
list of widows unless she is over sixty, has been faithful to her husband, 10 and is well known for 
her good deeds, such as bringing up children, showing hospitality, washing the feet of the Lord’s 
people, helping those in trouble and devo�ng herself to all kinds of good deeds. 11 As for 
younger widows, do not put them on such a list. For when their sensual desires overcome their 
dedica�on to Christ, they want to marry. 12 Thus they bring judgment on themselves, because 
they have broken their first pledge. 13 Besides, they get into the habit of being idle and going 
about from house to house. And not only do they become idlers, but also busybodies who talk 
nonsense, saying things they ought not to. 14 So I counsel younger widows to marry, to have 
children, to manage their homes and to give the enemy no opportunity for slander. 15 Some 
have in fact already turned away to follow Satan. 16 If any woman who is a believer has widows 
in her care, she should con�nue to help them and not let the church be burdened with them, so 
that the church can help those widows who are really in need. 17 The elders who direct the 
affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching 
and teaching. 18 For Scripture says, “Do not muzzle an ox while it is treading out the grain,” and 
“The worker deserves his wages.” 19 Do not entertain an accusa�on against an elder unless it is 
brought by two or three witnesses. 20 But those elders who are sinning you are to reprove 
before everyone, so that the others may take warning. 21 I charge you, in the sight of God and 
Christ Jesus and the elect angels, to keep these instruc�ons without par�ality, and to do nothing 
out of favori�sm. 22 Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands, and do not share in the sins of 
others. Keep yourself pure. 23 Stop drinking only water, and use a litle wine because of your 
stomach and your frequent illnesses. 24 The sins of some are obvious, reaching the place of 
judgment ahead of them; the sins of others trail behind them. 25 In the same way, good deeds 
are obvious, and even those that are not obvious cannot remain hidden forever. 6:1 All who are 
under the yoke of slavery should consider their masters worthy of full respect, so that God’s 
name and our teaching may not be slandered. 2 Those who have believing masters should not 
show them disrespect just because they are fellow believers. Instead, they should serve them 
even beter because their masters are dear to them as fellow believers and are devoted to the 
welfare of their slaves. 

FALSE TEACHERS AND THE LOVE OF MONEY 
(1 Timothy 6:2-10, New Interna�onal Version) 

These are the things you are to teach and insist on. 3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not 
agree to the sound instruc�on of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, 4 they are 



conceited and understand nothing. They have an unhealthy interest in controversies and 
quarrels about words that result in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions 5 and constant 
fric�on between people of corrupt mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think 
that godliness is a means to financial gain. 6 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 7 For 
we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 8 But if we have food and 
clothing, we will be content with that. 9 Those who want to get rich fall into tempta�on and a 
trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruc�on. 10 
For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have 
wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. 

FINAL CHARGE TO TIMOTHY 
(1 Timothy 6:11-21, New Interna�onal Version) 

11 But you, man of God, flee from all this, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
endurance and gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to 
which you were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many 
witnesses. 13 In the sight of God, who gives life to everything, and of Christ Jesus, who while 
tes�fying before Pon�us Pilate made the good confession, I charge you 14 to keep this 
command without spot or blame un�l the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which God will 
bring about in his own �me—God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, 16 who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light, whom no one has seen 
or can see. To him be honor and might forever. Amen. 17 Command those who are rich in this 
present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to 
put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 18 Command 
them to do good, to be rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. 19 In this 
way they will lay up treasure for themselves as a firm founda�on for the coming age, so that 
they may take hold of the life that is truly life. 20 Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to 
your care. Turn away from godless chater and the opposing ideas of what is falsely called 
knowledge, 21 which some have professed and in so doing have departed from the faith. Grace 
be with you all. 

APPEAL FOR LOYALTY TO PAUL AND THE GOSPEL 
(2 Timothy 1:6-14, New Interna�onal Version) 

6 For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gi� of God, which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands. 7 For the Spirit God gave us does not make us �mid, but gives us power, 
love and self-discipline. 8 So do not be ashamed of the tes�mony about our Lord or of me his 
prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God. 9 He has saved 
us and called us to a holy life—not because of anything we have done but because of his own 
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of �me, 10 but 



it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 11 And of this gospel I 
was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. 12 That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet 
this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and am convinced that he is 
able to guard what I have entrusted to him un�l that day. 13 What you heard from me, keep as 
the patern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. 14 Guard the good deposit 
that was entrusted to you—guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 

DEALING WITH FALSE TEACHERS 
(2 Timothy 2:14-3:9, New Interna�onal Version) 

14 Keep reminding God’s people of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling 
about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. 15 Do your best to present 
yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to be ashamed and who 
correctly handles the word of truth. 3:1 But mark this: There will be terrible �mes in the last 
days. 2 People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boas�ul, proud, abusive, 
disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 without love, unforgiving, slanderous, 
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good, 4 treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God— 5 having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have 
nothing to do with such people. 6 They are the kind who worm their way into homes and gain 
control over gullible women, who are loaded down with sins and are swayed by all kinds of evil 
desires, 7 always learning but never able to come to a knowledge of the truth. 8 Just as Jannes 
and Jambres opposed Moses, so also these teachers oppose the truth. They are men of 
depraved minds, who, as far as the faith is concerned, are rejected. 9 But they will not get very 
far because, as in the case of those men, their folly will be clear to everyone. 

A FINAL CHARGE TO TIMOTHY 
(2 Timothy 3:10-4:8, New Interna�onal Version) 

10 You, however, know all about my teaching, my way of life, my purpose, faith, pa�ence, love, 
endurance, 11 persecu�ons, sufferings—what kinds of things happened to me in An�och, 
Iconium and Lystra, the persecu�ons I endured. Yet the Lord rescued me from all of them. 12 In 
fact, everyone who wants to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted, 13 while 
evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived. 14 But as for 
you, con�nue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know 
those from whom you learned it, 15 and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, 
which are able to make you wise for salva�on through faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is 
God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correc�ng and training in righteousness, 17 
so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 4:1 In the 
presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 



appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 2 Preach the word; be prepared in season 
and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage—with great pa�ence and careful instruc�on. 
3 For the �me will come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 
own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching 
ears want to hear. 4:1 They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn aside to myths. 5 
But you, keep your head in all situa�ons, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 
discharge all the du�es of your ministry. 6 For I am already being poured out like a drink 
offering, and the �me for my departure is near. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished 
the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Now there is in store for me the crown of righteousness, which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day—and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for his appearing. 

DOING GOOD FOR THE SAKE OF THE GOSPEL 
(Titus 2:1-15, New Interna�onal Version) 

2 You, however, must teach what is appropriate to sound doctrine. 2 Teach the older men to be 
temperate, worthy of respect, self-controlled, and sound in faith, in love and in endurance. 3 
Likewise, teach the older women to be reverent in the way they live, not to be slanderers or 
addicted to much wine, but to teach what is good. 4 Then they can urge the younger women to 
love their husbands and children, 5 to be self-controlled and pure, to be busy at home, to be 
kind, and to be subject to their husbands, so that no one will malign the word of God. 6 
Similarly, encourage the young men to be self-controlled. 7 In everything set them an example 
by doing what is good. In your teaching show integrity, seriousness 8 and soundness of speech 
that cannot be condemned, so that those who oppose you may be ashamed because they have 
nothing bad to say about us. 9 Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 
please them, not to talk back to them, 10 and not to steal from them, but to show that they can 
be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching about God our Savior 
atrac�ve. 11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salva�on to all people. 12 It teaches 
us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly 
lives in this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of 
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all 
wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
15 These, then, are the things you should teach. Encourage and rebuke with all authority. Do 
not let anyone despise you. 

 


